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Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Executive Order Prohibiting
Certain Transactions With Respect to North Korea
April 18, 2011

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Pursuant to the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.)
(IEEPA), I hereby report that I have issued an
Executive Order (the “order”) that takes addi-
tional steps to address the national emergency
declared in Executive Order 13466 of June 26,
2008, and expanded in Executive Order 13551
of August 30, 2010. 

In 2008, upon terminating the exercise of
certain authorities under the Trading With the
Enemy Act (TWEA) with respect to North Ko-
rea, the President issued Executive Order
13466 and declared a national emergency pur-
suant to IEEPA to deal with the unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security and
foreign policy of the United States posed by the
existence and risk of the proliferation of weap-
ons-usable fissile material on the Korean Penin-
sula. Executive Order 13466 continued certain
restrictions on North Korea and North Korean
nationals that had been in place under TWEA.

In 2010, I determined that the Government
of North Korea’s continued provocative actions
destabilized the Korean Peninsula and imper-
iled U.S. Armed Forces, allies, and trading
partners in the region, and warranted the im-
position of additional sanctions, and I issued
Executive Order 13551, expanding the national
emergency declared in Executive Order
13466. In Executive Order 13551, I ordered
blocked the property and interests in property
of three North Korean entities and one indi-
vidual listed in the Annex to that order and
provided criteria under which the Secretary of
the Treasury, in consultation with the Secre-
tary of State, may designate additional persons
whose property and interests in property shall
be blocked. 

The United Nations Security Council, in
Resolutions 1718 and 1874, requires Member
States to take certain measures to prevent,
among other transactions, the importation of
certain goods and services from North Korea.

The sanctions contained in Executive Order
13551 strengthen the implementation of these
Resolutions. 

I have issued the order today to further ad-
dress the national emergency with respect to
North Korea and ensure implementation of
United Nations Security Council Resolutions
1718 and 1874. The order also complements
executive authorities under section 73 of the
Arms Export Control Act to ensure that all im-
ports from North Korea are consistent with the
import restrictions described in that provision,
even when relevant designations under that
provision are not in effect. To accomplish
these goals, the order prohibits the direct or in-
direct importation of goods, services, and tech-
nology from North Korea. Unless exempt, all
imports into the United States from North Ko-
rea must be authorized. 

The order leaves in place all existing sanc-
tions imposed under Executive Orders 13466
and 13551. 

I have delegated to the Secretary of the
Treasury the authority, in consultation with the
Secretary of State, to take such actions, includ-
ing the promulgation of rules and regulations,
and to employ all powers granted to the Presi-
dent by IEEPA and the United Nations Partic-
ipation Act as may be necessary to carry out
the purposes of the order. In particular, this
delegated authority may be used to establish a
process to consider licenses for imports from
North Korea that are consistent with the pur-
poses of the order. 

The order is effective at 12:01 a.m. eastern
daylight time on April 19, 2011. All executive
agencies of the United States Government are
directed to take all appropriate measures with-
in their authority to carry out the provisions of
the order. 

I am enclosing a copy of the order I have is-
sued.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA
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NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., Presi-

dent of the Senate. The Executive order is
listed in Appendix D at the end of this vol-
ume.

Remarks at an Easter Prayer Breakfast
April 19, 2011

The President. Thank you very much. Thank
you. Please, please have a seat. Well, it is abso-
lutely wonderful to be here with all of you to-
day. I see so many good friends all around the
room.

Before I begin, I want to acknowledge one
particular member of my administration who
I’m extraordinarily proud of and does not get
much credit, and that is USAID Administrator
Dr. Raj Shah, who is doing great work with
faith leaders. Where’s Raj? Where is he? There
he is right there. Raj is doing great work with
faith leaders on our Feed the Future global
hunger program, as well as on a host of other
issues. We could not be prouder of the work
that he’s doing. I also want to acknowledge
Congressman Mike McIntyre and his wife
Dee. Mike—[applause]—as some of you
know, obviously, North Carolina was ravaged
by storms this past weekend, and our thoughts
and prayers are with all the families who have
been affected down there. I know that Mike
will be helping those communities rebuild af-
ter the devastation. 

To all the faith leaders and the distinguished
guests that are here today, welcome to our sec-
ond annual—I’m going to make it annual.
[Laughter] Why not? Second Easter prayer
breakfast. The Easter egg roll, that’s well es-
tablished. [Laughter] The prayer breakfast we
started last year, in part because it gave me a
good excuse to bring together people who have
been such extraordinary influences in my life
and such great friends. And it gives me a
chance to meet and make some new friends
here in the White House. 

I wanted to host this breakfast for a simple
reason, because as busy as we are, as many
tasks as pile up, during this season, we are re-
minded that there’s something about the res-
urrection of our Savior Jesus Christ that puts
everything else in perspective. 

We all live in the hustle and bustle of our
work. And everybody in this room has weighty
responsibilities, from leading churches and de-
nominations to helping to administer impor-
tant Government programs to shaping our cul-
ture in various ways. And I admit that my plate
has been full as well. [Laughter] The inbox
keeps on accumulating. [Laughter] 

But then comes Holy Week: the triumph of
Palm Sunday, the humility of Jesus washing
the disciples’ feet, his slow march up that hill,
and the pain and the scorn and the shame of
the cross. 

And we’re reminded that in that moment,
he took on the sins of the world—past, present,
and future—and he extended to us that unfath-
omable gift of grace and salvation through his
death and resurrection. 

In the words of the Book Isaiah: “But he was
wounded for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of
our peace was upon him; and with his stripes
we are healed.”

This magnificent grace, this expansive grace,
this “Amazing Grace” calls me to reflect, and it
calls me to pray. It calls me to ask God for for-
giveness for the times that I’ve not shown
grace to others, those times that I’ve fallen
short. It calls me to praise God for the gift of
our son—His Son and our Savior.

And that’s why we have this breakfast. Be-
cause in the middle of these critical national
debates, in the middle of our busy lives, we
must always make sure that we are keeping
things in perspective. Children help do that. 

Audience members. Amen. [Laughter] 
The President. A strong spouse helps do that.
Audience members. Amen.
The President. But nothing beats Scripture

and the reminder of the Eternal.
So I’m honored that all of you have come

here this Holy Week to join me in a spirit of
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