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speak out, I promise I will be right there with
you, every step of the way.

God bless you. God bless the United States
of America. Thank you, everybody. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:02 p.m. at the
Grand Hyatt Washington hotel. In his remarks,
he referred to his mother-in-law Marian Rob-
inson.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser

May 19, 2011

So, first of all, if you want to get something
done, you put a woman in charge—[laugh-
ter]—of the DNC. Debbie is going to do an
outstanding job. She has been a leader in Con-
gress on so many different issues. She’s got en-
ergy, she’s got verve, she’s got drive. She
doesn’t take any guff from anybody. [Laughter]
And she does it all; it’s like the story about Gin-
ger Rogers, right? She—although, I don’t
know—TI do think her heels are pretty high.
[Laughter] She’s doing it all backward, in heels,
and looking after a couple of kids. [Laughter]
So we are just so grateful for her to be willing to
take on this enormous assignment.

I want to thank John for hosting us. Where
did John go? John has been a great friend for a
long time, since before people could actually
pronounce my name. [Laughter] For him to
open up his gorgeous house is so appreciated.

And T want to thank all of you for being
here. This is like a little reunion, because as 1
look around the table, I see extraordinary
friends from all across the country, from Maine
to Florida to California to—and everywhere in
between. And so many of you worked so hard
for us back in 2008. I would not be in a position
to work on all the extraordinary issues and
challenges that we face had it not been for your
faith in me and your commitment. And so to all
of you, I want to say thank you.

Now, I feel a little bit of pressure, because I
understand that you heard Michelle speak to-
day. [Laughter] And I try not to follow her.
[Laughter] T was hoping that there would be
enough separation so that you would have for-
gotten how good she was by the time I got
here.

But since you all remember, I will not at-
tempt to compete. But let me just say that that
night in Grant Park in 2008, I spoke to the
American people, I spoke to all the folks who
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had fought so hard to help me win that elec-
tion, and I said to all of you, this is not the end,
this is just the beginning, and that we were go-
ing to have a steep hill to climb to get to where
we wanted to be.

Now, we didn’t know how steep it was going
to be. We didn’t realize at the time the full ex-
tent and full depths of the recession that we
were going to face. We didn’t understand the
magnitude of job loss, how close the financial
system came to breakdown. We had to take a
series of swift, bold, and sometimes unpopular
steps to make sure that the economy didn’t go
over a cliff.

And as Debbie mentioned, because of the
actions we took, the economy is now recov-
ered; it’s growing again. Jobs are being added
again. Manufacturing has seen more growth
than we’ve probably seen in a decade. The Big
Three automakers are back on their feet, mak-
ing a profit, making cars that Americans want
to buy. And they're all doing it, by the way, un-
der new laws that we created with higher fuel
efficiency standards so that we become less de-
pendent on foreign oil.

But keep in mind that our goal was never
just to get back to where we were in 2007 and
2008. I ran for President because for too long,
the American Dream felt like it was slipping
away for too many people.

In the previous decade, wages and incomes
had flatlined for too many families. And as a
group of strong women here, you understand
that so many of the issues that we talk about,
whether it’s equal pay or health care access and
affordability, those are things that directly af-
fect families in profound ways. It makes a dif-
ference as to whether people can keep their
homes or whether they’re going to go bankrupt
if they get sick. It makes a difference if they're



going to be able to catch an illness fast enough
because they’'ve got preventive care.

The quality of our education and the ability
to afford to send your kid to college is not a giv-
en for a whole bunch of families out there.
Making sure that women are being trained in
math and science and technology for the jobs
of the future, that our daughters are able to
compete and that they’re getting paid what
they’re supposed to be getting paid when they
get those jobs, those are all things that affect
families in profound ways. And we haven't
made all the progress that we need to make on
those issues. A lot of people are still struggling
out there.

And so we still have to implement health
care reform. Just getting the law passed is the
first step. We still have to make sure that the fi-
nancial reforms that we put in place are imple-
mented effectively. We've still got to make
sure that we're creating jobs and that we are
building on the extraordinary education re-
forms that we’ve made over the last several
years so that all our kids are actually getting the
kind of education that they deserve.

We've still got to have an energy policy in
this country that makes sense, because not only
will it help us deal with rising gas prices, which
are uppermost on people’s minds, but it’s also
going to make sure we can provide a planet to
our children and our grandchildren that is
clean and safe.

We're still going to have to get more com-
petitive than we are right now, investing in ba-
sic science and technology, whether it’s stem
cell research, whether it's making sure that
we're winning the race for alternative energy.
So the tasks before us are enormous, and those
are just the domestic ones. [Laughter]

Meanwhile, we've got a whole big world out
there that is rapidly transforming itself. And
obviously, I gave a speech today talking about
how we’re going to have to respond to these
changes in a meaningful way.

