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mother, and Kelly O’Brien, fiancée, of Gabriel
M. Zimmerman; Capt. Mark E. Kelly, USN,
husband of Rep. Giffords; and Tucson resi-

dents Bill Badger, Roger Salzgeber, and Jo-
seph Zamudio, who helped subdue Mr.
Loughner.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt the Middle East Peace

Process
January 13, 2011

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accor-
dance with this provision, I have sent to the
Federal Register for publication the enclosed
notice stating that the emergency declared
with respect to foreign terrorists who threaten
to disrupt the Middle East peace process is to
continue in effect beyond January 23, 2011.

The crisis with respect to the grave acts of
violence committed by foreign terrorists who
threaten to disrupt the Middle East peace pro-
cess that led to the declaration of a national
emergency on January 23, 1995, has not been
resolved. Terrorist groups continue to engage

in activities that have the purpose or effect of
threatening the Middle East peace process and
that are hostile to United States interests in the
region. Such actions constitute an unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States. For these reasons, I have determined
that it is necessary to continue the national
emergency declared with respect to foreign
terrorists who threaten to disrupt the Middle
East peace process and to maintain in force the
economic sanctions against them to respond to
this threat.
Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks at a Memorial Service for Former United States Special
Representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan Richard C. Holbrooke

January 14, 2011

To Kati, Anthony, David, and Elizabeth, to
all the friends and admirers of Richard, we
come together to celebrate an extraordinary
life.

In 1999, at the height of the crisis in Kosovo,
Richard gave an interview in which he ad-
dressed the question of why the United States
was engaged in bringing peace to that war-torn
corner of the world. Why bother? His answer
was simple: “Because we could make a differ-
ence.” Because we could make a difference.
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That is the story of American leadership in
the world. And that is also the story of Richard
Holbrooke. He made a difference.

In 1962, when he was just 22 years old, he
set out for Vietnam as a Foreign Service offi-
cer. He could not have known the twists and
turns that lay ahead of him and his country in
that war or the road that he would travel over
nearly five decades of service to his country.
But it’s no coincidence that his life story so
closely paralleled the major events of his times.



The list of places he served and the things
he did reads as a chronicle of American foreign
policy: speaking truth to power from the Me-
kong Delta to the Paris peace talks, paving the
way to our normalization of relations with Chi-
na, serving as Ambassador in a newly unified
Germany, bringing peace to the Balkans,
strengthening our relationship with the United
Nations, and working to advance peace and
progress in Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Richard came of an age looking up to the
men who had helped shape the postwar world:
Dean Acheson, Averell Harriman, Clark Clif-
ford, Dean Rusk. And in many ways, he was
the leading light of a generation of American
diplomats who came of age in Vietnam.

It was a generation that came to know both
the tragic limits and awesome possibilities of
American power: born at a time of triumph in
World War II, steeped in the painful lessons of
Southeast Asia, participants in the twilight
struggle that led ultimately to freedom’s tri-
umph during the cold war.

After the shadow of communism lifted along
with the Iron Curtain, Richard understood that
America could not retreat from the world. He
recognized that our prosperity is tied to that of
others, that our security is endangered by in-
stability abroad, and most importantly, that our
moral leadership is at stake when innocent
men, women, and children are slaughtered
through senseless violence, whether it’s in Sre-
brenica or Islamabad.

Richard possessed a hardheaded, clear-eyed
realism about how the world works. He was
not naive, but he also believed that America
has a unique responsibility in the course of hu-
man events. He understood American power,
in all its complexity, and believed that when it
is applied with purpose and principle, it can tip
the scales of history. And that coupling of real-
ism and idealism, which has always represent-
ed what is best in American foreign policy, that
was at the heart of his work in Bosnia, where
he negotiated and cajoled and threatened all at
once, until peace was the only outcome possi-
ble.

And by the time I came to know Richard, his
place in history was assured. His options in the
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private sector, where so many of his peers had
settled, were too numerous to mention. But
from my first conversation with him in Chica-
go, in my transition office, a conversation in
which he teared up when he began to talk
about the importance of restoring America’s
place in the world, it was clear that Richard
was not comfortable on the sidelines. He be-
longed in the arena.

