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must meet our sacred responsibility to honor
all those who perished by recalling their cour-
age and dignity in the face of unspeakable

Statement on Polish Constitution Day
May 2, 2011

On behalf of the American people, I send
my best wishes to all who celebrate Polish
Constitution Day here in America, in Poland,
and around the world. Since adopting their
Constitution in 1791, the Polish people have
endured tremendous tragedy and challenges,
yet their perseverance has offered hope and in-
spiration to people around the world. Even to-
day, fledgling democratic movements look to
Poland as an example and guide. Here in the

atrocities, by insisting that the world never for-
get them, and by always standing up against in-
tolerance and injustice.

United States, Polish Americans are an impor-
tant part of our national character. As strong
NATO allies, the United States and Poland are
working together to promote stability, security,
and economic opportunity in Europe, Afghani-
stan, and around the world.

I look forward to deepening the enduring
ties between the United States and Poland
when I visit Warsaw later this month.

Message to the Senate on the African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty

May 2, 2011
To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and con-
sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith Protocols I and 1I to the African Nu-
clear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty (“the Trea-
ty”), signed on behalf of the United States at
Cairo, Egypt, on April 11, 1996. I also transmit
for the information of the Senate the Treaty to
which these Protocols relate, a third Protocol
to the Treaty, and the Department of State’s
Overview of the Protocols, which includes a
detailed article-by-article analysis of both the
Protocols and the Treaty.

I am convinced that it is in the best interest
of the United States to ratify Protocols I and II
to the Treaty. This step will strengthen our re-
lations with our African friends and allies, en-
hance U.S. security by furthering our global
nonproliferation and arms control objectives,
demonstrate our commitment to the decisions
taken at the 1995 Review and Extension Con-
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ference of the Parties to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, and
contribute significantly to the realization of the
African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone in all its
aspects. As the Department of State’s Over-
view of the Protocols explains, entry into force
of Protocols I and II for the United States
would require no changes in U.S. law, policy,
or practice.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to Protocols I and II to
the African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Trea-
ty, and give its advice and consent to their rati-
fication, subject to the statements contained in
the Department of State’s Overview of the
Protocols.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
May 2, 2011.
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