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Statement on the Formation of Iraq’s Government
December 21, 2010

Today’s vote in the Council of Representa-
tives is a significant moment in Iraq’s history
and a major step forward in advancing national
unity. I congratulate Iraq’s political leaders, the
Members of the Council of Representatives,
and the Iraqi people on the formation of a new
Government of national partnership.

Yet again, the Iraqi people and their elected
representatives have demonstrated their com-
mitment to working through a democratic pro-
cess to resolve their differences and shape

Iraq’s future. Their decision to form an inclu-
sive partnership Government is a clear rejection
of the efforts by extremists to spur sectarian di-
vision.

Iraq faces important challenges, but the Iraqi
people can also seize a future of opportunity.
The United States will continue to strengthen
our long-term partnership with Iraq’s people
and leaders as they build a prosperous and
peaceful nation that is fully integrated into the
region and international community.

Statement on the Federal Communications Commission’s Vote on Internet
Neutrality
December 21, 2010

Today’s decision will help preserve the free
and open nature of the Internet while encour-
aging innovation, protecting consumer choice,
and defending free speech. Throughout this
process, parties on all sides of this issue—from
consumer groups to technology companies to
broadband providers—came together to make
their voices heard. This decision is an important
component of our overall strategy to advance
American innovation, economic growth, and job
creation.

As a candidate for President, I pledged to
preserve the freedom and openness that have

allowed the Internet to become a transforma-
tive and powerful platform for speech and ex-
pression. That’s a pledge I’ll continue to keep as
President. As technology and the market con-
tinue to evolve at a rapid pace, my administra-
tion will remain vigilant and see to it that inno-
vation is allowed to flourish, that consumers are
protected from abuse, and that the democratic
spirit of the Internet remains intact.

I congratulate the FCC, its chairman, Julius
Genachowski, and Congressman Henry Wax-
man for their work achieving this important
goal today.

Remarks on Signing the Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell Repeal Act of 2010
December 22, 2010

The President. Thank you, thank you, thank
you. You know, I am just overwhelmed. This is a
very good day. And I want to thank all of you,
especially the people on this stage, but each and
every one of you who have been working so
hard on this, members of my staff who worked
so hard on this. I couldn’t be prouder.

Sixty-six years ago, in the dense, snow-cov-
ered forests of Western Europe, Allied Forces
were beating back a massive assault in what
would become known as the Battle of the
Bulge. And in the final days of fighting, a regi-

ment in the 80th Division of Patton’s Third Ar-
my came under fire. The men were traveling
along a narrow trail. They were exposed, and
they were vulnerable. Hundreds of soldiers
were cut down by the enemy.

And during the firefight, a private named
Lloyd Corwin tumbled 40 feet down the deep
side of a ravine. And dazed and trapped, he was
as good as dead. But one soldier, a friend,
turned back. And with shells landing around
him, amid smoke and chaos and the screams of
wounded men, this soldier, this friend, scaled
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