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Administration of Barack Obama, 2011 / May 18

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to the Stabilization of Iraq

May 17, 2011
Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accor-
dance with this provision, I have sent the en-
closed notice to the Federal Register for publi-
cation continuing the national emergency with
respect to the stabilization of Iraq. This notice
states that the national emergency with respect
to the stabilization of Iraq declared in Execu-
tive Order 13303 of May 22, 2003, as modified
in scope and relied upon for additional steps
taken in Executive Order 13315 of August 28,
2003, Executive Order 13350 of July 29, 2004,
Executive Order 13364 of November 29, 2004,
and Executive Order 13438 of July 17, 2007, is
to continue in effect beyond May 22, 2011.

Obstacles to the orderly reconstruction of
Iraq, the restoration and maintenance of peace
and security in the country, and the develop-
ment of political, administrative, and economic
institutions in Iraq continue to pose an unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national securi-
ty and foreign policy of the United States. Ac-
cordingly, I have determined that it is neces-
sary to continue the national emergency with
respect to this threat and maintain in force the
measures taken to deal with that national
emergency.

Recognizing positive developments in Iraq,
the United Nations Security Council decided,
in Resolution 1956 (2010), to terminate on
June 30, 2011, arrangements concerning the
Development Fund for Iraq established in
Resolutions 1483 (2003) and 1546 (2004). The
Security Council also called upon the Iraqi
government to finalize the full and effective
transition to a post-Development Fund mech-
anism by June 30, 2011. My Administration
will evaluate Iraq’s ongoing efforts in this re-
gard, as well as its progress in resolving out-
standing debts and claims arising from actions
of the previous regime, so that I may deter-
mine whether to continue beyond June 30,
2011, the prohibitions contained in Executive
Order 13303 of May 22, 2003, as amended by
Executive Order 13364 of November 29, 2004,
on any attachment, judgment, decree, lien, ex-
ecution, garnishment, or other judicial process
with respect to the Development Fund for
Iraq, the accounts, assets, and property held by
the Central Bank of Iraq, and Iraqi petroleum-
related products, which are in addition to the
sovereign immunity accorded Iraq under oth-
erwise applicable law.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Commencement Address at the United States Coast Guard Academy in New

London, Connecticut
May 18, 2011

The President. Well, good afternoon, every-
one. Distinguished guests, Governor Malloy
and Congressman Courtney, families, friends,

and most of all—well, let’s try it this way: Ca-
dets, what class is this?
Cadets. Class of 2011!
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