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mother, and Kelly O’Brien, fiancée, of Gabriel
M. Zimmerman; Capt. Mark E. Kelly, USN,
husband of Rep. Giffords; and Tucson resi-

dents Bill Badger, Roger Salzgeber, and Jo-
seph Zamudio, who helped subdue Mr.
Loughner.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt the Middle East Peace
Process
January 13, 2011

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accor-
dance with this provision, I have sent to the
Federal Register for publication the enclosed
notice stating that the emergency declared
with respect to foreign terrorists who threaten
to disrupt the Middle East peace process is to
continue in effect beyond January 23, 2011.

The crisis with respect to the grave acts of
violence committed by foreign terrorists who
threaten to disrupt the Middle East peace pro-
cess that led to the declaration of a national
emergency on January 23, 1995, has not been
resolved. Terrorist groups continue to engage

in activities that have the purpose or effect of
threatening the Middle East peace process and
that are hostile to United States interests in the
region. Such actions constitute an unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States. For these reasons, I have determined
that it is necessary to continue the national
emergency declared with respect to foreign
terrorists who threaten to disrupt the Middle
East peace process and to maintain in force the
economic sanctions against them to respond to
this threat.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks at a Memorial Service for Former United States Special
Representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan Richard C. Holbrooke
January 14, 2011

To Kati, Anthony, David, and Elizabeth, to
all the friends and admirers of Richard, we
come together to celebrate an extraordinary
life.

In 1999, at the height of the crisis in Kosovo,
Richard gave an interview in which he ad-
dressed the question of why the United States
was engaged in bringing peace to that war-torn
corner of the world. Why bother? His answer
was simple: “Because we could make a differ-
ence.” Because we could make a difference.

That is the story of American leadership in
the world. And that is also the story of Richard
Holbrooke. He made a difference. 

In 1962, when he was just 22 years old, he
set out for Vietnam as a Foreign Service offi-
cer. He could not have known the twists and
turns that lay ahead of him and his country in
that war or the road that he would travel over
nearly five decades of service to his country.
But it’s no coincidence that his life story so
closely paralleled the major events of his times. 
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