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Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by President Pratibha Devisingh Patil of

India in New Delhi
November 8, 2010

Madam President, thank you for your very
gracious words and for the example of your
leadership that inspires so many women, as well
as men, across this nation. I was observing that
one of the reasons I think India is doing so well
is because it has so many strong women lead-
ers. And I want to thank you and Dr. Shekhawat
for hosting us this evening and your extraordi-
nary hospitality.

To our dear friends, Prime Minister Singh
and Mrs. Kaur; to distinguished guests; ladies
and gentlemen: On behalf of Michelle and I, we
just want to thank you for this extraordinary ex-
pression of friendship between our two nations.

I've done a lot of speaking today, so I want to
be relatively brief. We've learned several things
from this trip in India. We've learned that de-
spite geographic distances between our nations,
we are now closer than ever before. We've
learned that although we may have traveled dif-
ferent paths to reach this moment in history,
that we can walk towards the future together.
We've also learned that no matter how hard I
try, Michelle will always be a better dancer.
[Laughter]

Let me say, it’s been a particular pleasure to
be here during Diwali. And last year during the
state visit when Prime Minister Singh and Mrs.
Kaur came, it was during our Thanksgiving sea-
son. And the fact that we can share some of our
most meaningful holidays with each other
speaks to the closeness of our countries and the
values that we share as well as the common
hopes for the future.

To my good friend and partner, Prime Minis-
ter Singh, from humble beginnings to high of-
fice, your life reflects all the progress and possi-

bility of this great nation. And so all of us thank
you not only for leading this nation and our
partnership to new heights, but for the spirit
with which you've led your life, with compas-
sion, truth, commitment, humility, and love.

And to all who are gathered here tonight and
to the people of India, for the past 3 days you've
opened your country to us. Like so many be-
fore, we learned that you don’t simply visit In-
dia, you experience India, in the richness of its
traditions, in its diversity, the optimism and the
warmth of its people.

From extraordinarily difficult circumstances,
India has achieved what many thought was im-
possible. And in doing so, you captured the
imagination of the world. Now our two nations
have a chance to do what many also thought was
impossible, and that is to build a global partner-
ship in a new century.

And so I'd like to close with the words that
your President spoke in this building on the day
that India declared itself a republic, words de-
scribing how this diverse nation has stayed unit-
ed and strong and because they speak to the
spirit that binds our two countries together as
well.

I propose a toast, knowing that our ties sub-
sist because they are not of iron or steel or even
of gold, but of the silken cords of the human
spirit. Cheers.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:05 p.m. at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan. In his remarks, he referred
to Devisingh Ransingh Shekhawat, husband of
President Patil; and Gursharan Kaur, wife of
Prime Minister Singh.

Joint Declaration on the Comprehensive Partnership Between the United
States of America and the Republic of Indonesia

November 9, 2010

1.  Onthe occasion of his historic state visit to
Indonesia, President Barack Obama and

President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono
held talks today in Jakarta where they
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officially inaugurated the Comprehensive
Partnership between the Republic of In-
donesia and the United States of America.
Through this partnership, the two Presi-
dents are opening a new era of bilateral
relations between Indonesia and the Unit-
ed States for the long-term, based on mu-
tual respect, common interests, and
shared values.

President Yudhoyono welcomed the Unit-
ed States’ leadership role in promoting
multilateral diplomacy, promoting peace,
addressing the threat of climate change,
and expanding engagement in Southeast
Asia. President Obama reaffirmed Ameri-
ca’s admiration for Indonesia’s extraordi-
nary democratic transformation and
broad-based reforms, the success of which
are critical both to the region and to the
United States. He also reiterated the Unit-
ed States’ support for Indonesia’s national
unity and territorial integrity, and respect
for Indonesia’s independent and active

foreign policy.

The leaders welcomed the steady im-
provement in bilateral relations in recent
years, but agreed it was timely and appro-
priate to elevate this strategic relationship
to a higher level. The two Presidents share
a vision of a relationship that must be-
come deep, enduring, and forward-look-
ing, while focusing on addressing the chal-
lenges of the 21st Century.

The spirit behind this new partnership is a
shared desire to increase consultation and
cooperation, reflecting warmer ties, signif-
icant shared interests, and a belief that
partnership is critical not only to the bilat-
eral relationship, but to addressing key re-
gional and global challenges. The partner-
ship is founded on the shared values of
freedom, pluralism, tolerance, democracy
and respect for human rights. It will be a
dynamic 21st century partnership with a
forward-looking agenda to advance the co-
operation of both countries on a wide-
range of issues: education, environment,
security, science and technology, trade

and investment, democracy, human rights,
health, energy, food, entrepreneurship,
and more.

