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do the right thing, strengthening the middle
class and our economic recovery.
Thanks.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 1:40 p.m. on December 10 in the Map
Room at the White House for broadcast on De-

Remarks at “Christmas in Washington”

December 12, 2010

Thank you, everybody. Please, please have a
seat. Merry Christmas and happy holidays, ev-
erybody. I want to thank our wonderful host, El-
len DeGeneres, for being here tonight. And of
course, a special thanks to all of tonight’s ex-
traordinary performers: Mariah Carey, Andrea
Bocelli, Miranda Cosgrove, Annie Lennox, Max-
well, Matthew Morrison, the Washington Youth
Choir, the American Family Choir, and the
United States Army Band Herald Trumpets.
Please give them a huge round of applause.

What a wonderful show here at the National
Building Museum. And we're grateful that the
Children’s National Medical Center is the ben-
eficiary of tonight’s performance. Day in and
day out, the folks there are saving lives and
bringing healing and comfort to our children.

This season reminds us that more than 2,000
years ago, a child born in a stable brought our
world a redeeming gift of peace and salvation. It’s
a story with a message that speaks to us to this
day—that we are called to love each other as we
love ourselves, that we are our brother’s keeper
and our sister'’s keeper and our destinies are

linked.
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cember 11. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Decem-
ber 10, but was embargoed for release until 6
a.m. on December 11. The Office of the Press
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of this address.

It's a message that guides my Christian faith,
and it focuses us as we think about all those whose
holidays may be a bit tougher this year. We pray
for our troops serving far away from the warmth
of family and homespun traditions. We remember
those who are out of work or struggling just to get
by. We hold in our hearts all those who've fallen
on hard times this holiday season.

Because, while Christmas is a time to cele-
brate, a time to sing chorals and exchange gifts,
it’s also something more. It’s a time to rediscov-
er the meaning of words like “charity” and
“compassion” and “good will,” to do our part for
our neighbors, to serve God through serving
others. So from our family to yours, happy holi-
days, everybody. Merry Christmas, and God
bless you all, and God bless the United States of
America.

Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at approximately 6
p-m. at the National Building Museum. In his
remarks, he referred to comedian and talk show
host Ellen DeGeneres. The transcript was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on
December 13.

Remarks on Signing the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010

December 13, 2010

The President. Thank you, everybody. Please,
please have a seat. Good morning, everybody.

Audience members. Good morning.

The President. Well, I want to thank all the
students and faculty and staff here at Tubman
Elementary for hosting us today at your beauti-
ful school. And we want to thank Principal Har-
ry Hughes for doing outstanding work here.

Thank you. Give them all a big round of ap-
plause.

We are thrilled to be here with all of you as I
sign the healthy, hungry-free kids act, a bill
that’s vitally important to the health and welfare
of our kids and to our country. But before I do
this, T just want to acknowledge a few of the
folks who are here, as well as a few who are not
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here but who played a hugely important role in
getting this legislation passed.

On the stage, we have Madam Speaker, Nan-
cy Pelosi; two outstanding Senators, Blanche
Lincoln and Tom Harkin, who worked so hard
to get this done; Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives Miller, DeLauro, and Platts, who
all worked so hard to make this happen—we’re
grateful to you; and three of my outstanding
members of my Cabinet who worked tirelessly
on this issue, Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vil-
sack—it happens to be his birthday today, hap-
py birthday—Secretary Arne Duncan, our great
Secretary of Education, and Secretary Kathleen
Sebelius of Health and Human Services.

Not—they couldn’t be here today, but they
played a huge role in making this happen: Sena-
tor Harry Reid, the majority leader in the Sen-
ate; Senator Mike [Mitch] McConnell, the rank-
ing Republican who helped facilitate the smooth
passage of this bill; Senator Chambliss, who was
the lead Republican; Representatives Hoyer,
Clyburn, and McCarthy all played important
roles, and so we're very grateful to them. Give
them a big round of applause.

It is worth noting that this bill passed with bi-
partisan support in both Houses of Congress.
That hasn’t happened as often as we’d like over
the last couple of years, but I think it says some-
thing about our politics. It reminds us that no
matter what people may hear about how divid-
ed things are in Washington, we can still come
together and agree on issues that matter for our
children’s future and for our future as a nation.
And that’s really what today is all about.

At a very basic level, this act is about doing
what’s right for our children. Right now, across
the country, too many kids don’t have access to
school meals. And often, the food that’s being
offered isn’t as healthy or as nutritious as it
should be. That’s part of the reason why one in
three children in America today are either over-
weight or obese.

And we're seeing this problem in every part
of the country in kids from all different back-
grounds and all walks of life. As a result, doctors
are now starting to see conditions like high

* White House correction.
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blood pressure, high cholesterol, and type 2 dia-
betes in children. These are things that they on-
ly used to see in adults. And this bill is about re-
versing that trend and giving our kids the
healthy futures that they deserve.

