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Statement on House of Representatives Passage of Legislation Providing
Citizenship Opportunities for Alien Minors

December 8, 2010

I congratulate the House of Representatives,
Speaker Pelosi, Congressman Berman, the
Congressional Hispanic Caucus, and other con-
gressional leaders for taking the historic step of
passing the “DREAM Act” today with a biparti-
san vote. This vote is not only the right thing to
do for a group of talented young people who
seek to serve a country they know as their own
by continuing their education or serving in the
military, but it is the right thing for the United
States of America. We are enriched by their tal-
ents, and the success of their efforts will con-
tribute to our Nation’s success and security.
And as the nonpartisan Congressional Budget
Office found, the “DREAM Act” would cut the
deficit by $2.2 billion over the next 10 years. I
strongly urge the U.S. Senate to also pass the
“DREAM Act” so that I can sign it into law as
soon as possible.

This vote is a vitally important step to doing
what the American people expect their policy-
makers to do: work together to address the Na-

tion’s most pressing problems. The “DREAM
Act” corrects one of the most egregious flaws
of a badly broken immigration system. A flaw
that forces children who have grown up in
America, who speak English, who have ex-
celled in our communities as academics, ath-
letes, or volunteers to put their lives and talent
on hold at a great cost to themselves and our
Nation.

I also congratulate the House for moving past
the tired sound bites and false debates that have
pushed immigration rhetoric into the extremes
for far too long. The “DREAM Act” is not am-
nesty, it's about accountability and about tap-
ping into a pool of talent we’ve already invested
in. The “DREAM Act” is a piece of a larger de-
bate that is needed to restore responsibility and
accountability to our broken immigration sys-
tem broadly. My administration will continue to
do everything we can to move forward on immi-
gration reform; today’s House vote is an impor-
tant step in this vital effort.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With the President’s Export Council

December 9, 2010

Everybody have a seat, have a seat. Well,
good morning, everybody. And thank you for
once again coming together to help us figure
out how we're going to sell a lot of stuff all
around the world.

I want to thank Secretary Locke and mem-
bers of my Cabinet and administration. I want
to thank the Members of Congress who are
here. And I want to thank Jim and Ursula, the
Chair and Vice Chairs of the President’s Export
Council, and all the other members here today
for your extraordinary work.

Now, everyone in this room is committed to
promoting a strong and growing economy, one
that’s creating jobs, fostering a thriving middle
class, and extending opportunity for all who are
willing to work for it.

And as we meet here, there is an important
debate I think most of you are aware of on Cap-

itol Hill that will determine, in part, whether
our economy moves forward or backward. The
bipartisan framework that we’ve forged on taxes
will not only protect working Americans from
seeing a major tax increase on January 1, it will
provide businesses incentives to invest, grow,
and hire. And every economist that I've talked
to or that I've read over the last couple of days
acknowledges that this agreement would boost
economic growth in the coming years and has
the potential to create millions of jobs. The av-
erage American family will start 2011 knowing
that there will be more money to pay the bills
each month, more money to pay for tuition,
more money to raise their children.

But if this framework fails, the reverse is
true. Americans would see it in smaller pay-
checks that would have the effect of fewer jobs.
So as we meet here today to talk about one
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