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NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4 p.m. in the Blue Room at the White
House for broadcast on February 12. The tran-

script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on February 11, but was em-
bargoed for release until 6 a.m. on February 12.

Statement on the Sixth Anniversary of the Death of Former Prime Minister
Rafiq Hariri of Lebanon
February 13, 2011

On this sixth anniversary of the murder of
former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafiq Hariri
and 22 other innocent victims, the United
States reaffirms our strong support for the
Special Tribunal for Lebanon and its mission
to find the truth behind that outrageous act of
terrorism. Ending the era of impunity for polit-
ical assassinations is essential to realizing the
justice and stability that the Lebanese people
deserve, and any attempt to interfere with the
Tribunal’s work or fuel tensions within Leba-
non must not be tolerated.

The cause for which Prime Minister Hariri
and so many Lebanese patriots gave their lives

must remain our guide. To this end, the Unit-
ed States will never waver in our support for
the sovereignty, integrity, and independence
of Lebanon, and we remain committed to the
full implementation of U.N. Security Council
Resolutions 1559, 1680, and 1701. At this crit-
ical moment, we call on all friends of Lebanon
to stand with the people of Lebanon, who
must be free to determine their own destiny.
And those Lebanese who forge their future in
a spirit of peace and reconciliation will contin-
ue to have a strong partner in the United
States.

Remarks at Parkville Middle School and Center of Technology in Baltimore,
Maryland
February 14, 2011

Well, good morning, everybody. I am here
at Parkville Middle School and Center of
Technology outside of Baltimore with Secre-
tary Arne Duncan and Budget Director Jack
Lew. And I just came to Parkville on a day
where we are unveiling our budget, and I’m
doing so for a reason. But before I do that, I
just want to thank Principal Buddy Parker, who
is showing us around, as well as Susan Yoder,
the eighth grade science teacher who we just
visited with in her classroom.

Over the last few weeks, I’ve traveled the
country talking about what we need to do to
win the future. I’ve talked about the need to
invest in innovation so that the next big idea is
discovered here in the United States of Ameri-
ca. I’ve talked about the need to invest in high-
speed rail and high-speed Internet so that
companies can move goods and information
faster than ever. And this week, I’ll be talking
about the need to invest in education—in plac-

es like Parkville—so that every American is
equipped to compete with any worker, any-
where in the world. 

Now, these investments are an essential part
of the budget my administration is sending to
Congress, because I’m convinced that if we
outbuild and outinnovate and outeducate as
well as outhustle the rest of the world, the jobs
and industries of our time will take root here in
the United States. Our people will prosper,
and our country will succeed. 

But I’m also convinced that the only way we
can make these investments in our future is if
our Government starts living within its means,
if we start taking responsibility for our deficits.
And that’s why when I was sworn in as Presi-
dent, I pledged to cut the deficit in half by the
end of my first term. The budget I’m propos-
ing today meets that pledge and puts us on a
path to pay for what we spend by the middle of
the decade. We do this in part by eliminating
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