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determination, the same hard work, the same
devotion to excellence, I’m confident we’re not
only going to lift up our schools, we will pro-
duce the best educated people in the world,
our economy will grow, our country will pros-

per, and a new and better day will come for the
American people.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you. God
bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4 p.m.

Remarks at a Reception for Senator C. William Nelson and the Democratic
Senatorial Campaign Committee in Miami
March 4, 2011

Audience member. Fired up!
The President. Fired up! Hello, Miami! 
Audience member. Yes, we can!
The President. Yes, we can. I am so pleased

to be here in the Sunshine State. First of all,
part of the reason I’m happy to be here is be-
cause I’ve got a great friend, you’ve got a great
friend, one of the finest Senators in the United
States Senate, Bill Nelson is here. 

And although she comes from far away, you
should know that she is working for working
people and veterans and teachers and students
all across the country: We are so proud of Patty
Murray of the great State of Washington. Give
Patty Murray a big round of applause. 

And in addition, one of the newest Members
of Congress, Frederica Wilson is here. Where’s
that hat? Where’s that hat? There she is. 

It is nice to be back in sunny Florida. I wish
I could stay for the weekend. 

Audience members. Stay! Stay! Stay!
The President. You think? You think? 
Audience member. Yes, you can! [Laughter]
The President. You know I want to stay, but

if Michelle found out that I stayed in Mi-
ami—[laughter]—and didn’t bring her along,
I’d be in trouble. So I’ve got to go home to-
night. But I have the sneaking suspicion I’m
going to be back down here one or two times
over the next couple years. 

Now, I realize this is a Democratic event.
And there are going to be times when we’re
among family, we’re among Democrats, where
we want to talk about being Democrats. But
today I want to talk to you a little bit about be-
ing an American. I want to talk about those
things that bring us together, as opposed to the
things that drive us apart. 

And I just came from visiting the students
and teachers at Miami Central High School,
the Rockets. State champions in football. I saw
some of the football team; they were huge.
[Laughter] What are you all feeding these peo-
ple down here? [Laughter] I mean, they were
big. 

But I was there with former Governor Jeb
Bush.

Audience members. Boo!
The President. No, no, no, now. [Laughter] I

know this is not a name you often hear at Flor-
ida Democratic fundraisers. [Laughter] But
even though Governor Bush and I disagree on
a range of issues, we agree on the importance
of education to America and the need to re-
form our schools. And what we saw together at
Miami Central was pretty inspiring. I mean,
keep in mind, more than a decade ago this is a
school that scored a D on State exams in its
first 5 years, an F in its second 5 years. One of
the buildings was called the Fish Bowl because
it would always flood. And only a third of the
students said they felt safe at school. 

And for years, there’s been a fight in Wash-
ington about how do you fix schools like this.
And there are thousands of them across the
country. And there are some folks in our party
that said, “Well, all you need is just to put more
money in there.” And then there were others
who said, “It’s all about trying to blame the
teachers, money didn’t matter.” And then
there were others who just thought, “You know
what, a situation like Miami Central is hope-
less; we should just give up on those kids and
focus on places where you’ve got a stronger
foundation.”
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But then something happened. It was fasci-
nating to watch—as I was talking to communi-
ty members and parents and teachers—sud-
denly, everybody decided, you know what,
we’re not going to allow the school to fail any
longer. And so you had parents and alumni
who rushed in and started setting up mentor-
ship programs. And you had teachers who de-
cided, you know what, we are going to buckle
down and raise our game. And you had a new
principal who said, I’ve got high expectations
for everybody. And then you had business
leaders and community members who started
putting in money and setting up after-school
programs and Saturday programs and all kinds
of extracurricular activities. And you had stu-
dents who said, we are not going to allow this
school to close. 

And so they started making sure that there
were outstanding school leaders and outstand-
ing teachers in every classroom. They brought
in math and science coaches to support their
teachers. They started a parent academy to
make sure that parents were actively engaged
in their child’s education, because we all know
that responsibility begins at home. 

All this happened because the community
wasn’t afraid of reform. And now, although Mi-
ami Central is still facing its share of challeng-
es, over the past 5 years their performance has
skyrocketed. I wanted to make sure I get this
right: increased their math scores by more than
60 percent; their writing performance by more
than 40 percent; graduation rates went from 36
percent to 63 percent. Right? This is a 90-per-
cent minority school in a low-income area per-
forming in a high level and on their way to per-
form even higher.

