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Remarks Following a Tour of an Agriculture Exposition and an Open
Government and Technology Exposition in Mumbai
November 7, 2010

Well, here’s the good news, is that in the
United States we are trying to do some of the
same things that you’re doing: trying to make
government more transparent, trying to make
government more accountable, trying to
make government more efficient. And one of
the incredible benefits of the technology
we’re seeing right here is that in many ways In-
dia may be in a position to leapfrog some of the
intermediate stages of government service de-
livery, avoiding some of the 20th-century mech-
anisms for delivering services and going straight
to the 21st.

But many of the issues that you’re talking
about here are ones that we’re trying to apply in
the United States as well. For example, in many
rural areas in the United States, it’s hard some-
times to get to a hospital. Even though the in-

frastructure may be better developed, there’s
still significant distances. And to the extent that
we can use technology to provide people with
basic health information—in some cases, simple
diagnoses—that can save people time, it can
save the Government money, and we can end
up with better health outcomes. And obviously,
the same applies for all the services you men-
tioned.

So I want to congratulate all of you for doing
the terrific work. And I look forward to watch-
ing this terrific experiment in democracy con-
tinue to expand all throughout India, and you’ll
be a model for countries around the world.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 a.m. at St.
Xavier College. Audio was not available for veri-
fication of the content of these remarks.

Remarks at a Town Hall Meeting and a Question-and-Answer Session in
Mumbai
November 7, 2010

The President. Thank you very much. Every-
body, please have a seat. Have a seat. Namaste.

Audience members. Namaste.
The President. It is such a pleasure to be

here. Now, I have to say, first of all, I don’t like
speaking after Michelle—[laughter]—because
she’s very good. Also, because she teases me.
You notice how she said for you to all ask tough
questions. If you want to ask easy questions,
that’s fine. [Laughter]

But on behalf of Michelle and me, I want to
thank St. Xavier’s university. I want to thank
Rector de Souza. I want to thank Principal—I
want to get this right—Mascarenhas. [Laugh-
ter] But it’s a little smoother than that when you
say it. I want to thank Vice Principal Amonkar
and all of you for being such gracious hosts.

And I know it’s hot out here today. For you to
be so patient with me, I’m very grateful to you. I
also want to thank the city of Mumbai and the

people of India for giving us such a extraordi-
nary welcome.

In a few minutes, I’ll take some questions. I
come here not just to speak, but also to listen. I
want to have a dialogue with you. And this is
one of the wonderful things that I have a chance
to do as President of the United States. When I
travel, we always try to set up a town hall meet-
ing where we can interact with the next genera-
tion, because I want to hear from you. I want to
find out what your dreams are, what your fears
are, what your plans are for your country.

But if you will indulge me, I also want to say a
few words about why I’m so hopeful about the
partnership between our two countries and why
I wanted to spend some of my time here in In-
dia speaking directly to young people like your-
selves.

Now, as Michelle said, we have both looked
forward to this visit to India for quite some
time. We have an extraordinary amount of
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