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The President. Appreciate you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:58 p.m. at
Facebook, Inc., headquarters. In his remarks,
he referred to Sheryl K. Sandberg, chief oper-

ating officer, Facebook, Inc.; Andrew S.
Grove, senior adviser, cofounder, and former
chief executive officer, Intel Corp.; and Su-
preme Court Associate Justices Elena Kagan
and Sonia M. Sotomayor.

Statement on the First Anniversary of the BP Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill
April 20, 2011

One year ago today, the Deepwater Horizon
oil platform exploded, killing 11 men and ulti-
mately releasing an estimated 4.9 million bar-
rels of oil in the Gulf of Mexico. That cata-
strophic event deeply affected the lives of mil-
lions of Americans, from local fishermen to
restaurant and hotel owners and small busi-
nesses throughout the region. From the begin-
ning, my administration brought every avail-
able resource to bear, amassing the largest oil
spill response in our Nation’s history. At the
height of the response, approximately 48,000
men and women worked tirelessly to mitigate
the worst impacts of the spill. While we’ve
made significant progress, the job isn’t done.

Nearly 2,000 responders are actively work-
ing in the Gulf to aid in the ongoing recovery
efforts. We continue to hold BP and other re-
sponsible parties fully accountable for the
damage they’ve done and the painful losses
that they’ve caused. We’re monitoring seafood

to ensure its continued safety and implement-
ing aggressive new reforms for offshore oil pro-
duction in the Gulf so that we can safely and
responsibly expand development of our own
energy resources. And EPA Administrator Lisa
Jackson is leading a task force to coordinate the
long-term restoration effort based on input
from local scientists, experts, and citizens.

The events that unfolded on April 20, 2010,
and the oil spill that followed underscores the
critical link between the environment and eco-
nomic health of the Gulf. My administration is
committed to doing whatever is necessary to
protect and restore the Gulf Coast. Today we
remember the 11 lives lost as a result of this
tragic event and thank the thousands of re-
sponders who worked to mitigate this disaster.
But we also keep a watchful eye on the con-
tinuing and important work required to ensure
that the Gulf Coast recovers stronger than be-
fore.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in San Francisco,
California
April 20, 2011

Thank you. Everybody, sit down. Have a seat.
I know all of you wish that Stevie would just

keep on playing. [Laughter] I understand that,
and I can relate to it. I was mentioning to
Marc—and I hate to do this to you, Stevie, be-
cause I’m dating you a little bit—but the first
album that I ever bought with my own little
spending money was “Talking Book.” I was 10
years old. I was 10 years old, and I would sit in
my room, and I had this old phonograph, and
the earphones were, like, really big. You didn’t
have the little iPod buds. They covered your
whole ear. And I would sit in my room and pre-

tend I was Stevie Wonder. [Laughter] And un-
fortunately, my grandparents, who were—I
was living with at the time—they had to suffer
hearing me sing. I couldn’t hear myself sing. I
was just hearing Stevie, and I figured I sound-
ed just like him. [Laughter] But I’m sure that
was not the case.

Anyway, Stevie and Will.i.am have both been
huge supporters, huge friends from very early
on in this campaign process. And so it’s won-
derful to have them here. But I want to most of
all thank Marc and Lynne and Leia for sharing
their homes. This is an incredible setting, but
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what makes it special is the fact that I’ve got a
lot of friends in this room.

As Marc indicated, people who are leaders,
not just in this community, but nationally and
internationally, but so many of you helped get
this project started. Some of you are involved
in startups. Well, I was a startup just—not so
long ago. And when I think about that cam-
paign in 2008, the fact is, so many of you took a
chance on me. It was not at all likely that I was
going to win. A lot of people couldn’t pro-
nounce my name, much less expect that I
would end up being in the Oval Office.

But a lot of you put faith in that campaign,
primarily because the campaign wasn’t about
me. What the campaign was about was a partic-
ular vision of America, an idea about who we
are as a people. It was a notion that for all our
differences, for all the shifts that have taken
place in this country, for all our sometimes
troubled history, despite—no, because of our
diversity of race and faith and region, that there
was something special when we come together
and that we can somehow combine a fierce in-
dividualism and a sense of entrepreneurship
and risk-taking and self-reliance and responsi-
bility with also a sense of community, a sense of
mutual obligation, a sense that our lives are bet-
ter if we’re looking out for one another.

And that spirit was captured in the cam-
paign, and I was sort of a repository for a lot of
hopes and expectations that we could get past
so many of the divisions and start working to-
gether, because we were facing some funda-
mental challenges in this country that we
hadn’t seen in a very long time.

