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kinds of vehicles, we implemented historic new
fuel economy standards, which could save you
as much as $3,000 at the pump.

Now, I know that in this tough fiscal envi-
ronment, it’s tempting for some in Washing-
ton to want to cut our investments in clean
energy. And I absolutely agree that the only
way we’ll be able to afford the things we need
is if we cut the things we don’t and live within
our means. But I refuse to cut things like
clean energy that will help America win the
future by growing our economy and creating
good-paying jobs, that will help make Ameri-
ca more secure, and that will help clean up

our planet in the process. An investment in
clean energy today is an investment in a bet-
ter tomorrow, and I think that’s an investment
worth making.

Thanks for listening, and have a great week-
end.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 6:45 p.m. on April 28 in the Roosevelt
Room at the White House for broadcast on
April 30. The transcript was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary on April 29,
but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on
April 30.

Remarks at the White House Correspondents’ Association Dinner
April 30, 2011

All right, everybody, please have a seat.
My fellow Americans—[laughter]—mahalo!

[Laughter] It is wonderful to be here at the
White House Correspondents’ dinner. What a
week. As some of you heard, the State of Hawaii
released my official, long-form birth certificate. 

Hopefully, this puts all doubts to rest. But
just in case there are any lingering questions,
tonight I’m prepared to go a step further. To-
night, for the first time, I am releasing my offi-
cial birth video. [Laughter]

Now, I warn you. [Laughter] No one has
seen this footage in 50 years, not even me. But
let’s take a look.

[At this point, a video featuring clips of Dis-
ney’s “The Lion King” was shown.]  

Oh, well. Back to square one. I want to
make clear to the FOX News table: That was a
joke. [Laughter] That was not my real birth
video. That was a children’s cartoon. Call Dis-
ney if you don’t believe me. [Laughter] They
have the original long-form version. 

Anyway, it’s good to be back with so many
esteemed guests: celebrities, Senators, journal-
ists, essential Government employees—[laugh-
ter]—nonessential Government employees. You
know who you are. [Laughter]

I am very much looking forward to hearing
Seth Meyers tonight. He’s a young, fresh face

who can do no wrong in the eyes of his fans.
Seth, enjoy it while it lasts. [Laughter]

Yes, I think it is fair to say that when it
comes to my Presidency, the honeymoon is
over. [Laughter] For example, some people
now suggest that I’m too professorial. And I’d
like to address that head on, by assigning all of
you some reading that will help you draw your
own conclusions. [Laughter] Others say that
I’m arrogant. But I’ve found a really great self-
help tool for this: my poll numbers. 

I’ve even let down my key core constituen-
cy: movie stars. Just the other day, Matt Da-
mon—I love Matt Damon, love the guy—Matt
Damon said he was disappointed in my perfor-
mance. Well, Matt, I just saw “The Adjustment
Bureau,” so—[laughter]—right back at you,
buddy. [Laughter]

Of course, there’s someone who I can always
count on for support, my wonderful wife Mi-
chelle. We made a terrific team at the Easter
egg roll this week. I’d give out bags of candy to
the kids, and she’d snatch them right back out
of their little hands—[laughter]—snatched
them. [Laughter]

And where is the National Public Radio ta-
ble? [Applause] You guys are still here?
[Laughter] That’s good. I couldn’t remember
where we landed on that. [Laughter] Now, I
know you were a little tense when the GOP
tried to cut your funding, but personally, I was
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looking forward to new programming like “No
Things Considered”—[laughter]—or “Wait,
Wait . . . Don’t Fund Me!” [Laughter]

Of course, the deficit is a serious issue. That’s
why Paul Ryan couldn’t be here tonight. His
budget has no room for laughter. [Laughter]

Michele Bachmann is here, though, I under-
stand, and she is thinking about running for
President, which is weird because I hear she
was born in Canada. [Laughter] Yes, Michele,
this is how it starts. [Laughter] Just letting you
know. [Laughter]

Tim Pawlenty—he seems all-American, but
have you heard his real middle name, Tim
“Hosni” Pawlenty? [Laughter] What a shame.
[Laughter]

My buddy, our outstanding Ambassador,
Jon Huntsman, is with us. Now, there’s some-
thing you might not know about Jon. He didn’t
learn to speak Chinese to go there. Oh, no. He
learned English to come here. [Laughter]

And then there’s a vicious rumor floating
around that I think could really hurt Mitt Rom-
ney. I heard he passed universal health care
when he was Governor of Massachusetts.
[Laughter] Someone should get to the bottom
of that. 

And I know just the guy to do it; Donald
Trump is here tonight! [Laughter] Now, I
know that he’s taken some flak lately, but no
one is happier, no one is prouder to put this
birth certificate matter to rest than the Don-
ald. [Laughter] And that’s because he can fi-
nally get back to focusing on the issues that
matter, like, did we fake the Moon landing?
What really happened in Roswell? [Laughter]
And where are Biggie and Tupac? [Laughter]

But all kidding aside, obviously, we all know
about your credentials and breadth of experi-
ence. [Laughter] For example—no, seriously,
just recently, in an episode of “Celebrity Ap-
prentice”—[laughter]—at the steakhouse, the
men’s cooking team did not impress the judges
from Omaha Steaks. And there was a lot of
blame to go around. But you, Mr. Trump, rec-
ognized that the real problem was a lack of
leadership. And so ultimately, you didn’t blame
Lil Jon or Meat Loaf—[laughter]—you fired
Gary Busey. [Laughter] And these are the kind

of decisions that would keep me up at night.
Well handled, sir. [Laughter] Well handled. 

