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recognize the vital role that journalists play in
strengthening democratic governance around
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the world and we honor all those who have giv-
en their lives in courageous pursuit of the truth.

Remarks at the Wounded Warrior Project Soldier Ride Opening Ceremony

May 4, 2011

The President. Thank you. Good afternoon,
everybody. Welcome to the White House.
Thank you, Tammy, for the kind introduction,
but more importantly, for your extraordinary
service to our country in Iraq, in Illinois, and
now as Assistant Secretary of the VA, where
you're a champion for your fellow wounded
warriors. God bless you. We are so thankful for
Tammy Duckworth. Give her a big round of
applause.

I was proud to kick off this Soldier Ride 2
years ago. I'm just as thrilled to be kicking it off
today. I'm pleased that we’re joined by a num-
ber of Members of Congress here. The Sun is
coming out just as we start. We're also joined
by the Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff and one of my top advisers over the last
several years—I couldn’t be more grateful to
him—General Jim “Hoss” Cartwright. Please
give him a big round of applause.

Now, this is one of the most inspiring events
that we do at the White House. We're joined
by folks from every service. We've got Army.
We've got some Navy folks. We've got Air
Force. You know we’ve got some Marines. And
we've got some Coast Guard. And just as im-
portantly, we are joined by those who serve
and sacrifice alongside you, and that is all our
outstanding military families.

Now, you've all got your gear on. Youre on
your bikes. You all look pretty sharp.

Audience member. Thank you, sir.

The President. Thank you. [Laughter] You're
ready to go. So I'm not going to hold you back
too long here with a long speech. But it is im-
portant to remember what this day is about.

Today is a reminder, as Michelle and Jill
Biden have already said, that every American,
every single person in this country, can do some-
thing to support our remarkable troops and their
families. Everybody can do something.

So 7 years ago, a bartender from Long Is-
land had the same idea. He wasn’t from a mili-

tary family. He had never served in the mili-
tary. But he knew that he owed our military
something. He was just an ordinary American
who was grateful for the service of all those
who wear the uniform. And he said, “T just
wanted to give something back.”

So he jumped on his bike and rode across
the country, over 5,000 miles, to raise funds
and awareness for our wounded warriors. To-
day there are Soldier Rides all across America
giving our wounded warriors the confidence
and support they need to recover. That’s the
difference a single person can make. Today we
want to thank Chris Carney and everyone from
the Wounded Warrior Project for reminding
us of our obligations to each other as Ameri-
cans. Give them a big round of applause.

And today is also a tribute to all of you, a
generation that has written your own extraordi-
nary chapter in the American story. Our Na-
tion has been at war now for nearly 10 years.
Tour after tour, year after year, you've done
your duty. You've met every challenge, from
the deserts of Iraq to the mountains of Afghan-
istan. You've risked everything. And you've
carried in your hearts the memory of fallen he-
roes who gave everything.

You've earned your place among the great-
est of generation of Americans. And we saw
that again this past weekend when, thanks to
the courage and precision of our forces, the
terrorists who started this war and who took so
many innocent lives learned that America does
not forget; America will ensure that justice is
done.

Of course, for our riders here today, coming
home from war marked the beginning of an-
other battle: the battle to recover, to stand
again, to walk again, to relearn, in some cases,
the simple things that are the true pleasures of
life—dancing with your spouse or holding your
children. In many ways, this might have been
the toughest battle they've ever fought.

491



May 4 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2011

But I want all of you to know something.
You inspire me. You inspire everybody here.
Michelle and I treasure the moments that
we’ve had with some of you and your families.

Corporal Nickolas Edinger is here. Where’s
Nickolas? Right there, right in the middle. He
was one of our special guests when Michelle
and I hosted a recent dinner for military lead-
ers at the White House. He was serving in Af-
ghanistan when an IED blast cost him one of
his legs. But he’s here today as part of his jour-
ney to recovery. And I want to just welcome
Nickolas back.

Private First Class Corey Kent, where’s Co-
rey? Corey is right there. I met Corey during
one of my visits to Walter Reed last year. And
it was my honor to pin a Purple Heart on him.
He’s lost both legs. But he’s working hard to
recover, and he’s here today, ready to ride. So,
Corey, you are an inspiration.

Ted Wade is here. Ted, where are you?
Right there. After sustaining multiple injuries
in Iraq, Ted’s doctors did not think he would
survive. But he persevered. He pulled through.
And I was honored that Ted and his wife Sarah
joined us last year when I signed legislation for
veterans and caregivers. I'm pleased that Ted
and Sarah are back with us again today because
I can report that starting next week, our veter-
ans, wounded warriors, and caregivers can start
applying for the support that you need and de-
serve. We are going to get this done, and we’re

very proud of that.

Statement on Elections in Nigeria
May 4, 2011

This morning I called President Goodluck
Jonathan of Nigeria to congratulate him on his
election victory and to commend the people of
Nigeria for their resolve and patience during
last month’s historic Presidential, legislative,
and gubernatorial elections. The success of the
elections was a testament to Nigerian voters
who waited in long lines, stayed to watch their
votes counted, and were determined that these
elections mark a new chapter in Nigerian his-
tory. Credit also belongs to the Independent
National Electoral Commission, the National
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Now, Sarah once said of Ted, “Just like he
needed a team in the military to accomplish
the mission, he needs a team at home for the
longer war.” And so I say to all of you today,
we're going to keep building that team that you
need for recovery. We're determined to take
care of you as well as you've taken care of us.

So to all the riders here today, I want to say,
as your Commander in Chief and as an Ameri-
can, thank you. We are grateful for you. You
represent the very best in America. And in
your fight to recover and in the ride that you're
about to begin, we see the values and virtues
that make our country great.

We may take a hit. We may endure great
loss. But we are a strong and resilient people.
We push on. We persevere. We're confident in
our cause. And we know that, like generations
of Americans before us, we will emerge stron-
ger than before.

So God bless you all. God bless the United
States of America. And with that, let’s get this
thing started. I think I've got a horn.

All right. Are you all ready? You look ready.
One, two, three.

[At this point, the President sounded the horn
to begin the Soldier Ride.]

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:18 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Chris Carney, founder,
Wounded Warrior Project Soldier Ride.

Youth Service Corps, and Nigeria’s vibrant civil
society, all of which must play a role in ensur-
ing that the final results reflect the will of the
Nigerian people and that Nigerian authorities
investigate and address any allegations of fraud
or irregularities.

While the majority of Nigerians cast their
ballots free from intimidation and coercion, the
postelection violence that followed the Presi-
dential election on April 16 was deplorable. Vi-
olence has no place in a democratic society, and
it is the responsibility of all Nigerians to reject
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