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up actually seeing money lost or opportunities
lost because of a Government shutdown. 

And then finally, there’s going to be an ef-
fect on the economy overall. Earlier today one
of our Nation’s top economists said, and I’m
quoting here: “The economic damage from a
Government shutdown would mount very
quickly, and the longer it dragged on, the
greater the odds of a renewed recession.”

We’ve been working very hard over the last
2 years to get this economy back on its feet.
We’ve now seen 13 months of job growth; a
hundred—1.8 million new jobs. We had the
best report—jobs report that we’d seen in a
very long time just this past Friday. For us to
go backwards because Washington couldn’t get
its act together is unacceptable.

So again, 800,000 Federal workers and their
families impacted, millions of people who are
reliant on Government services not getting
those services, businesses, farmers, veterans,
and finally, overall impact on the economy that
could end up severely hampering our recovery
and our ability to put people back to work.

That’s what’s at stake. That’s why it’s impor-
tant to the American people. That’s why I’m

expecting that as a consequence of the good
work that’s done by our staffs tonight, that we
can reach an agreement tomorrow. 

But let me just point out one last thing.
What I’ve said to the Speaker and what I’ve
said to Harry Reid is because the machinery of
the shutdown is necessarily starting to move, I
expect an answer in the morning. And my hope
is, is that I’ll be able to announce to the Ameri-
can people sometime relatively early in the day
that a shutdown has been averted, that a deal
has been completed that has very meaningful
cuts in a wide variety of categories that helps us
move in the direction of living within our
means, but preserves our investments in things
like education and innovation, research, that
are going to be important for our long-term
competitiveness. 

That’s what I hope to be able to announce
tomorrow. There’s no certainty yet, but I ex-
pect an answer sometime early in the day.

All right. Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:33 p.m. in the
James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at the
White House. 

Statement on the First Anniversary of the Death of President Lech
Kaczynski of Poland and His Delegation
April 8, 2011

As the people of Poland mark 1 year since
the tragic deaths of President Lech Kaczynski,
First Lady Maria Kaczynska, and their delega-
tion, I join with the American people, including
many Polish Americans, in honoring the memo-
ry of these 96 Polish patriots. The images of the
wreckage in Smolensk and the loss of so many
extraordinary civilian and military leaders who
guided Poland to democracy and prosperity
broke our hearts. But it was the inspiring

scenes of people coming together in streets
filled with candles and flowers, both in Poland
and the United States, that revealed the true
strength, resilience, and faith of the Polish spir-
it, as well as the unbreakable bonds between
our two countries. Poland is one of America’s
strongest and closest allies, and I look forward
to deepening these enduring ties and carrying
on the work of those who perished 1 year ago
this Sunday, when I visit Warsaw next month.

Statement on the Situation in Syria
April 8, 2011

I strongly condemn the abhorrent violence
committed against peaceful protesters by the
Syrian Government today and over the past

few weeks. I also condemn any use of violence
by protesters. The United States extends our
condolences to the families and loved ones of
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all the victims. I call upon the Syrian authori-
ties to refrain from any further violence against
peaceful protestors. Furthermore, the arbi-
trary arrests, detention, and torture of prison-
ers that has been reported must end now, and
the free flow of information must be permitted
so that there can be independent verification
of events on the ground.

Throughout this time of upheaval, the
American people have heard the voices of the
Syrian people, who have demonstrated extraor-
dinary courage and dignity and who deserve a
government that is responsive to their aspira-
tions. Syrians have called for the freedoms that
individuals around the world should enjoy:

freedom of expression, association, and peace-
ful assembly; confidence in the rule of law and
the equal administration of justice; and a gov-
ernment that is transparent and free of corrup-
tion. These rights are universal, and they must
be respected in Syria.

Until now, the Syrian Government has not
addressed the legitimate aspirations of the Syr-
ian people. Violence and detention are not the
answer to the grievances of the Syrian people.
It is time for the Syrian Government to stop re-
pressing its citizens and to listen to the voices
of the Syrian people calling for meaningful po-
litical and economic reforms.

Remarks on the Federal Budget
April 8, 2011

Good evening. Behind me, through the win-
dow, you can see the Washington Monument,
visited each year by hundreds of thousands from
around the world. The people who travel here
come to learn about our history and to be in-
spired by the example of our democracy, a place
where citizens of different backgrounds and be-
liefs can still come together as one Nation.

Tomorrow I’m pleased to announce that the
Washington Monument, as well as the entire
Federal Government, will be open for busi-
ness. And that’s because today Americans of
different beliefs came together again.

In the final hours before our Government
would have been forced to shut down, leaders
in both parties reached an agreement that will
allow our small businesses to get the loans they
need, our families to get the mortgages they
applied for, and hundreds of thousands of
Americans to show up at work and take home
their paychecks on time, including our brave
men and women in uniform.

This agreement between Democrats and
Republicans, on behalf of all Americans, is on a
budget that invests in our future while making
the largest annual spending cut in our history.
Like any worthwhile compromise, both sides
had to make tough decisions and give ground
on issues that were important to them. And I
certainly did that.

Some of the cuts we agreed to will be pain-
ful. Programs people rely on will be cut back.
Needed infrastructure projects will be delayed.
And I would not have made these cuts in bet-
ter circumstances.

But beginning to live within our means is
the only way to protect those investments that
will help America compete for new jobs: in-
vestments in our kids’ education and student
loans, in clean energy and lifesaving medical
research. We protected the investments we
need to win the future.

At the same time, we also made sure that at
the end of the day, this was a debate about
spending cuts, not social issues like women’s
health and the protection of our air and water.
These are important issues that deserve discus-
sion, just not during a debate about our budget.

I want to think Speaker Boehner and Senator
Reid for their leadership and their dedication
during this process. A few months ago, I was
able to sign a tax cut for American families be-
cause both parties worked through their differ-
ences and found common ground. Now the
same cooperation will make possible the biggest
annual spending cut in history, and it’s my sin-
cere hope that we can continue to come togeth-
er as we face the many difficult challenges that
lie ahead, from creating jobs and growing our
economy to educating our children and reducing
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