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tainees, based on the facts and the circumstanc-
es of each case and our national security inter-
ests. The prosecution of terrorists in Federal
court is a powerful tool in our efforts to protect
the Nation and must be among the options
available to us. Any attempt to deprive the ex-
ecutive branch of that tool undermines our Na-
tion’s counterterrorism efforts and has the po-
tential to harm our national security.

With respect to section 1113 of the Act, the
restrictions on the transfer of detainees to the
custody or effective control of foreign coun-
tries interfere with the authority of the execu-
tive branch to make important and consequen-
tial foreign policy and national security deter-
minations regarding whether and under what
circumstances such transfers should occur in
the context of an ongoing armed conflict. We
must have the ability to act swiftly and to have
broad flexibility in conducting our negotiations
with foreign countries. The executive branch
has sought and obtained from countries that
are prospective recipients of Guantanamo de-
tainees assurances that they will take or have
taken measures reasonably designed to be ef-
fective in preventing, or ensuring against, re-
turned detainees taking action to threaten the
United States or engage in terrorist activities.
Consistent with existing statutes, the executive
branch has kept the Congress informed about
these assurances and notified the Congress pri-
or to transfers. Requiring the executive branch
to certify to additional conditions would hinder
the conduct of delicate negotiations with for-
eign countries and therefore the effort to con-
clude detainee transfers in accord with our na-
tional security.

Despite my continued strong objection to
these provisions, I have signed this Act because
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of the importance of avoiding a lapse in appro-
priations for the Federal Government, includ-
ing our military activities, for the remainder of
fiscal year 2011.

Nevertheless, my Administration will work
with the Congress to seek repeal of these re-
strictions, will seek to mitigate their effects,
and will oppose any attempt to extend or ex-
pand them in the future.

Section 2262 of the Act would prohibit the
use of funds for several positions that involve
providing advice directly to the President. The
President has well-established authority to su-
pervise and oversee the executive branch, and
to obtain advice in furtherance of this supervi-
sory authority. The President also has the pre-
rogative to obtain advice that will assist him in
carrying out his constitutional responsibilities,
and do so not only from executive branch offi-
cials and employees outside the White House,
but also from advisers within it.

Legislative efforts that significantly impede
the President’s ability to exercise his superviso-
ry and coordinating authorities or to obtain the
views of the appropriate senior advisers violate
the separation of powers by undermining the
President’s ability to exercise his constitutional
responsibilities and take care that the laws be
faithfully executed. Therefore, the executive
branch will construe section 2262 not to abro-
gate these Presidential prerogatives.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
April 15, 2011.

NoTE: H.R. 1473, approved April 15, was as-
signed Public Law No. 112-10.

Message on the Observance of Passover

April 15, 2011

My family and I send our warmest wishes to
all those celebrating the sacred festival of Pass-
over.

On Monday evening, Jewish families and
their friends in America, Israel, and around the
world will gather around the Seder table and re-

tell the story of the Exodus, one of the most
powerful stories of suffering and redemption in
history. The story of Passover—which recalls
the passage of the children of Israel from bond-
age and repression to freedom and liberty—in-
spires hope that those oppressed and enslaved
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can become free. The Seder, with its rich tradi-
tions and rituals, instructs each generation to re-
member its past, while appreciating the beauty
of freedom and the responsibility it entails.

This year, that ancient instruction is reflect-
ed in the daily headlines as we see modern sto-
ries of social transformation and liberation un-
folding in the Middle East and North Africa.
Against the backdrop of change, we continue
to pray for peace between Israel and her

The President’'s Weekly Address
April 16, 2011

This week, I laid out my plan for our fiscal
future. It’s a balanced plan that reduces spend-
ing and brings down the deficit, putting Ameri-
ca back on track toward paying down our debt.

We know why this challenge is so critical. If
we don’t act, a rising tide of borrowing will
damage our economy, costing us jobs and risk-
ing our future prosperity by sticking our chil-
dren with the bill.

At the same time, we have to take a bal-
anced approach to reducing our deficit, an ap-
proach that protects the middle class, our com-
mitments to seniors, and job-creating invest-
ments in things like education and clean ener-
gy. What's required is an approach that draws
support from both parties and one that’s based
on the values of shared responsibility and
shared prosperity.

Now, one plan put forward by some Repub-
licans in the House of Representatives aims to
reduce our deficit by $4 trillion over the next
10 years. But while I think their goal is worthy,
I believe their vision is wrong for America.

It’s a vision that says at a time when other
nations are hustling to outcompete us for the
jobs and businesses of tomorrow, we have to
make drastic cuts in education, infrastructure,
and clean energy, the very investments we
need to win that competition and get those
good jobs.

It's a vision that says in order to reduce the
deficit, we have to end Medicare as we know it
and make cuts to Medicaid that would leave mil-
lions of seniors, poor children, and Americans
with disabilities without the care they need.
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neighbors, while reaffirming our enduring
commitment to Israel’s security.

As Jewish families gather for this joyous cel-
ebration of freedom, let us all be thankful for
the gifts that have been bestowed upon us, and
let us work to alleviate the suffering, poverty,
injustice, and hunger of those who are not yet
free. Chag Sameach.

BARACK OBAMA

But even as this plan proposes these drastic
cuts, it would also give $1 trillion in tax breaks
to the wealthiest 2 percent of Americans, an
extra $200,000 for every millionaire and bil-
lionaire in the country.

I don’t think that’s right. I don’t think it’s
right to ask seniors to pay thousands more for
health care or ask students to postpone college
just so we don’t have to ask those who have
prospered so much in this land of opportunity
to give back a little more.

To restore fiscal responsibility, we all need
to share in the sacrifice, but we don’t have to
sacrifice the America we believe in.

That's why I've proposed a balanced ap-
proach that matches that $4 trillion in deficit
reduction. It’s an approach that combs the en-
tire budget for savings and asks everyone to do
their part. And I've called on Democrats and
Republicans to join me in this effort, to put
aside their differences to help America meet
this challenge. That’s how we’ve balanced our
budget before, and it’s how we’ll succeed again.

We'll build on the savings we made from last
week’s bipartisan budget agreement while pro-
tecting the job-creating investments that are
critical to our future.

We'll find additional savings in our defense
budget. Over the last 2 years, the Secretary of
Defense has taken on wasteful spending that
does nothing to protect our troops or our Na-
tion, saving $400 billion in current and future
spending. I believe we can do that again.

We'll reduce health care spending and
strengthen Medicare and Medicaid through
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