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clearly unethical. In light of this revelation, I
want to be assured that current rules for re-
search participants protect people from harm or
unethical treatment, domestically as well as in-
ternationally.

I ask you, as the Chair of the Presidential
Commission for the Study of Bioethical Issues,
to convene a panel to conduct, beginning in
January 2011, a thorough review of human sub-
jects protection to determine if Federal regula-
tions and international standards adequately
guard the health and well-being of participants
in scientific studies supported by the Federal
Government. I also request that the Commis-
sion oversee a thorough fact-finding investiga-
tion into the specifics of the U.S. Public Health
Service Sexually Transmitted Diseases Inocula-
tion Study.

In fulfilling this charge, the Commission
should seek the insights and perspective of in-

ternational experts, including from Guatemala;
consult with its counterparts in the global com-
munity; and convene at least one meeting out-
side the United States. I expect the Commission
to complete its work within 9 months and pro-
vide me with a report of its findings and recom-
mendations.

While I believe the research community has
made tremendous progress in the area of hu-
man subjects protection, what took place in
Guatemala is a sobering reminder of past abus-
es. It is especially important for the Commis-
sion to use its vast expertise spanning the fields
of science, policy, ethics, and religious values to
carry out this mission. We owe it to the people
of Guatemala and future generations of volun-
teers who participate in medical research.

BARACK OBAMA

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting the “Strategy to Support the
Disarmament of the Lord’s Resistance Army”
November 24, 2010

Dear __________:

I am pleased to transmit to the Congress,
consistent with section 4 of the Lord’s Resis-
tance Army Disarmament and Northern Ugan-
da Recovery Act of 2009 (Public Law 111–172),
the enclosed strategic plan entitled, “Strategy to
Support the Disarmament of the Lord’s Resis-
tance Army.”

The strategy guides U.S. support across the
region to mitigate and eliminate the threat to ci-
vilians and regional stability posed by the Lord’s
Resistance Army (LRA). It has four objectives
that support regional and multilateral efforts:
(a) increase protection of civilians; (b) appre-
hend or remove from the battlefield Joseph Ko-
ny and senior commanders; (c) promote the de-
fection, disarmament, demobilization, and rein-
tegration of remaining LRA fighters; and (d) in-
crease humanitarian access and provide
continued relief to affected communities.

The strategy identifies priority actions related
to protecting civilians and eliminating the threat

posed by the LRA. It also provides a framework
for the coordination of U.S. efforts and a de-
scription of broader efforts in the region. Given
the necessity of bringing political, economic,
military, and intelligence support to bear in ad-
dressing the threat posed by the LRA, the de-
velopment of the strategy relied on the signifi-
cant involvement of the Department of State,
the Department of Defense, the U.S. Agency
for International Development, and the Intelli-
gence Community. All will remain engaged
throughout implementation.

My Administration looks forward to working
closely with the Congress on this important is-
sue.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Daniel K.
Inouye, chairman, and W. Thad Cochran, vice
chairman, Senate Committee on Appropria-
tions; John F. Kerry, chairman, and Richard G.
Lugar, ranking member, Senate Committee on
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Foreign Relations; David R. Obey, chairman,
and Jerry Lewis, ranking member, House Com-
mittee on Appropriations; and Howard L. Ber-

man, chairman, and Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, rank-
ing member, House Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

The President’s Weekly Address
November 25, 2010

Today, like millions of other families across
America, Michelle, Malia, Sasha, and I will sit
down to share a Thanksgiving filled with family
and friends—and a few helpings of food and
football too. And just as folks have done in every
Thanksgiving since the first, we’ll spend some
time taking stock of what we’re thankful for: the
God-given bounty of America and the blessings
of one another.

This is also a holiday that captures that dis-
tinctly American impulse to give something of
ourselves. Even as we speak, there are countless
Americans serving at soup kitchens and food
pantries, contributing to their communities, and
standing guard around the world.

And in a larger sense, that’s emblematic of
what Americans have always done. We come to-
gether and done what’s required to make to-
morrow better than today. That’s who we are.

Consider our journey since that first Thanks-
giving. We are among the world’s youngest of
peoples, but time and again, we have boldly and
resiliently led the way forward. Against tough
odds, we are a people who endure, who ex-
plored and settled a vast and untamed conti-
nent, who built a powerful economy and stood
against tyranny in all its forms, who marched
and fought for equality and connected a globe
with our science and imagination.

None of that progress was predestined. None
of it came easily. Instead, the blessings for
which we give thanks today are the product of
choices made by our parents and grandparents
and generations before whose determination
and sacrifice ensured a better future for us.

This holiday season, we must resolve once
more to do the same.

This is not the hardest Thanksgiving America
has ever faced. But as long as many members of
our American family are hurting, we’ve got to
look out for one another. As long as many of our
sons and daughters and husbands and wives are

at war, we’ve got to support their mission and
honor their service. And as long as many of our
friends and neighbors are looking for work,
we’ve got to do everything we can to accelerate
this recovery and keep our economy moving
forward.

And we will. But we won’t do it as any one
political party. We’ve got to do it as one people.
And in the coming weeks and months, I hope
that we can work together, Democrats and Re-
publicans and Independents alike, to make
progress on these and other issues.

That’s why next week I’ve invited the leader-
ship of both parties to the White House for a real
and honest discussion. Because I believe that if
we stop talking at one another and start talking
with one another, we can get a lot done.

For what we are called to do again today isn’t
about Democrats or Republicans. It’s not about
left or right. It’s about us. It’s about what we
know this country is capable of. It’s about what
we want America to be in this new century: a vi-
brant nation that makes sure its children are the
best educated in the world; a healthy, growing
economy that runs on clean energy and creates
the jobs of tomorrow; a responsible government
that reduces its deficits; an America where ev-
ery citizen is able to go as far as he or she de-
sires.

We can do all this, because we’ve done it be-
fore. We’re made of the same sturdy stuff as the
travelers who first sat down to that Thanksgiv-
ing dinner, and all who came after, who worked
and sacrificed and invested because they be-
lieved that their efforts would make the differ-
ence for us.

That’s who we are. We shape our own destiny
with conviction and compassion and clear and
common purpose. We honor our past and press
forward with the knowledge that tomorrow will
be better than today. We are Americans. That’s
the vision we won’t lose sight of. That’s the legacy
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