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So each of you deserves this moment in the
sun, and it is sunny. [Laughter] Because tomor-
row we know that you and your fellow first-re-
sponders will be back on your diligent duty,
looking out for us, looking out for one another,
looking back at times with fallen partners, deter-
mined to make sure that their extraordinary sac-
rifices were not in vain. And we will be standing
behind you, as one Nation and one people,
proud of your actions, awed by your courage,
and grateful for your service on our behalves.

So to all of you and to all who wear the
badge, thank you for keeping us safe. God bless
you. God bless the United States of America.
We're going to knock down this podium, and
let’s take a picture with America’s TOP COPS.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:50 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Secre-
tary also included the remarks of Vice President
Joe Biden. The related proclamation of May 13
is listed in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Statement on the Resignation of United States Special Envoy for Middle East

Peace George |. Mitchell
May 13, 2011

Over the past 2!4 years, George Mitchell has
worked as a tireless advocate for peace as the
U.S. Special Envoy for the Middle East. His
deep commitment to resolving conflict and ad-
vancing democracy has contributed immeasur-
ably to the goal of two states living side by side
in peace and security.

George told me when he took this job that
he would put in a couple of years, and I'm so
glad he did. He is, by any measure, one of the
finest public servants that our Nation has ever
had. Even though he already had an extraordi-
nary legacy—serving the people of Maine,
leading the Senate, and bringing peace to
Northern Ireland—he took on the toughest job
imaginable and worked grueling hours to ad-
vance the interests of the United States and
the cause of peace.

As he returns to his family, George leaves
behind a proud legacy of dedicated public ser-
vice, and the country owes him a debt of grati-
tude for his extraordinary commitment.

As a nation, we remain committed to peace
in the Middle East and to building on George’s
hard work and progress toward achieving this
goal. Secretary Clinton has asked the Deputy
Middle East Envoy, David Hale, to serve as
the Acting Envoy, and I have every confidence
in David’s ability to continue to make progress
in this important effort.

NOTE: The statement released by the Office of
the Press Secretary also included a statement
by Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton
on Ambassador Mitchell’s resignation and the
full text of the resignation letter submitted to
the President by Ambassador Mitchell.

Statement on Senator Herbert H. Kohl’s Decision Not To Seek Reelection

May 13, 2011

Today I called Senator Herb Kohl to thank
him for his remarkable career in public service.

During his 23 years in the United States
Senate, Herb’s invaluable perspective as the
long-time head of a family-owned business
made him an unwavering voice for working
families, small-business owners, and seniors.

522

America’s children will grow up in a better
place thanks to his advocacy on behalf of child-
hood nutrition programs, a strengthened food
safety system, access to affordable health care
and childcare, and juvenile crime prevention.

Herb’s dedication to American families and
businesses remains evident today in the robust
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