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one, we can say to those families who have lost
loved ones to Al Qaida’s terror: Justice has
been done.

Tonight we give thanks to the countless in-
telligence and counterterrorism professionals
who've worked tirelessly to achieve this out-
come. The American people do not see their
work nor know their names, but tonight they
feel the satisfaction of their work and the result
of their pursuit of justice.

We give thanks for the men who carried out
this operation, for they exemplify the profes-
sionalism, patriotism, and unparalleled cour-
age of those who serve our country. And they
are part of a generation that has borne the
heaviest share of the burden since that Sep-
tember day.

Finally, let me say to the families who lost
loved ones on 9/11 that we have never forgot-
ten your loss nor wavered in our commitment
to see that we do whatever it takes to prevent
another attack on our shores.

And tonight let us think back to the sense of
unity that prevailed on 9/11. T know that it has,
at times, frayed. Yet today’s achievement is a

testament to the greatness of our country and
the determination of the American people.

The cause of securing our country is not
complete. But tonight we are once again re-
minded that America can do whatever we set
our mind to. That is the story of our history,
whether it’s the pursuit of prosperity for our
people or the struggle for equality for all our
citizens, our commitment to stand up for our
values abroad, and our sacrifices to make the
world a safer place.

Let us remember that we can do these
things not just because of wealth or power, but
because of who we are: one Nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Thank you. May God bless you, and may
God bless the United States of America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:35 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to former President George
W. Bush; and President Asif Ali Zardari of Pak-
istan. The transcript was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on May 2.
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The President. Good morning, everybody.
Please be seated. On behalf of Michelle and
myself, welcome to the White House. To our
many guests from Hawaii, aloha. And thank you,
Chaplain Carver, for that wonderful invocation.

I think we can all agree, this is a good day for
America. Our country has kept its commitment
to see that justice is done. The world is safer; it
is a better place because of the death of Usama
bin Laden.

Today we are reminded that, as a nation,
there’s nothing we can’t do when we put our
shoulders to the wheel, when we work togeth-
er, when we remember the sense of unity that
defines us as Americans. And we’ve seen that
spirit, that patriotism, in the crowds that have
gathered here outside the White House, at
Ground Zero in New York, and across the
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country: people holding candles, waving the
flag, singing the national anthem. People
proud to live in the United States of America.

And we’re reminded that we are fortunate
to have Americans who dedicate their lives to
protecting ours. They volunteer, they train,
they endure separation from their families.
They take extraordinary risks so that we can be
safe. They get the job done. We may not always
know their names. We may not always know
their stories. But they are there, every day, on
the frontlines of freedom. And we are truly
blessed.

I do want to acknowledge before we begin
the ceremony two individuals who have been
critical as part of my team who are here today.
First of all, T think somebody who will go down
as one of the finest Secretaries of Defense in



our history, Secretary Bob Gates, who is here.
And sitting beside him, someone who served
with incredible valor on behalf of this country
and is now somebody who I think will go down
as one of the greatest Secretaries of Veterans
Affairs in our history, Eric Shinseki.

Now, I have to say that, as Commander in
Chief, I could not be prouder of our men and
women in uniform. That is true now, in today’s
wars. It has been true in all of our wars. And it
is why we are here today.

Long ago, a poet of the First World War
wrote of the sacrifice of young soldiers in war:

They shall not grow old, as we that are left
grow old:

Age shall not weary them, nor the years
condemn.

At the going down of the sun and in the
morning,

We will remember them.

Today we are joined by two American fami-
lies who, six decades ago, gave our Nation one of
their own: Private First Class Henry Svehla and
Private First Class Anthony Kaho’ohanohano.

They did not grow old. These two soldiers
made the ultimate sacrifice when they were
just 19 and 21 years old. Age did not weary
them. In the hearts of their families, they re-
main forever young, loving sons, protective
brothers, hometown kids who stood tall in
America’s hometown—in America’s uniform.

Today we remember them. And we honor
them with the highest military decoration that
our Nation can bestow, the Medal of Honor. In
so doing, we also honor their families, who re-
mind us that it is our extraordinary military
families who also bear the heavy burden of war.

We are joined by Members of Congress who
are here. We are very grateful for you. We are
also joined by leaders from the Army and our
Armed Forces, including Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff Admiral Mike Mullen and the
Vice Chairman, General Jim “Hoss” Cartwright.
Where—where—there they are, right there.