Now, as Marc mentioned, I think none of us
realized how profound some of the crises that
we were going to confront would be. When I
started running, and even up until maybe a cou-
ple months before the campaign, we didn’t real-
ize we faced the worst financial crisis since the
Great Depression. We didn’t realize that we
had already lost 4 million jobs by the time I was
sworn in and would lose another 4 million prob-
ably in the first 3, 4, 6 months of my Presidency.

We didn’t understand the degree to which
the financial system might melt down and its
global consequences. And yet despite the enor-

mous economic challenges we faced, despite
the changes that we’re seeing internationally,
we have made extraordinary progress, not just
pulling the economy back from the brink, but
also pushing through that vision that we had,
making an America that was more competitive,
that was more inclusive, an America that was
tapping into that entrepreneurial spirit and
once again regaining our edge in this 21st-
century global economy, and ended up deliver-
ing on promises and commitments that we had
made to each other that we knew were going to
be very hard, but we knew were going to be
important for our future.

So not only did we make the biggest invest-
ment in education that the Federal Govern-
ment has ever made, not only did we make the
biggest investment in clean energy in our his-
tory, not only did we make the biggest invest-
ment in infrastructure since Dwight Eisen-
hower built the Interstate Highway System,
not only did we put the most money in basic
research in our history, but we passed a health
care bill that finally began to deliver on the
promise of universal health care, something
we’d been trying to do for a hundred years.

We got “don’t ask, don’t tell” repealed so
that anybody who loves this country can serve
this country. We got two women on the Su-
preme Court, including the first Latino wom-
an—the first Latina on the Supreme Court.

On issue after issue, we’ve made progress.
Now, here’s the challenge, and then I’m going
to shut up because I want to—well, I won’t
shut up, I want to take some questions from
folks. For all the good work that we’ve done,
we’re not finished. We’ve got more work to do.

And I think most of the people here under-
stand that we still have some fundamental
choices to make in this country if we’re going
to deliver the kind of America to our children
and our grandchildren that we dreamed about
and thought about in 2008.

The economy is still not as strong as it needs
to be, and we’ve still got millions of people all
around the country who are out of work, at risk
of losing their home, can’t pay their bills. And
we’ve got to deliver for them.
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There are still too many children out there
who are in substandard schools, can’t imagine
working for one of the companies that are
represented here today, don’t even know
these companies exist, can’t imagine a career
that was stable and steady and that would al-
low them to raise a family. So we’re going to
have to deliver on education reform here and
all across the country and make sure that
those kids can go to college and get career
ready.

We’re not finished when it comes to energy.
Right now we’ve got 4-dollar-a-gallon gas, and
most of the people under this tent don’t have
to worry about that. But for the average person
who has to drive 50 miles to work and can’t af-
ford to buy the Tesla—[laughter]—it’s ham-
mering them. It’s hurting them. So there’s a
huge economic imperative. There’s a national
security imperative as well because we see
what’s happening in the Middle East and we
understand that a finite resource that is pri-
marily located in a very unstable part of the
world is not good for our long-term future.

And then there’s the environmental aspect
of it. There are climate change deniers in Con-
gress, and when the economy gets tough,
sometimes environmental issues drop from
people’s radar screens. But I don’t think
there’s any doubt that unless we are able to
move forward in a serious way on clean energy
that we’re putting our children and our grand-
children at risk.

So that’s not yet done. And then we’ve got
this big budget debate that we’re having, which
really is probably the most fundamental exam-
ple of the choice that we’re going to be facing
over the next 10, 15, 20 years. And I won’t re-
peat some of the speeches that I’ve given re-
cently because I suspect some of you have
heard them. But let me just be very clear: The
deficit is real. Our debt is real. We’ve got to do
something about it. But how we do it is going
to make a huge difference in terms of whether
we can win the future.

And we’ve got a very stark choice. You’ve
got a Republican vision right now in Congress
that says we are going to slash clean energy
funding by 70 percent, education funding by

25 percent, transportation funding by a third;
we’re going to cut taxes further for the well to
do; and we’re going to make up the entire
deficit not only by cutting programs for things
like Head Start, but we’re also going to funda-
mentally change our social compact so that
Medicare is no longer something that our se-
niors can count on.

The alternative vision, the one that I pre-
sented, says we can manage this debt and this
deficit in a serious way by eliminating spend-
ing we don’t need, saving $2 trillion making
some tough choices, but also raising a trillion
dollars’ worth of revenue, primarily from folks
like us who have benefited incredibly from
this society and everything that it offers, that
will save us a trillion dollars on interest; and
that we can change our health care system so
instead of just shifting those costs on to peo-
ple who aren’t in a position to bear those
costs, actually making the health care system
more efficient, making it work, using things
like health IT and managing of chronic care
and making sure that our providers are reim-
bursed in smarter ways to bend the cost curve
on health care so that it’s sustainable for the
next generation.

