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Statement on the Attack on a United Nations Assistance Mission in
Afghanistan Compound in Mazar-e Sharif, Afghanistan
April 1, 2011

I condemn in the strongest possible terms
the attack on the United Nations Assistance
Mission in Afghanistan today. Together with
the American people, I offer my deepest
condolences to those injured and killed, as
well as to their loved ones. The brave men
and women of the United Nations, including

the Afghan staff, undertake their work in
support of the Afghan people. Their work is
essential to building a stronger Afghanistan
for the benefit of all its citizens. We stress
the importance of calm and urge all parties
to reject violence and resolve differences
through dialogue.

The President’s Weekly Address
April 2, 2011

Hello, everybody. I’m speaking to you today
from a UPS Customer Center in Landover,
Maryland, where I came to talk about an issue
that’s affecting families and businesses just like
this one: the rising price of gas and what we
can do as a country to reduce our dependence
on foreign oil.

This week, I released a blueprint for a se-
cure energy future. It’s a strategy to reduce the
oil we import from around the world and to
make our economy stronger at home. Part of
this strategy involves increasing our oil explora-
tion right here in America. In fact, our oil pro-
duction last year reached its highest level since
2003, and we want to encourage more safe, re-
sponsible drilling where we can.

But the truth is, drilling alone is not a real
strategy to replace our dependence on foreign
oil. And that’s because even though America us-
es 25 percent of the world’s oil, we currently
have only about 2 percent of the world’s oil re-
serves. Even if we used every last drop of all the
oil we have, it wouldn’t be enough to meet our
long-term energy needs. So real energy security
can only come if we find ways to use less oil, if
we invest in cleaner fuels and greater efficiency.

That’s what we’ve been doing since I took
office. For example, we secured an agreement
from all the major auto companies to raise the
fuel efficiency standards of their cars and
trucks. So if you buy a new car, the better gas
mileage is going to save you about $3,000. All

together, this will save us about 1.8 billion bar-
rels of oil as a country.

So we need to build on that progress. As we
make our cars and trucks more efficient, we’ve
got to harness new technologies to fuel our ve-
hicles with everything from biofuels to natural
gas to advanced batteries. And the good news
is, these technologies aren’t science fiction
anymore. They exist today. Already American
car companies are producing electric vehicles
that use little or no gas. And innovators across
America are testing new products that hold in-
credible promise not just for new vehicles, but
for countless new jobs.

To help jump-start this market, the Federal
Government has doubled the number of clean
energy vehicles that we have in our fleet. In
the next few years, we’re going to switch the
entire fleet over. And I’m here at UPS because
it’s not just the Government getting in on the
action. Companies like UPS, FedEx, AT&T,
Verizon, and PepsiCo, firms with some of the
largest fleets in the country, are switching to
more efficient vehicles. And through our Clean
Fleets Partnership, driven not by Government,
but by business, more companies are going to
be switching to electric and alternative vehicles
too, not out of the goodness of their hearts, but
because it’s good for their bottom lines.

The goal is simple. When I was elected to
this office, America imported 11 million bar-
rels of oil a day. Through these and other steps,
by a little more than a decade from now, we
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will have cut that by one third. And by doing
so, we’re going to make our economy less vul-
nerable to wild swings in oil prices, we’re going
to use cleaner sources of energy that don’t im-
peril our climate, and we’re going to spark new
products and businesses all over the country by
tapping America’s greatest renewable re-
source: our ingenuity.

We know how important this is. This week,
we learned that the economy added 230,000
private sector jobs last month. That makes 1.8
million private sector jobs created in the last 13
months. That’s a good sign. But we have to
keep up the momentum, and transitioning to a
clean energy economy will help us do that. It

will ensure that the United States of America is
the home of the jobs and industries of tomor-
row. That’s how we’ll win the future. That’s
how we’ll leave our children an America that’s
more secure and prosperous than before.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 12:50 p.m. on April 1 at the UPS Cus-
tomer Center in Landover, MD, for broadcast
on April 2. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on April 1,
but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on
April 2.

Statement on the Attack on a United Nations Assistance Mission in
Afghanistan Compound in Mazar-e Sharif, Afghanistan
April 2, 2011

Today the American people honor those
who were lost in the attack on the United Na-
tions in Mazar-e Sharif, Afghanistan. Once
again, we extend our deepest condolences to
the families and loved ones of those who were
killed and to the people of the nations that they
came from. The desecration of any holy text,
including the Koran, is an act of extreme intol-
erance and bigotry. However, to attack and kill

innocent people in response is outrageous and
an affront to human decency and dignity. No
religion tolerates the slaughter and beheading
of innocent people, and there is no justification
for such a dishonorable and deplorable act.
Now is a time to draw upon the common hu-
manity that we share and that was so exempli-
fied by the U.N. workers who lost their lives
trying to help the people of Afghanistan.

Statement on the Death of Former Representative John H. Adler
April 4, 2011

Michelle and I were deeply saddened to
learn of the premature passing of former Con-
gressman John Adler today.

John was a dedicated public servant who
fought tirelessly for the people of New Jersey
for more than two decades. John always stood
by his principles and served with an unwavering

energy for the causes he believed in: creating
jobs, providing tax relief for New Jersey fami-
lies, and standing up for seniors and veterans.

Our hearts and prayers go out to John’s wife
Shelley and his sons Jeffrey, Alex, Andrew, and
Oliver. John was taken from us far too soon,
and he will be greatly missed.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report Related to
Afghanistan and Pakistan
April 4, 2011

Dear __________:

In response to section 1117 of the Supple-
mental Appropriations Act, 2009 (Public Law

111–32, the “Act”), and in order to keep the
Congress fully informed, I am providing the at-
tached report related to Afghanistan and Paki-
stan. This is the third report submitted under
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