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innocent civilians. It is not an action that we
will pursue alone. Indeed, our British and
French allies and members of the Arab League
have already committed to take a leadership
role in the enforcement of this resolution, just
as they were instrumental in pursuing it. We
are coordinating closely with them. And this is
precisely how the international community
should work as more nations bear both the re-
sponsibility and the cost of enforcing interna-
tional law.

This is just one more chapter in the change
that is unfolding across the Middle East and
North Africa. From the beginning of these
protests, we’ve made it clear that we are op-
posed to violence. We’ve made clear our sup-
port for a set of universal values and our sup-
port for the political and economic change that
the people of the region deserve. But I want to
be clear: The change in the region will not and
cannot be imposed by the United States or any
foreign power; ultimately, it will be driven by
the people of the Arab world. It is their right

and their responsibility to determine their own
destiny.

Let me close by saying that there is no deci-
sion I face as your Commander in Chief that I
consider as carefully as the decision to ask our
men and women to use military force. Particu-
larly at a time when our military is fighting in
Afghanistan and winding down our activities in
Iraq, that decision is only made more difficult.
But the United States of America will not stand
idly by in the face of actions that undermine
global peace and security. So I’ve taken this
decision with the confidence that action is nec-
essary and that we will not be acting alone. Our
goal is focused, our cause is just, and our coali-
tion is strong.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:22 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Col. Muammar Abu
Minyar al-Qadhafi, leader of Libya.

Statement on the Situation in Yemen
March 18, 2011

I strongly condemn the violence that has
taken place in Yemen today and call on Presi-
dent Salih to adhere to his public pledge to al-
low demonstrations to take place peacefully.
Those responsible for today’s violence must be
held accountable. The United States stands for
a set of universal rights, including the freedom
of expression and assembly, as well as political

change that meets the aspirations of the Yeme-
ni people. It is more important than ever for all
sides to participate in an open and transparent
process that addresses the legitimate concerns
of the Yemeni people and provides a peaceful,
orderly, and democratic path to a stronger and
more prosperous nation.

The President’s Weekly Address
March 19, 2011

In recent days, we’ve seen turmoil and trag-
edy around the world, from change in the Mid-
dle East and North Africa to the earthquake
and tsunami in Japan. As I said on Friday, we
will work with our partners in the region to
protect innocent civilians in Libya and hold the
Qadhafi regime accountable, and we will con-
tinue to stand with the people of Japan in their
greatest hour of need.

As we respond to these immediate crises
abroad, we also will not let up in our effort to
tackle the pressing, ongoing challenges facing
our country, including accelerating economic
growth. That’s why, over the weekend, I’ll be
in Latin America. One of the main reasons for
my trip is to strengthen economic partnerships
abroad so that we create good jobs here at
home.
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Latin America is a part of the world where
the economy is growing very quickly. And as
these markets grow, so does their demand for
goods and services. The question is, where are
those goods and services going to come from?
As President, I want to make sure these prod-
ucts are made in America. I want to open more
markets around the world so that American
companies can do more business and hire
more of our people.

Here’s a statistic to explain why this is im-
portant: Every $1 billion of goods and services
we export supports more than 5,000 jobs in the
United States. So the more we sell overseas,
the more jobs we create on our shores. That’s
why last year, I set a goal for this country: to
double our exports by 2014. And it’s a goal
we’re on track to meet.

Part of the reason why is the rapid growth of
Latin America and their openness to American
business. We now export more than three
times as much to Latin America as we do to
China, and our exports to the region will soon
support more than 2 million jobs here in the
United States.

Brazil, the first stop on our trip, is a great ex-
ample. In 2010, America’s exports to Brazil
supported more than 250,000 American jobs.
These are jobs at places like Capstone Turbine
in California, which recently sold $2 million
worth of high-tech energy equipment to Brazil.
Another company is Rhino Assembly, a small
business in Charlotte, North Carolina, that
sells and repairs tools for building cars and
planes. A deal with a distributor in Brazil has
resulted in new sales and new employees at
that firm. And we can point to large companies
like Sikorsky, whose helicopter sales to Brazil

help sustain a large, skilled workforce in Con-
necticut, Alabama, and Pennsylvania.

Today, Brazil imports more goods from the
United States than from any other nation. And
I’ll be meeting with business leaders from both
countries to talk about how we can create even
more jobs by deepening these economic ties.
After Brazil, I will also visit Chile, a country
with a growing economy and increasing de-
mand for American goods. In fact, since 2004,
our exports there are up 300 percent and now
support about 70,000 jobs in the United States.
Finally, we’ll head to El Salvador, a nation with
so much promise for growth, with the potential
to benefit both of our nations.

We’ve always had a special bond with our
neighbors to the south. It’s a bond born of
shared history and values and strengthened by
the millions of Americans who proudly trace
their roots to Latin America. But what’s clear is
that in an increasingly global economy, our
partnership with these nations is only going to
become more vital. For it’s a source of growth
and prosperity, and not just for the people of
Latin America, but for the American people as
well.

Thanks.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:40 p.m. on March 18 in the Library at
the White House for broadcast on March 19.
In the address, the President referred to Col.
Muammar Abu Minyar al-Qadhafi, leader of
Libya. The transcript was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary on March 18,
but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on
March 19. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Dilma Rousseff of Brazil in
Brasilia, Brazil
March 19, 2011

President Rousseff. Your Excellency Barack
Obama, President of the United States of
America; ladies and gentlemen; members of the
delegation of the U.S. and of Brazil; ladies and
gentlemen journalists; ladies and gentlemen.

Mr. President Obama, your visit to my coun-
try makes me very happy and arouses the best
feelings of our people and honors the historic
relationship between Brazil and the U.S. It
bears also a very strong symbolic value.
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