That’s a fundamental choice, a fundamental
distinction in terms of how we view the future.

And so I’ll just close these opening remarks
by saying that I am a congenital optimist when
it comes to this country, and I do not accept a
vision that says America gets small, where sud-
denly, we can’t build a world-class smart grid
or we can’t build the best ports and airports or
we don’t have the best scientific research or
our kids can no longer access the best universi-
ties unless they’re wealthy or we can’t afford to
look after people who are the most vulnerable
in our society or we can’t provide a guarantee
to our seniors that they’re going to be cared for
after a lifetime of hard work.

That’s the easy path in some ways. I mean,
the easiest thing to do is for the rich and the
powerful to say, we’ve got ours and we don’t
have to worry about the rest. Doesn’t require a
lot of imagination. The easiest way to cut
health care is just stop giving health care to
people.
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But that’s not the America I believe in. That’s
not the America you believe in. And that’s what
2012 is going to be about. We started something
in 2008; we haven’t finished it yet. And I’m go-
ing to need you to help me finish it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:30 p.m. at
the residence of Marc R. and Lynne Benioff.

In his remarks, he referred to musician Wil-
liam J. “Will.i.am” Adams, Jr.; and Leia Be-
nioff, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Benioff. The
transcript was released by the Office of the
Press Secretary on April 21. Audio was not
available for verification of the content of
these remarks. 

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Fundraiser in San Francisco
April 20, 2011

The President. Everybody, have a seat.
Thank you so much. It’s good to be back in San
Francisco.

Part of the reason is because I’ve got some
great friends here. And a couple people I want
to acknowledge: Somebody who is one of the
greatest Speakers that I know of and is going to
be one of the greatest Speakers again, Nancy
Pelosi is in the house. The Lieutenant Gover-
nor, former mayor, Gavin Newsom is here. An
outstanding congressional delegation, Barbara
Lee, Mike Honda—where’s Mike Honda?
John Garamendi is here. Jerry McNerney is
here. State Controller John Chiang is here, and
State Treasurer Bill Lockyer is here.

And you’re here. [Applause] I see you. Thank
you.

It is nice to be back west, in the great State
of California. And let me just say this. Obvious-
ly, there are extraordinary responsibilities to
this job. There are certain pleasures as well.
And coming in on Marine One and then just
coming right past the Golden Gate Bridge,
that’s a pretty nice perk. I’ve got to say, one of
the greatest views in the world.

I had come in from a town hall meeting
hosted by Facebook. And I was happy to find
out that my Facebook page was doing pretty
well. We had—[laughter]—I’ve got 19 mil-
lion friends, which only puts me half a mil-
lion friends behind SpongeBob SquarePants.
[Laughter] So that’s something to aspire to,
keeping up with SpongeBob.

Audience member. We love you!
The President. I love you back. I do.
It’s especially nice to be out of Washington,

DC. There are wonderful folks doing great

work in Washington, but I have to say that the
conversation you hear in Washington is just
different from the conversation you hear
around kitchen tables or around office coolers.
And that’s why we decided that our reelection
campaign will be the first one in modern histo-
ry to be based outside of Washington, DC.
We’re going back to Chicago.

We’re going back to Chicago because I don’t
want our campaign only hearing from pundits
and power brokers and the cable chatter. I
want our campaign to be hearing from the peo-
ple who got us here. I want to make sure we’re
putting the campaign back in your hands, the
hands of the same organizers and volunteers
that proved the last time that together, ordi-
nary people can do extraordinary things. When
we’re together, there is nothing we can’t do, in-
cluding elect a guy named Barack Obama to
the highest office in the land.

Now, a few things have changed since the
last time around. I’m older. [Laughter] I am
grayer. [Laughter] But my memory has not
gone, and so I can still remember that night in
Grant Park, when there was so much excite-
ment in the streets and that sense of hope and
possibility. And I know you remember not only
the good feeling, but also what I said on that
night. I said that our work wasn’t ending, it was
just beginning. I said that our climb was going
to be steep. We had so many challenges ahead
of us. And I have to say that at the time, I cau-
tioned people. I said, we may not get there in 1
year; we may not even get there in one term.
But if we came together, if we showed the
same fortitude and persistence and optimism
that had gotten us to election night, then we
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