Say what you will about Mr. Trump, he cer-
tainly would bring some change to the White
House. Let’s see what we’ve got up there.
[Laughter]

[An image of the White House with a sign read-
ing “Trump White House Resort and Casino”
was shown.]

So yes, this has been quite a year in politics,
but also in the movies. Many people, for in-
stance, were inspired by “The King’s Speech.”
It’s a wonderful film. Well, some of you may
not know this, but there’s now a sequel in the
works that touches close to home. And because
this is a Hollywood crowd, tonight I can offer a
sneak peek. So can we show the trailer, please?

[A parody video was shown.]

Coming to a theater near you.
Let me close on a serious note. We are hav-

ing a good time, but as has been true for the
last several years, we have incredible young
men and women who are serving in uniform
overseas in the most extraordinary of circum-
stances. And we are reminded of their courage
and their valor. 

We also need to remember our neighbors in
Alabama and across the South that have been
devastated by terrible storms from last week.
Michelle and I were down there yesterday, and
we’ve spent a lot of time with some of the folks
who have been affected. The devastation is un-
imaginable and is heartbreaking, and it’s going
to be a long road back. And so we need to keep
those Americans in our thoughts and in our
prayers. But we also need to stand with them
in the hard months and perhaps years to come. 

I intend to make sure that the Federal Gov-
ernment does that. And I’ve got faith that the
journalists in this room will do their part for
the people who have been affected by this di-
saster, by reporting on their progress and let-
ting the rest of America know when they will
need more help. Those are stories that need
telling. And that’s what all of you do best,
whether it’s rushing to the site of a devastating
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storm in Alabama or braving danger to cover a
revolution in the Middle East.

You know, in the last months, we’ve seen
journalists threatened, arrested, beaten, at-
tacked, and in some cases even killed simply
for doing their best to bring us the story, to
give people a voice, and to hold leaders ac-
countable. And through it all, we’ve seen dar-
ing men and women risk their lives for the sim-
ple idea that no one should be silenced and ev-
eryone deserves to know the truth.

That’s what you do. At your best, that’s what
journalism is. That’s the principle that you up-
hold. It is always important, but it’s especially
important in times of challenge, like the mo-
ment that America and the world is facing now.

So I thank you for your service and the con-
tributions that you make. And I want to close
by recognizing not only your service, but also
to remember those that have been lost as a

consequence of the extraordinary reporting
that they’ve done over recent weeks. They
help, too, to defend our freedoms and allow
democracy to flourish. 

God bless you, and may God bless the Unit-
ed States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:01 p.m. at
the Washington Hilton hotel. In his remarks,
he referred to former Gov. Timothy J. Pawlen-
ty of Minnesota; former U.S. Ambassador to
China Jon M. Huntsman, Jr.; former Gov. W.
Mitt Romney of Massachusetts; Donald J.
Trump, chairman and chief executive officer,
Trump Organization; actors Seth A. Meyers,
Matthew P. Damon, and W. Gary Busey; and
musicians Jonathan “Lil Jon” Smith and Mar-
vin L. “Meat Loaf” Aday. The transcript was
released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on May 1.

Remarks on the Death of Al Qaida Terrorist Organization Leader Usama bin
Laden
May 1, 2011

Good evening. Tonight I can report to the
American people and to the world that the
United States has conducted an operation that
killed Usama bin Laden, the leader of Al Qaida
and a terrorist who’s responsible for the mur-
der of thousands of innocent men, women, and
children.

It was nearly 10 years ago that a bright Sep-
tember day was darkened by the worst attack
on the American people in our history. The im-
ages of 9/11 are seared into our national mem-
ory: hijacked planes cutting through a cloud-
less September sky; the Twin Towers collaps-
ing to the ground; black smoke billowing up
from the Pentagon; the wreckage of Flight 93
in Shanksville, Pennsylvania, where the actions
of heroic citizens saved even more heartbreak
and destruction. 

And yet we know that the worst images are
those that were unseen to the world: the empty
seat at the dinner table; children who were
forced to grow up without their mother or
their father; parents who would never know

the feeling of their child’s embrace; nearly
3,000 citizens taken from us, leaving a gaping
hole in our hearts. 

On September 11, 2001, in our time of grief,
the American people came together. We of-
fered our neighbors a hand, and we offered the
wounded our blood. We reaffirmed our ties to
each other and our love of community and
country. On that day, no matter where we
came from, what God we prayed to, or what
race or ethnicity we were, we were united as
one American family. 

We were also united in our resolve to pro-
tect our Nation and to bring those who com-
mitted this vicious attack to justice. We quickly
learned that the 9/11 attacks were carried out
by Al Qaida, an organization headed by Usama
bin Laden, which had openly declared war on
the United States and was committed to killing
innocents in our country and around the globe.
And so we went to war against Al Qaida to pro-
tect our citizens, our friends, and our allies. 
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