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societies. And it’s why we are working to ad-
vance these goals and our national interests by
strengthening the role of women in every as-
pect of our foreign policy. In the United States

and around the world, we will not rest until our
mothers, sisters, and daughters assume their
rightful place as full and equal members of a
secure, prosperous, and just world.

Statement on Senate Passage of Patent Reform Legislation
March 8, 2011

Creating new jobs and new opportunities in
a fiercely competitive world demands policies
that encourage and support American innova-
tion and ingenuity. So I’m pleased that, on a bi-
partisan basis, the Senate has passed the most
significant patent reform in over half a century.
This long-overdue reform is vital to our ongo-
ing efforts to modernize America’s patent laws
and reduce the backlog of 700,000 patent ap-
plications, which won’t just increase transpar-

ency and certainty for inventors, entrepre-
neurs, and businesses, but help grow our econ-
omy and create good jobs. I want to thank Sen-
ators Leahy, Grassley, and Hatch for their
leadership on this issue, and I look forward to
working with the House of Representatives to
pass patent reform legislation I can sign into
law.

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 23.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Iran
March 8, 2011

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accor-
dance with this provision, I have sent the en-
closed notice to the Federal Register for publi-
cation stating that the national emergency with
respect to Iran that was declared on March 15,
1995, is to continue in effect beyond March 15,
2011.

The crisis between the United States and
Iran resulting from the actions and policies of
the Government of Iran has not been resolved.

The actions and policies of the Government of
Iran are contrary to the interests of the United
States in the region and continue to pose an
unusual and extraordinary threat to the nation-
al security, foreign policy, and economy of the
United States. For these reasons, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue the na-
tional emergency declared with respect to Iran
and maintain in force comprehensive sanctions
against Iran to respond to this threat.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
March 8, 2011.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.
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