To Kati and to his wonderful family, T am
personally grateful. I know that every hour he
spent with me in the Situation Room or spent
traveling to Southeast Asia, South Asia, was
time spent away from you. You shared in his
sacrifice, and that sacrifice is made greater be-
cause he loved you so. He served his country
until his final moments.

Those who take the measure of his last mis-
sion will see his foresight. He understood that
the futures of Afghanistan and Pakistan are
tied together. In Afghanistan, he cultivated ar-
eas like agriculture and governance to seed sta-
bility. With Pakistan, he created new habits of
cooperation to overcome decades of mistrust.
And globally, he helped align the approaches
of 49 nations.

Were he here with us, I know Richard
would credit the extraordinary team that he as-
sembled. And today I'd like to make a personal
appeal to the SRAP team, particularly the
young people: Stay in public service, serve
your country, seek the peace that your mentor
so ardently sought. I also know that Richard
would want us to lift up the next generation of
public servants, particularly our diplomats,
who so rarely receive credit. And so I'm proud
to announce the creation of an annual Richard
C. Holbrooke Award to honor excellence in
American diplomacy.

As we look to the next generation, it is fit-
ting, as David mentioned, that this memorial
take place at the Kennedy Center, named for
the President who called Richard’s generation
to serve. It’s also fitting that this memorial
takes place at a time when our Nation has
recently received a tragic reminder that we
must never take our public servants for granted
and must always honor their work.
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America is not defined by ethnicity. It’s not
defined by geography. We are a nation born of
an idea, a commitment to human freedom.

And over the last five decades, there have
been countless times when people made the
mistake of counting on America’s decline or
disengagement. Time and again, those voices
have been proven wrong, but only because of
the service and sacrifice of exceptional men
and women, those who answered the call of
history and made America’s cause their own.

Like the country he served, Richard con-
tained complexities. So full of life, he was a
man both confident in himself and curious
about others, alive to the world around him
with a character that is captured in the words
of a Mathew Arnold poem that he admired:

But often, in the din of strife,

there rises an unspeakable desire

after the knowledge of the buried life;

[the] thirst to spend our fire and restless
force

in tracking our true, original course;

a longing to inquire

into the mystery of this heart which beats

so wild, so deep in us—to know

Statement on the Situation in Tunisia
January 14, 2011

I condemn and deplore the use of violence
against citizens peacefully voicing their opinion
in Tunisia, and I applaud the courage and dig-
nity of the Tunisian people. The United States
stands with the entire international community
in bearing witness to this brave and deter-
mined struggle for the universal rights that we
must all uphold, and we will long remember
the images of the Tunisian people seeking to
make their voices heard. I urge all parties to
maintain calm and avoid violence and call on
the Tunisian Government to respect human
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whence our lives come and where they

g() .

Richard is gone now, but we carry with us
his thirst to know, to grasp, and to heal the
world around him. His legacy is seen in the
children of Bosnia who lived to raise families of
their own, in a Europe that is peaceful and
united and free, in young boys and girls from
the tribal regions of Pakistan to whom he
pledged our country’s friendship, and in the
role that America continues to play as a light to
all who aspire to live in freedom and in dignity.

Five decades after a young President called
him to serve, we can confidently say that Rich-
ard bore the burden to assure the survival and
success of liberty. He made a difference. Let
us now carry that work forward in our time.

May God bless the memory of Richard Hol-
brooke, and may God bless the United States
of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:33 p.m. at the
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing
Arts. In his remarks, he referred to Kati Mar-
ton, wife, Anthony and David Holbrooke, sons,
and Elizabeth Jennings, stepdaughter, of for-
mer Ambassador Holbrooke.

rights and to hold free and fair elections in the
near future that reflect the true will and aspira-
tions of the Tunisian people.

As I have said before, each nation gives life
to the principle of democracy in its own way,
grounded in the traditions of its own people,
and those countries that respect the universal
rights of their people are stronger and more
successful than those that do not. I have no
doubt that Tunisia’s future will be brighter if
it is guided by the voices of the Tunisian peo-

ple.
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