And this is not in the script, but let me just
acknowledge that without the leadership of
Bob Gates, Mike Mullen, Hoss Cartwright, to-
day and yesterday would not have happened.
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And their steadiness and leadership has been
extraordinary. I could not be prouder of them,
and I am so grateful that they've been part of
our team, so—[applause].

I especially want to welcome some of those
who fought so bravely 60 years ago, our inspir-
ing Korean veterans—Korean war veterans
who have made the trip here. And I also want
to acknowledge those who are welcoming two
more American heroes into the ranks, mem-
bers of the Medal of Honor Society. Thank you
so much for your presence.

This past November, I paid a visit to South
Korea, a visit that coincided with the 60th an-
niversary of the start of the Korean war, as well
as November 11, Veterans Day. And I was
privileged to spend part of the day with our
troops and with dozens of veterans of the Ko-
rean war, members of a generation who, in the
words of their memorial here in Washington,
fought for “a country they never knew and a
people they never met.”

It was a generation that included Private
First Class Anthony Kaho’ohanohano. Tony
grew up in Hawaii, in Maui. He learned early
that we have a duty to others from his father, a
dedicated police officer, and his mother, who
devoted herself to their nine children. Tony
was a tall guy. He loved Hawaii, swimming in
the ocean, playing basketball—sounds like my
kind of guy. [Laughter] His siblings remember
him as the big brother, quiet but strong, who
took care of them, stood up for them in the
neighborhood, and who would treat them to
ice cream.

Tony’s loyalty to family was matched by his
love of country, even though Hawaii wasn’t
even a State yet. By September 1951, the Ko-
rean war had been raging for more than a year,
and Tony was part of the 17th Infantry Regi-
ment, 7th Infantry Division, which had been
fighting for strategic hills that could shape the
course of the war.

His squad was near a village called Chupa-ri
when they came under ferocious attack. With
the enemy advancing, with his men outnum-
bered, Tony made a decision. He ordered his
squad to fall back and seek cover. And then
Tony did something else. He stayed behind.
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Machine gun in hand, he laid down fire so his
men could get to safety. He was one American
soldier, alone, against an approaching army.

When Tony was wounded in the shoulder,
he fought on. He threw grenade after grenade.
When his weapon ran out of ammunition, he
grabbed another. And when he ran out of am-
mo, he reached for the only thing left, a shovel.
That’s when the enemy overran his position.
And in those final moments, the combat was
hand to hand.

It was that bravery, that courage, of a single
soldier that inspired his men to regroup, to ral-
ly, and to drive the enemy back. And when
they finally reached Tony’s position, the mea-
sure of his valor became clear. After firing so
many bullets, the barrel of his machine gun
was literally bent. But Tony had stood his
ground. He had saved the lives of his men.

After his death, Tony was awarded the Ar-
my’s second highest award for valor, the Dis-
tinguished Service Cross. But his family felt he
deserved more. And so did Senator and World
War II vet Danny Akaka. We're honored that
Senator Akaka has joined us, as well as Mazie
Hirono. And obviously, we are extraordinarily
grateful that we’re joined by another Senator
and a Medal of Honor recipient, Dan Inouye.
Thank you so much for your presence.

Now, Hawaii is a small State, but the Ka-
ho’ohanohanos are a very big family. In fact, I
went to high school with one of their cousins,
Whitey. Tell Whitey I said, “How’s it?”
[Laughter]

This is a remarkable family. Service defines
them. Tony’s father and all six sons served in
the military. Another member of the family has
served in Afghanistan. Nearly 30 members of
the family have traveled from Hawaii to be
here, including Tony’s sister Elaine and broth-
er Eugene.

For the sacrifice that your family endured,
for the service that your family has rendered,
thank you so much. Mahalo nui loa.

I would ask that you all join me in welcom-
ing Tony’s nephew George, who worked for so
many years to get his uncle the honor that he
deserved. George.
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[At this point, Maj. Reginald McClam, USMC,
Marine Corps Aide to the President, read the ci-
tation, and the President presented the medal.]

The President. About the time that Tony was
inspiring his men, another young soldier was
joining up with the 7th Infantry Division in Ko-
rea: Private First Class Henry Svehla. He grew
up in New Jersey. He loved fishing on the Jer-
sey shore. He was one of six kids and the
youngest son, but the one who seemed to take
care of everybody else.

