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political credit, but it’s just the right thing to do.
And I couldn’t be prouder of you.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:34 p.m. in the
South Court Auditorium of the Dwight D. Eisen-

hower Executive Office Building. In his remarks,
he referred to Elouise C. Cobell, executive direc-
tor, Native American Community Development
Corporation. H.R. 4783, approved December 8,
was assigned Public Law No. 111–291.

Statement on Signing the Claims Resolution Act of 2010
December 8, 2010

Today I have signed into law H.R. 4783, the
“Claims Resolution Act of 2010.” This Act,
among other things, provides funding and statu-
tory authorities for the settlement agreements
reached in the Cobell lawsuit, brought by Na-
tive Americans; the Pigford II lawsuit, brought
by African American farmers; and four separate
water rights suits, brought by Native American
tribes. While I am pleased that this Act reflects
important progress, much work remains to be
done to address other claims of past discrimina-
tion made by women and Hispanic farmers
against the Department of Agriculture as well
as to address needs of tribal communities.

I am also pleased that the Act includes au-
thorities proposed by my Administration con-
cerning Unemployment Compensation pro-
gram integrity, to expand the ability of the Fed-
eral Government to recover from individual in-
come tax overpayments certain Unemployment

Compensation debts that are due to an individ-
ual’s failure to report earnings. My Administra-
tion has been working to protect taxpayer funds
through improved recovery of improper Feder-
al payments, and the additional authorities in
this Act will assist in that effort. In order to en-
sure that the intent and effect of these program
integrity provisions are realized, my Administra-
tion is working with the Congress to correct an
inadvertent technical drafting error in sec-
tion 801(a)(3)(C), so that the provision can be
implemented as intended.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
December 8, 2010.

NOTE: H.R. 4783, approved December 8, was
assigned Public Law No. 111–291.

Statement on Senate Action on Legislation To Limit Cuts in Medicare
Payments to Physicians
December 8, 2010

I am pleased Democratic and Republican
leaders in the Senate have agreed on legisla-
tion that will prevent a significant pay cut for
doctors from taking effect and help ensure se-
niors on Medicare can continue to see the doc-
tor they know and trust. I encourage Congress
to act quickly on this proposal. This agreement
is an important step forward to stabilize Medi-
care, but our work is far from finished. For too

long, we have confronted this reoccurring
problem with temporary fixes and stopgap
measures. It’s time for a permanent solution
that seniors and their doctors can depend on,
and I look forward to working with Congress to
address this matter once and for all in the com-
ing year.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 4994.
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