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Remarks at the New York Police Department’s First Precinct Station in New
York City
May 5, 2011

The President. Well, listen, everybody,
the—I’m not here to make a long speech. I am
here basically to shake your hands and just to
say how proud I am of all of you.

Obviously, we had an important day on Sun-
day. The reason what—it was important, was
because it sent a signal around the world that
we have never forgotten the extraordinary sac-
rifices that were made on September 11. We’ve
never forgotten the tragedy. We’ve never for-
gotten the loss of life. We’ve never forgotten
the courage that was shown by the NYPD, by
the firefighters, by the first-responders.

My understanding is all of you were there
that day. And I know you’ll never forget. I
know it’s hard to fill the hole that occurred as
a consequence of you losing folks who you
had worked with for so long. But what, hope-
fully, this weekend does is it says we keep
them in our hearts, we haven’t forgotten, we
said what we’re—we did what we said we
were going to do, and that America, even in
the midst of tragedy, will come togeth-
er—across the years, across politics, across
party, across administrations—to make sure
that justice is done.

And so since that time I know a lot of you
have probably comforted loved ones of those
who were lost. And a lot of you have probably
looked after kids who grew up without a par-
ent. And a lot of you continue to do extraordi-
nary—extraordinarily courageous acts without
a lot of fanfare. What we did on Sunday was di-
rectly connected to what you do every single
day. And I know I speak for the military teams
and the intelligence teams that helped get bin

Laden in saying that we know the sacrifices
and courage that you show as well, and that
you are part of the team that helped us achieve
our goal, but also help us keep our citizens safe
each and every day.

So I couldn’t be prouder of all of you. I
couldn’t be more grateful to you. And I hope
that you know that the country will continue to
stand behind you going forward, because there
are still going to be threats out there and you’re
still going to be called on to take courageous ac-
tions and to remain vigilant, but you’re going to
have the entire country behind you when you
do.

All right? God bless you.
I very much appreciate the fact that Mayor

Giuliani is here, because obviously we remem-
ber his leadership and courage on that day as
well. And it’s a testimony that we may have our
differences, politically, in ordinary times, but
when it comes to keeping this country safe, we
are first and foremost Americans.

Thank you, Mr. Mayor.
Former Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani of New

York City. Thank you very much.
Audience member. Thank you, sir.
The President. Thank you, sir. Appreciate

you.
All right, thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:38 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Usama bin Laden, leader
of the Al Qaida terrorist organization, who was
killed in a U.S. Navy SEALs counterterrorism
operation in Abbottabad, Pakistan, on May 1.

Remarks at a Cinco de Mayo Celebration
May 5, 2011

The President. Thank you. Gracias. Buenas
noches. Bienvenidos. Welcome to the Cinco de
Mayo at the White House.

Nothing ruins a good fiesta like a long
speech from a politician. [Laughter] So I’m go-
ing to keep it short.
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The First Lady. Keep it short. [Laughter]
The President. Keep it short. I just want to

acknowledge a few proud Latinos and friends
of Latinos who are here with us tonight. A
great friend to me and to the United States,
Ambassador Arturo Sarukhan is here from
Mexico with his lovely wife Veronica. Interior
Secretary Ken Salazar is in the house. Labor
Secretary Hilda Solis is here. Several Members
of Congress have made the trek tonight. And
everybody please join me in wishing a feliz
cumpleanos to the chairman of the Congressio-
nal Hispanic Caucus, Charlie Gonzalez. Happy
birthday, Charlie.

We are also joined by Hispanic Americans
serving at every level of my administration,
some who’ve contributed to a new web site
that we launched this week: whitehouse.gov/
hispanic. So check out the web site. And wel-
come to all of you who are serving on the com-
mission to explore the creation of a new na-
tional museum of the American Latino. Today
they presented me with their final report to
Congress, and I’m grateful for their hard work,
and hopefully, we will see that museum be-
come a reality. So we’re very grateful to them.

Finally, I want to thank my band, the United
States Marine Band. And we are looking forward
to hearing Javier Cortes spin some of his records,
and he has done great work, so I know that he’s
going to keep this party lively this evening.

But this is really a day for commemorating
our shared heritage—our shared heritage,
Mexicans and Americans. It’s a day for remem-
bering that America is a richer, stronger, more
vibrant place thanks to the contributions of
Mexican Americans to the life of this Nation,
contributions in commerce, culture, in lan-
guage and literature, in faith, and obviously in
food. [Laughter]

I asked Michelle the other day, I said,
“What’s your favorite food?” Because we were
sitting around with the girls. She said, “Oh,
Mexican food.” That’s—[applause]. You do not
want to be between Michelle and a tamale.
[Laughter] It is true. It’s true. But she’s mov-
ing, though, so she can afford to have as many
tamales as she wants. [Laughter]

It is also a day for honoring the service of
the many Mexican Americans who serve
proudly in our country’s uniform, and we are
grateful to them.