And I tell this story because making this
kind of progress isn’t easy, but it’s proof that
it’s possible. It’s proof that it’s possible. It’s still
possible for us to tackle tough problems in a
constructive way. We don’t have to be calling
each other names. It doesn’t have to be an ide-
ological battle each and every time. Every once
in a while common sense can prevail. We can
make some decisions not on behalf of power or
money or self-interest, but because it’s the
right thing to do. Every once in a while that

can still happen. Every once in a while it’s still
possible to do big things by working together.

Now, part of the reason we’re all here is be-
cause we intend to win the next election. We
believe in our vision for the future. There’s
nothing wrong with wanting to win. [Laughter]
We wouldn’t be involved if we didn’t think we
had better ideas. 

But each of us who wants to serve the public
also has a responsibility that goes beyond win-
ning elections. We have a responsibility to fu-
ture generations. And that’s especially true
during challenging times. 

In a world that’s more competitive and more
connected than ever before, the biggest con-
test we face is not between Democrats and Re-
publicans, it’s between the United States and
our workers and our businesses and our econo-
my and our competitors around the world. If
we want the new jobs, if we want the new busi-
nesses investing right here in the United States
of America, then we’ve got to make sure that
America is the best place to do business. That
means we’ve got to have the best schools and
the best trained workers. We’ve got to have a
commitment to science and technology and in-
vest in basic research. We need the best roads
and the best runways. And yes, we could use
some faster trains and Internet connections.
That, by the way, has bipartisan support, I un-
derstand, here in the great State of Florida.
Just a little editorial there. [Laughter] But we
need it to move people, goods, and information
as fast as possible. We’ve got to outeducate,
we’ve got to outinnovate, we’ve got to outbuild,
we’ve got to outhustle our competitors. 

Now, there are folks in Washington who are
saying we can’t afford to make these invest-
ments because of the tough fiscal situation that
we’re in. Look, we understand the tough situa-
tion we’re in. Patty, Bill, they understand the
tough fiscal situation we’re in. And if I recall,
the last time we had a balanced budget, who
was President? 

Audience members. Clinton!
The President. All right, okay. I mean, I just

wanted to—[laughter].
So we understand fiscal responsibility. We’ve

got to get serious about our deficits. I said so
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when I was running for President, and I say so
today. That’s why I introduced a budget that
would freeze domestic spending for 5 years. It
would bring annual domestic spending down to
the lowest level since Dwight Eisenhower was
President. That means since most of you were
not alive—[laughter]—most of you. [Laughter]
I’m not naming names. [Laughter] It will bring
our deficit down by more than $1 trillion over
the next decade—$1 trillion dollars. 

So I am absolutely committed to working to
get our deficit under control. I don’t want to be
facing Malia and Sasha 20 years from now, my
grandchildren, and them saying, “Gosh, Dad,
you really didn’t take care of business.”
[Laughter] “We’re feeling bad about all this
debt that we’re having to pay off because you
weren’t on the job.” I know Bill feels the same
way; Patty feels exactly the same way. I am
willing to cut whatever spending we can’t af-
ford. What I’m not willing to do is to cut back
on the basic investments that are going to allow
us to win the future. I’m not willing to do that.
I’m not willing to cut back on education. I’m
not willing to cut back on science and technol-
ogy and innovation. I’m not willing to cut back
on infrastructure. We need those things to win
the future of America. 

You know, folks talk about if we don’t rein in
our deficits, then we’ll mortgage our future.
They’re right about that. But there’s more than
one way to mortgage your future. If we’re
shortchanging our commitment to education,
our commitment to those kids that I met at Mi-
ami Central, then we’re mortgaging our future.
If we’re sacrificing our commitment to re-
search and development, the product—the re-
sults of which led to GPS and led to the Inter-
net and led to computer chips—if we’re not
making those investments, we are mortgaging
our future. 

If we refuse to invest in our crumbling roads
and bridges and the ports and airports; if we
settle for a world where China now suddenly
has the fastest trains, Singapore has a nicer air-
port—what happened? America used to have
the best stuff. We used to have the best roads,
the best bridges, the best ports, the best air-
ports. We don’t oftentimes in a lot of places.

But we can. It’s a matter of us making good de-
cisions and investing in our future. There’s
more than one way to mortgage our future.
And I refuse to let that happen. 

And here’s the other point: These invest-
ments have traditionally been nonpartisan. I
mean, think about it. My favorite Republican,
Abraham Lincoln, he happens to be from my
home State, but he was a pretty good Presi-
dent, last I checked. He was a guy who invest-
ed in the interstate—in the intercontinental
railroad and in land-grant colleges and in the
National Academy of Sciences in the middle of
the Civil War. That’s how important he
thought these investments were. This is at a
time when he was scrambling to figure out how
to finance a war that might split the Union, and
yet he was still making these investments.
That’s how important it was.

