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our deficit, like slowing the growth of health
care costs, proposing a 3-year freeze in nonse-
curity discretionary spending and a 2-year pay
freeze for Federal civilian workers, and restor-
ing the rule that we pay for all of our priorities.

I don’t doubt our ability to meet this chal-
lenge, but our success depends on our willing-
ness to engage in the kind of honest conversa-
tion and cooperation that hasn’t always hap-
pened in Washington. We cannot afford to fall
back on old ideologies, and we will all have to

budge on long-held positions. So I ask members
of both parties to maintain an open mind and a
commitment to progress as we work to lift this
burden from the shoulders of future genera-
tions.

NOTE: The statement referred to Erskine B.
Bowles and Alan K. Simpson, Cochairs, Nation-
al Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and Re-
form; and Jacob J. “Jack” Lew, Director, Office
of Management and Budget.

Statement on the Presidential Election in Cote d’Ivoire
December 3, 2010

I congratulate Alassane Ouattara on his victo-
ry in Cote d’Ivoire’s November 28 elections.
The Independent Electoral Commission, credi-
ble and accredited observers, and the United
Nations have all confirmed this result and at-
tested to its credibility.

Cote d’Ivoire is now at a crossroads. I urge all
parties, including incumbent President Laurent

Gbagbo, to acknowledge and respect this result
and to allow Cote d’Ivoire to move forward to-
ward a peaceful, democratic future, leaving long
years of conflict and missed opportunities in the
past. The international community will hold
those who act to thwart the democratic process
and the will of the electorate accountable for
their actions.

Statement on the South Korea-United States Free Trade Agreement
December 3, 2010

I am very pleased that the United States and
South Korea have reached agreement on a
landmark trade deal that is expected to increase
annual exports of American goods by up to $11
billion and support at least 70,000 American
jobs. Last month in Seoul, I directed our negoti-
ators to achieve the best deal for American
workers and companies, and this agreement
meets that test.

American manufacturers of cars and trucks
will gain more access to the Korean market and
a level playing field to take advantage of that ac-
cess. We are strengthening our ability to create
and defend manufacturing jobs in the United
States, increasing exports of agricultural prod-
ucts for American farmers and ranchers, and
opening Korea’s services market to American

companies. High standards for the protection of
workers’ rights and the environment make this a
model for future trade agreements, which must
be both free and fair.

Today’s agreement is an integral part of my
administration’s efforts to open foreign markets
to U.S. goods and services, create jobs for
American workers, farmers, and businesses, and
achieve our goal of doubling of U.S. exports
over 5 years. It deepens the strong alliance be-
tween the United States and the Republic of
Korea and reinforces American leadership in
the Asia-Pacific. I look forward to working with
Congress and leaders in both parties to get this
done and to ensure that America competes ag-
gressively for the jobs and markets of the 21st
century.
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