As leaders of the world’s second and third
largest democracies, President Obama
and President Yudhoyono are committed
to building a democratic partnership that
will promote peace, freedom, prosperity,
rule of law, and tolerance in the region
and around the world. In part, this will be
accomplished by establishing bridges of
dialogue, cooperation and mutual under-
standing within the international commu-
nity, and between people and cultures of
different religions and faiths. They will al-
so seek to build even stronger relations
and increased cooperation between the
governments, civil societies, and people of
the United States and Indonesia.

As leaders of two of the world’s largest
economies, President Yudhoyono and
President Obama expressed confidence in
the progress of Indonesia’s economic re-
forms and the economic recovery in the
United States, which create a strong foun-
dation for expanded trade and investment
in both directions. On trade, they recog-
nized the importance of keeping markets
open, as well as facilitation and capacity
building programs to increase trade flows
including creating and realizing opportu-
nities for small businesses and entrepre-
neurs. In this regard, the leaders wel-
comed the creation of the Global Entre-
preneurship Program in Indonesia. On in-
vestment, they resolved to promote
investment flows by supporting efforts of
Indonesia to improve its investment cli-
mate, and further build its infrastructure.
They identified the recently signed Invest-
ment Support Agreement under the Over-
seas Private Investment Corporation and
the United States Millennium Challenge
Account as concrete vehicles to promote
this goal.

The two leaders seek an enduring Part-
nership that transcends official exchanges
and fully leverages the extraordinary tal-



ents of our strongest asset, the Indonesian
and American people. The Comprehen-
sive Partnership will thus have at its core
strong people to people relations and dy-
namic collaboration with non-governmen-
tal groups. In this regard, the two leaders
are pleased to welcome the formation of
the U.S.-Indonesia Council for Higher
Education Partnership, which seeks to
harness the energies of the non-govern-
mental, public, and private sectors in both
countries in support of expanding bilateral
programs in higher education including to
help build Indonesia’s capacity to provide
world class university education and to
double within five years the number of
American and Indonesian students who
study in each other’s country. The leaders
encouraged the formation of additional
public-private partnerships to help ad-
dress other complex challenges such as
climate change.

8. President Yudhoyono welcomed President
Obama’s decision to join the East Asia
Summit, which further integrates the Unit-
ed States into the evolving institutional ar-
chitecture of the Asia-Pacific region and
opens a new channel for expanding multi-
lateral cooperation. They agreed to ener-
getically harness the new Partnership so
that it will contribute to the continued
progress and prosperity of both countries,
while also serving as an important pillar for
growing U.S.-ASEAN cooperation, and for
advancing regional peace and prosperity.
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They also agreed to continue to work close-
ly together in the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation forum to strengthen and deep-
en regional economic integration by ad-
dressing barriers to trade and investment.

9.  The two leaders also committed to work
together to strengthen the G-20 as the
premier forum for the world economy,
and to work towards progress of the Doha
Round. President Obama welcomed Indo-
nesia’s co-chairmanship of the G-20’s an-
ti-corruption working group. The two
leaders further pledged to support inter-
national efforts to reach the Millennium
Development Goals, attain a world free
from nuclear weapons, and promote UN
reforms. They reaffirmed their strong
commitment to combat climate change,
including finding creative ways to support
the new Norway-Indonesia REDD+ part-
nership, and agreed to enhance overall co-
operation in this area.

10. Both leaders pledged to maintain close
contacts and consultation. In this regard,
the two Presidents welcomed the estab-
lishment of the Joint Commission Meet-
ing and a dynamic Plan of Action under
the Comprehensive Partnership, both of
which will help ensure that the partner-
ship produces tangible results and contin-
ues to strengthen in the future.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint declaration.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono of

Indonesia in Jakarta, Indonesia
November 9, 2010

President Yudhoyono. Mr. President and the
delegate, first of all, I would like to once again
welcome you to Jakarta, Indonesia. Thank you
for visiting us, and I am hoping that your visit
will mark another milestone in our bilateral re-
lations.

We have discussed many issues on our bilat-
eral relation as well as on the regional and glob-

al affairs. And I am optimistic that we could fur-
ther promote, deepen, and expand our bilateral
friendships, partnerships, and cooperations.

I would like to give the floor to you firstly on
how could we further expand and deepen our
bilateral cooperations.

President Obama. Excellent. Well, thank you
very much, Mr. President. And to your delegation
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