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showing Jordan economically and the support
of the United States and a lot of our friends in-
ternationally on really being able to push re-
form in an aggressive manner in our country
and, again, your continued interest and sup-
port on the core issue of the Middle East,
which is the Israeli and Palestinian peace.

We are very, very grateful to the President’s
role in all these issues. 'm delighted to be back

here. And I will continue to be a strong partner
with you, sir, on all the challenges that we face.
Thank you.

President Obama. Good. All right. Thank
you very much, everyone.

NoTE: The President spoke at 12:17 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks at a Reception Celebrating Jewish American Heritage Month

May 17, 2011

Hello, everybody. Good afternoon. Wel-
come to the White House.

I am going to be very brief, but I do want to
start by recognizing a few people. First of all, a
great friend of mine, one of the driving forces
behind the creation of this month, and some-
body who happens to be the new chair of the
DNC, Debbie Wasserman Schultz is here. I
want to thank—did somebody say, “Stand up!”
to Debbie? Come on, that's—[laughter]—that’s
all right. There’s a lot of fight in that little pack-
age. [Laughter]

I want to thank Ambassador Michael Oren
for being here and doing fine work represent-
ing our great friend, the State of Israel. Jewish
Americans have always stood up for freedom
and democracy around the world, and that in-
cludes our unshakeable support and commit-
ment to the security of the State of Israel.

I want to thank the Maccabeats for their
outstanding performance. They just did an out-
standing number for me. It was very brief.
[Laughter] It said, “Four more years.” [Laugh-
ter] It was good. I really liked it. So thank you.

We've got more than a few Members of
Congress here, and I just want to say thank you
to all of them for everything that they do work-
ing with us to help advance not only freedom
and prosperity here in the United States, but
around the world.

Finally, we’re honored to be joined by Jus-
tices Breyer and Ginsburg, and a dear friend of
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mine and an inspiration to the world, the great
Elie Wiesel is here, so—[applause].

This month is a chance for Americans of ev-
ery faith to appreciate the contributions of the
Jewish people throughout our history, often in
the face of unspeakable discrimination and ad-
versity. For hundreds of years, Jewish Ameri-
cans have fought heroically in battle and in-
spired us to pursue peace. They've built our
cities, cured our sick. They've paved the way in
the sciences and the law, in our politics and in
the arts. They remain our leaders, our teach-
ers, our neighbors, and our friends.

Not bad for a band of believers who have
been tested from the moment that they came
together and professed their faith. The Jewish
people have always persevered. And that’s why
today is about celebrating the people in this
room, the thousands who came before, the
generations who will shape the future of our
country and the future of the world.

So I hope that everybody enjoys themselves.
I encourage you to take a look at some of the
exhibits that are set up here in the hallway.
And I am grateful for all of your friendships.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:55 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Nobel Prize winner, au-
thor, and Holocaust survivor Elie Wiesel. The
Jewish American Heritage Month proclama-
tion of April 29 is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.
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