His sister Dorothy remembers how their
mom would be in the kitchen, at the end of a
long day, trying to cook dinner for six kids.
Henry, a teenager, would walk in, grab his
mother’s hand, and dance her around the
kitchen. “If anybody needed him,” said Doro-
thy, “Henry was there.”

And he was there for America, in Korea, as
the war neared its third and final year. Henry
knew the dangers. And in one of his last letters
home, he wrote, “I may not return.”

That June of 1952, the heat was unbearable.
The monsoon rains and mosquitoes were re-
lentless. But the 7th Infantry Division pushed
on, probing enemy lines, fighting bunker by
bunker, hill by hill. And as Henry and his com-
pany neared the top of one hill, the rocky
slopes seemed to explode with enemy fire. His
unit started to falter, and that’s when Henry
made his move.

He stood up, he looked ahead, and he
charged forward into a hail of bullets. Those
who were there describe how he kept firing his
weapon, kept hurling grenades, and
how—even after being wounded in the
face—he refused medical attention and kept
leading the charge.

That's when an enemy grenade landed
among his men. Every human instinct, every
impulse, would tell a person to turn away. But
at that critical moment, Henry Svehla did the
opposite. He threw himself on that grenade.
And with his sacrifice, he saved the lives of his
fellow soldiers.

Henry Svehla’s body has never been recov-
ered. That’s a wound in the heart of his family
that has never been fully healed. It’s also a re-



minder that, as a nation, we must never forget
those who didn’t come home, are missing in
action, who were taken prisoner of war. And
we must never stop trying to bring them back
to their families.

Henry was awarded the Distinguished Ser-
vice Cross, but his family believed that he had
earned this Nation’s highest military honor.
They contacted their Congressman and his
staff, who made it their mission. And we thank
Representative Bill Pascrell for making this
day possible.

Henry’s parents and brother did not live to
see this day, but two of his sisters, Dorothy and
Sylvia, are with us. Dorothy, Sylvia, you remind
us that behind every American who wears our
Nation’s uniform stands a family who serves
with them. And behind every American who
lays down their life for our country is a family
who mourns them and honors them for the
rest of their lives. Every day, for nearly 60
years, you have lived the poet’s words:

At the going down of the sun and in the
morning,
We will remember them.

And so I want to conclude today by inviting
everyone to join me in Welcoming Henry’s sis-
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ter Dorothy to the stage for the presentation of
the medal.

[Maj. Reginald McClam, USMC, Marine Corps
Aide to the President, read the citation, and the
President presented the medal.]

The President. Let’s give both families a big
round of applause for Anthony and for Henry.

[Maj. Gen. Douglas L. Carver, USA, Chief of
Chaplains, then read a prayer.]

Audience members. Amen.

The President. Thank you so much, every-
one. Please enjoy the reception.

And again, to the families, we could not be
prouder of Anthony and Henry. We are grate-
ful for their sacrifice. We are grateful for your
sacrifice. You have made this country safer.
Tony and Henry stand as a model of courage
and patriotism.

God bless you, and God bless the United
States of America. Thank you, everyone.

NoTE: The President spoke at 12:08 p.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Usama bin Laden, leader
of the Al Qaida terrorist organization, who was
killed in a U.S. Navy SEALSs counterterrorism
operation in Abbottabad, Pakistan, on May 1.

Statement on Holocaust Remembrance Day

May 2, 2011

I join people here at home, in Israel, and
around the world in commemorating Holo-
caust Remembrance Day and in honoring the
memory of all those who suffered, died, and
lost loved ones in one of the most barbaric acts
in human history.

More than six decades after the Holocaust
and at a time when Holocaust denial and geno-
cidal ideologies persist, our grief and our out-
rage over the Nazis’ murder of 6 million Jews
and so many others have not diminished. This
year marks both the 65th anniversary of the
verdicts at the first Nuremberg trial, a defining
moment in international justice, and the 50th

anniversary of Adolf Eichmann’s trial, where
the world heard firsthand testimonies from
those who had suffered the horrors of the Ho-
locaust. From this tragedy, we see the cost of
allowing hatred go unanswered in the world,
but from this justice, we also see the power of
holding the perpetrators of genocide account-
able. Remembering these events only reinforc-
es our solemn commitment to confront those
who tell lies about our history and to stop the
spread of hate in our own time.

We must heed the urgency to listen to and
care for the last living survivors, camp libera-
tors, and the witnesses to the Shoah. And we
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