When Dwight Eisenhower decided, after
having won—helped to win World War II and
came back as President, obviously, this was a
guy who was pretty concerned about the well-
being of America, had made quite a bit of sac-
rifice. What did he decide to do? He said, part
of what we have to do is we’ve got to invest in
the Interstate Highway System, and we’ve got
to invest in math and science all across this
country. Because he understood that’s how you
win the future. 

I believe we can find common ground. I be-
lieve that we can have a government that lives
within its means without sacrificing that future
for our kids. And to do that we’re going to have
to compromise. Each side is going to have to
give a little bit. Everybody is not going to get
everything they want. And I have to say that to
Democrats sometimes. [Laughter] I know ev-
erybody gets frustrated sometimes. Over the
last couple of years, well, you know, yes, you
got health care done, but I don’t know, I had
this provision in there that didn’t quite make it;
or yes, we were able to make sure that we end-
ed “don’t ask, don’t tell,” but what took you so
long? You know who you are. 

Audience member. It’s okay, we’re good
now, so sorry. [Laughter]

The President. But here’s the thing. The
American people want us to work together.



Mar. 4 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2011

190

They want us to make progress. I’m proud that
Democrats and Republicans joined forces in
December to cut taxes for every American on
their payroll taxes and allowed businesses to
accelerate investment, because we need to
spur growth. And we’re starting to see the re-
sults. This last jobs report that just came out
today: 220,000 new jobs; unemployment rate
down below 9 percent, the lowest it’s been in 2
years. We’re moving in the right direction. But
part of that was because we were able to make
some commonsense decisions. And you’ve got
a couple of commonsense people up here.
These are folks who understand our job is to
get stuff done for the American people. 

Now, we know there’s a lot more work to do.
There are still millions of Americans who don’t
have work. Here in Florida there are hundreds
of thousands of folks who are still worried
about losing their home. And obviously, the
housing market really got socked here in Flori-
da. So we’ve got more work to do. But we have
an opportunity to keep building on our mo-
mentum. And the only way we’re going to do
that is by working together, just like we did last
December. And that’s the spirit we need right
now.

In the coming months, we’re going to have a
choice. We can allow ourselves to be con-
sumed by the same kind of small-bore politics
that’s held us back before. We can allow grid-
lock and stalemate to prevail. We can focus on
what the other side is saying about the other.
[Laughter] Or we can focus on what they’re
saying about me. [Laughter]

Audience member. We love you!
The President. I know you do. [Laughter]
Or instead, we can focus on what it takes to

win the future. For as difficult as these times
may be, the good news is that the future of
America still looks bright. 

I’ve seen it in the eyes of the students at Mi-
ami Central. I saw it in a small-town company
in Wisconsin that’s putting hundreds of people
to work making energy-efficient lighting. I’ve
seen it up in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. This
is as a remote a place as you can be; 20,000

people in this town of Marquette, Michigan,
up in the Upper Peninsula, above Canada. It
kind of—you know, Michigan kind of goes up.
And because the school had set up the Internet
system, a wireless system, and then allowed
businesses to use it, you’ve got the local family-
owned department store that is selling two-
thirds of its goods online and is now one of the
5,000 fastest growing companies in America
because of investments that were made in the
Internet. 

I went out to Pacific Northwest to Intel out
in Oregon, and I watched us making magical
progress in terms of computer chips, chips that
were this big that used to require an entire
mainframe the size of this room to contain the
same amount of information. That’s being cre-
ated right here in the United States of America.

We still have the best universities on Earth.
We’ve got the best workers, the most produc-
tive workers on Earth. We’ve got the most en-
trepreneurial spirit on Earth. 

We are constantly willing to adapt and
change. We’ve got the greatest freedoms on
Earth. We’ve got the diversity that is the hall-
mark of this 21st century. And no place repre-
sents that more than the Sunshine State. 

So we’ve got what it takes to create more jobs.
We’ve got what it takes to create more business-
es. We know what it takes to win the future.
We’ve just got to have the political will to make
it happen.

We’ve got to be fired up. We’ve got to be
ready to go. And so if you are willing to stand
with us, if you’re willing to stand with Bill Nel-
son and Frederica and Patty, if you’re willing
to stand with Barack Obama one more time,
I’ve got no doubt that we will win the future
and that future will be bright.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless
the United States of America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:44 p.m. at the
Fountainebleau Resort. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to David Rodriguez, former principal,
Miami Central High School in Miami, FL; and
former President William J. Clinton. 
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