And it’s a day we commit ourselves to ad-
vancing the aspirations of all Latinos and reaf-
firm the ideals that we share as Americans.
That means improving the education that we
provide to our children, strengthening the so-
cial safety net that we build for our seniors and
the poor and the sick, living up to our values as
a nation of immigrants that built this country
into the economic powerhouse that it is and
the beacon of hope that it is around the world.

I’ve talked to you in recent weeks about this
immigration issue. I strongly believe that we’ve
got to fix this broken system so that it meets
the needs of our 21st-century economy and
our security needs. I want to work with Repub-
licans and Democrats to protect our borders,
to enforce our laws, and also to address the sta-
tus of millions of undocumented workers. I
want to sign the “DREAM Act” into law. This
is not going to be easy. It’s going to require bi-
partisan support. I’m going to need your help.
We’ve got to keep doing the hard work of
changing minds and changing hearts and
changing votes, one at a time. But all of you are
going to be out there, and you’re going to have
to help make this happen.

Let me just wrap up by saying this. Last
week, I had the honor of traveling down to
Florida and delivering the commencement ad-
dress at Miami Dade College. And Dr. Eduar-
do Padron is here. There he is over there. And
I want to brag on him a little bit because he’s
actually a graduate of the school.

This is a school with more than 170,000 stu-
dents who come from 181 different countries,
speak 94 different languages. The graduates
were so excited. They were so proud. They spent
a good portion of the ceremony dancing and do-
ing the wave. [Laughter] I mean, you know,
there were Cubanos there. There were Haitians.
There were Puertorriquenos. I mean everybody
was there. [Laughter] Everybody was there, and
everybody could dance. [Laughter]

And they were excited not just to finally get
their exams out of the way, but because they
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finally knew what it was to achieve a dream.
Many of them were the first in their families
ever to graduate from college, and they over-
came obstacles and defeated their own doubts
to finish. And a lot of their parents, they’re cry-
ing, and they could only dream of such a day as
was happening there.

And by the way, Miami Dade is rated one of
the top community colleges in the Nation. And
as the ceremony—the formal ceremony finally
began, the dancing quieted down a little bit.
The students in the campus ROTC took turns
marching the flags of the countries where—of
origin for each of the graduating students. So
you had 181 countries. And the students would
stand up and cheer after—when the Haitian
flag went by or the Colombian flag went by
or—you name it, right. Everybody was getting
up and cheering.

Some flags received a lot of cheers—[laugh-
ter]—Mexico, Guatemala. And then there
were—then there was, like, the Ukrainian flag
and—[laughter]—the Canadian flag, Estonia,
and there were just a couple—[laughter]. But,
I mean, they were proud, but it was just not as
many people. [Laughter]

But there was one flag that every single stu-
dent and spectator cheered loudly and proudly

for, and that was when the American flag came
through—the American flag. So it was a won-
derful reminder: We have—all come from dif-
ferent backgrounds, we have different beliefs,
we have sometimes petty and sometimes not-
so-petty political differences, but we all share a
set of ideals. We all have a common future.
We’re the heirs to mothers and fathers and
grandparents, great-grandparents, who strug-
gled and sacrificed to forge and realize the
American Dream.

And that fills us with the collective responsi-
bility to leave an even bigger and bolder, more
generous, more compassionate nation for our
children. That’s what drives me each day.
That’s what inspires Michelle. I know that’s
what drives many of you.

So I am thrilled to have you here today,
where we celebrate your incredible heritage,
but we also celebrate the incredible heritage of
this great country of ours.

God bless you. Feliz Cinco de Mayo. Mu-
chas gracias. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:21 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Eduardo J. Padron, pres-
ident, Miami Dade College.

Remarks at Allison Transmission, Inc., Headquarters in Indianapolis,
Indiana
May 6, 2011

Thank you, everybody. Good to see you.
Thank you so much. Please have a seat. It is
good to be back in Indianapolis. I—hello, Hoo-
siers! Sorry about the Pacers. [Laughter] I’m
sorry, Mr. Mayor. [Laughter] Give the mayor a
big round of applause. He’s doing a great job.

Along with the mayor, we’ve got Secretary
of Transportation Ray LaHood in the house.
Ray—[applause]. We’ve got your own Member
of Congress, Andre Carson, here. And I want
to thank Larry Dewey and everybody here at
Allison for their extraordinary hospitality.

It is wonderful to be here. I just had a
chance to see the hybrid systems that you’re
working on here at the plant. I love seeing

high-tech machinery like this. I stand there,
and people explain it to me, and I pretend like
I know what they’re talking about. [Laughter]
But it looked outstanding. [Laughter]

What you’re doing here at Allison Transmis-
sion is really important. Today, there are more
than 3,800 buses using hybrid technology all
over the world, buses that have already saved
15 million gallons of fuel. And pretty soon
you’ll be expanding this technology to trucks as
well. And that means we’ll have even more ve-
hicles who are using even less oil. That means
more jobs here at Allison. Last month, you
added 50 jobs at this company, and I hear that
you plan to add another 200 over the next 2
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