And it’s interesting, the speech that I gave
today, obviously, headlines were that we stand
squarely behind democratic and political re-
forms in the Middle East and North Africa, that
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we will continue to pursue a just and equitable
peace between the Israelis and the Palestinians.

But you know what got the biggest applause
in the room was when we said part of demo-
cratic reform, human rights reform in that re-
gion is unleashing the untapped power of half
that population, making sure that women’s
rights—[applause].

So we’ve got a lot of business to do. 'm only
going to be able to do it if I've got your sup-
port. This is going to be a tough race because
the economy is still recovering, a lot of people
are still suffering. I'm extraordinarily proud of
the record that we’ve amassed over these last
2% years. But some of the same underlying
anxieties and frustrations, difficulties that mid-
dle class families are experiencing out there,
they're still feeling. And they expect me and
my administration, working with Congress in a
bipartisan way whenever possible, that they ex-
pect us to deal with it.

And so part of what this campaign is going
to be about is not just talking about the past,
but also talking about the future. That’s also,
by the way, what this budget debate is going
to be about, which all of you will be paying
more and more attention to over the next cou-
ple of months. It really has to do with two dif-
ferent visions of the future. Are we going to
continue to make investments that allow us to
win that future—making our schools work, re-
building our infrastructure, investing in sci-
ence and technology and basic research? Are
we going to continue to make sure that senior
citizens have the safety net of Social Security
and Medicare intact? Are we going to live
within our means as a government, but do so
in a way that ensures that the burden is
shared among all people and not just some?
And are we going to continue to have a big
and bold and passionate vision about what
America can be?

That’s what this debate is going to be about.
So I'm going to need your help. And T've said
to a lot of folks, I know that in the 2% years
since I was elected, my hair has gotten a little
grayer. [Laughter] The campaign is not going
to feel exactly the same. It’s not going to be as
fresh and new and trendy. [Laughter] “Oh, I'm
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supporting Obama”—back in 2008, that was a
cool thing. [Laughter] Now: “He’s the Presi-
dent. We see him all the time.” [Laughter]

But the vision is the same. My enthusiasm
for the job is undiminished. My faith in the
American people, in their core decency, is
where it was. In fact, I think it’s a little stronger
than it was. And so I'm confident that if we’re
telling our story not about—not just about

what we’ve done, but more importantly, what
remains to be done, that we’re going to have 5%
more years to finish the job.

So thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:42 p.m. at the
residence of John Phillips. In his remarks, he
referred to Rep. Deborah Wasserman Schultz,
chair, Democratic National Committee.
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President Obama. Well, let me first of all
welcome again Prime Minister Netanyahu,
who I think has now been here seven times
during the course of my Presidency. And I
want to indicate that the frequency of these
meetings is an indication of the extraordinary
bonds between our two countries, as is the op-
portunity for the Prime Minister to address
Congress during his visit here. I know that’s an
honor that’s reserved for those who have al-
ways shown themselves to be a great friend of
the United States and is indicative of the
friendship between our countries.

We just completed a prolonged and ex-
tremely useful conversation touching on a wide
range of issues. We discussed, first of all, the
changes that are sweeping the region and what
has been happening in places like Egypt and
Syria and how they affect the interests and the
security of the United States and Israel, as well
as the opportunity for prosperity, growth, and
development in the Arab world.

We agreed that there is a moment of oppor-
tunity that can be seized as a consequence of
the Arab Spring, but also acknowledge that
there’s significant perils as well, and that it’s
going to be important for the United States
and Israel to consult closely as we see develop-
ments unfold.

I outlined for the Prime Minister some of
the issues that I discussed in my speech yester-
day: how important it was going to be for the
United States to support political reform, sup-
port human rights, support freedom of speech,
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religious tolerance, and economic develop-
ment, particularly in Egypt, as the largest Arab
country, as well as Tunisia, the country that
first started this revolutionary movement that’s
taking place throughout the Middle East and
North Africa.

We also discussed the situation in Syria,
which is obviously of acute concern to Israel,
given its shared border. And I gave more de-
tails to the Prime Minister about the significant
steps that we are taking to try to pressure Syria
and the Asad regime to reform, including the
sanctions that we placed directly on President
Asad.

We continue to share our deep concerns
about Iran, not only the threat that it poses to
Israel, but also the threat that it poses to the
region and the world if it were to develop a nu-
clear weapon. We updated our strategy to con-
tinue to apply pressure, both through sanctions
and our other diplomatic work. And I reiterat-
ed my belief that it is unacceptable for Iran to
possess a nuclear weapon.

We also discussed the hypocrisy of Iran sug-
gesting that it somehow supports democratiza-
tion in the Middle East when, in fact, they first
showed the repressive nature of that regime
when they responded to the own peaceful pro-
tests that took place inside Iran almost 2 years
ago.

Finally, we discussed the issue of a prospec-
tive peace between Israelis and Palestinians.
And I reiterated and we discussed in depth the
principles that I laid out yesterday: the belief
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