And this bill is also about doing what’s right
for our country, because we feel the strains that
treating obesity-related health conditions puts
on our economy. We've seen the connection be-
tween what our kids eat and how well they per-
form in school. And we know that the countries
that succeed in the 21st century will be the ones
that have the best prepared, best educated
workforce around.

So we need to make sure our kids have the
energy and the capacity to go toe to toe with any
of their peers, anywhere in the world. And we
need to make sure that they’re all reaching their
potential. That’s precisely what this bill, the
healthy, hungry-free kids act, will accomplish.

This legislation will help 115,000 children
gain access to school meal programs. And wher-
ever we can, we're doing away with bureaucracy
and redtape so that families don’t have to fill out
mountains of paperwork to get their kids the
nutrition they need.

We're improving the quality of those meals
by reimbursing schools an additional 6 cents per
lunch to help them provide with healthier op-
tions, the first real increase, by the way, in over
30 years. Because when our kids walk into the
lunchroom, we want to be sure that they’re get-
ting balanced, nutritious meals that they need
to succeed in the classroom.

We're empowering parents by making infor-
mation more available about the quality of
school meals, helping families understand what
their kids are eating during the day. And to sup-
port our schools” efforts to serve fresh fruits and
vegetables, we're connecting them with local
farmers.

We're also improving food safety in schools
and boosting the quality of commodities like
cheese that schools get from the Department of
Agriculture and use in their lunch and breakfast
programs.



It’s also important to note that while this bill
is fully paid for, it won’t add a dime to the defi-
cit, some of the funding comes from rolling
back a temporary increase in food stamp bene-
fits—or SNAP as it’s now called—starting in the
fall of 2013. I know a number of Members of
Congress have expressed concerns about this
offset being included in the bill, and I'm com-
mitted to working with them to restore these
funds in the future.

We know that every day across this country,
parents are working as hard as they can to make
healthy choices for their kids. Schools are doing
everything possible to provide the nutritious
food they need to thrive. Communities are
coming together to help our young people lead
healthier lives right from the beginning. And it’s
time that we made that work a little bit easier.
So these folks are fulfilling their responsibilities
to our kids. This legislation helps ensure that we
fulfill our responsibilities as well.

Shortly after signing the first law establishing
school lunches, Harry Truman said that “noth-
ing is more important in our national life than
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the welfare of our children, and proper nourish-
ment comes first in attaining this welfare.”

So today I'm very proud to sign this bill that
continues that legacy. Not only am I very proud
of the bill, but had T not been able to get this
passed, I would be sleeping on the couch.
[Laughter]

So now I am very proud to introduce some-
body who’s done so much to shine a light on
these critical issues related to childhood nutri-
tion and obesity and exercise: America’s First
Lady, my First Lady, Michelle Obama.

[At this point, the First Lady made brief re-
marks. |

The President. Let’s go sign this bill.
The First Lady. Let’s go do it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:33 a.m. at
Harriet Tubman Elementary School. S. 3307,
approved December 13, was assigned Public
Law No. 111-296. The transcript released by
the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of the First Lady.

Remarks Honoring the 2010 National Basketball Association Champion Los

Angeles Lakers
December 13, 2010

The President. Hello, everybody!

Audience members. Hello!

The President. Well, it is great to be here at
THEARC with the Boys and Girls Club of
Greater Washington.

Give it up for the world champion Los Ange-
les Lakers. I want to congratulate everybody on
the team, everybody who works for the organi-
zation, and all the fans who cheer them on year
after year.

We've also got, by the way, one of Califor-
nia’s great Members of Congress in the house:
Grace Napolitano is here. Hello, Grace.

Now, I have to say that there is a longstand-
ing tradition of welcoming championship sports
teams to the White House. But here’s the thing:
These guys have been there so often; they were
just there last year because they won the title.
And Kobe and Derek have been there so many

times now, they could lead tours themselves.
The same is true for Coach Jackson.

So I thought we’d change things up a little
bit. We teamed up with NBA Cares to come
here to THEARC and spend a little time with
the unbelievable young people who are here, as
well as the terrific staff. And I was just walking
around watching these players work with stu-
dents assembling care packages for our wound-
ed warriors, putting together some toiletry kits
for the homeless here in Washington, DC, and
trying to keep up with the kids on the “Big
Brain Academy” challenge, which I didn’t even
try because it was moving way too fast for me.

But that’s the beauty of service, anybody can
do it. The Lakers have a proud tradition of per-
forming community service in the L.A. commu-
nity, and I'm glad that they took the time to
help us during the holiday season here in
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