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We can’t spend the next 2 years mired in
gridlock. Other countries, like China, aren’t
standing still. So we can’t stand still either.
We’ve got to move forward. 

I’m confident that if we can do that, if we can
work together, then this country will not only
recover, but it will prosper. And I’m looking
very much forward to helping to pry some mar-
kets open, help American businesses, and put

people back to work here at home during the
course of this trip. 

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:36 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of these remarks.

Remarks on the Second Anniversary of the Terrorist Attacks in Mumbai, India
November 6, 2010

On behalf of Michelle and myself, I want to
say what an extraordinary honor it is to be here
in India. I want to thank the people of Mumbai
and all of you here today for your extraordinari-
ly warm welcome. And I want to say to the peo-
ple of India how much we are looking forward
to spending the next 3 days in this remarkable
country and to deepening the partnership be-
tween our two countries.

I know there’s been a great deal of commen-
tary on our decision to begin our visit here in
this dynamic city, at this historic hotel. And to
those who have asked whether this is intended
to send a message, my answer is simply, abso-
lutely. Mumbai is a symbol of the incredible en-
ergy and optimism that defines India in the 21st
century. And ever since those horrific days 2
years ago, the Taj has been the symbol of the
strength and the resilience of the Indian people. 

So yes, we visit here to send a very clear mes-
sage that in our determination to give our peo-
ple a future of security and prosperity, the Unit-
ed States and India stand united.

A few moments ago, Michelle and I had the
opportunity to visit the memorial here and to
honor the memory of those who were lost. And
we also had the privilege of meeting with some
of their families, as well as some of the coura-
geous survivors. I thank them all for joining us
here today, along with so many others who en-
dured the anguish of those 4 days in November.

We’ll never forget the awful images of 26/11,
including the flames from this hotel that lit up
the night sky. We’ll never forget how the world,
including the American people, watched and
grieved with all of India. 

But the resolve and the resilience of the Indi-
an people during those attacks stood in stark
contrast to the savagery of the terrorists. The
murderers came to kill innocent civilians that
day. But those of you here risked everything to
save human life.

You were strangers who helped strangers;
hostages who worked together to break free and
escape; hotel staff who stayed behind to escort
guests to safety, including the hotel manager,
even after he lost his own family; a nanny who
braved the bullets to protect a young boy; and
Indians in uniform who stopped the carnage and
whose colleagues made the ultimate sacrifice.

The perpetrators wanted to pit believers of
different faiths against one another, but they
failed. Because here in Mumbai, the diversity
that is India’s strength was on full display: Hin-
dus, Sikhs, Christians, Jews, and Muslims pro-
tecting each other, saving each other, living the
common truth of all the world’s great religions,
that we are all children of God.

Those who attacked Mumbai wanted to de-
moralize this city and this country. But they
failed, because the very next day, Mumbaikars
came back to work. Hotel staff reported for
their shifts; workers returned to their business-
es. And within weeks, this hotel was once again
welcoming guests from around the world.

By striking the places where our countries
and people come together, those who perpe-
trated these horrific attacks hoped to drive us
apart. But just as Indian citizens lost their lives
on 9/11, American citizens lost their lives here
on 26/11, along with the citizens of many na-
tions. And just as our people prayed together at



Administration of Barack Obama, 2010 / Nov. 6

1737

candlelight vigils, our Governments have worked
closer than ever, sharing intelligence, preventing
more attacks, and demanding that the perpetra-
tors be brought to justice.

Indeed, today, the United States and India
are working together more closely than ever to
keep our people safe. And I look forward to
deepening our counterterrorism cooperation
even further when I meet with Prime Minister
Singh in New Delhi.

We go forward with confidence, knowing
that history is on our side. Because those who
target the innocent, they offer nothing but
death and destruction. What we seek to build—
to welcome people of different faiths and back-
grounds and to offer our citizens a future of dig-
nity and opportunity—that is the spirit of the
gateway behind us, which in its architecture re-
flects all the beauty and strength of different
faiths and traditions and which has welcomed
people to this city for a century.

That is the hope that in towns and villages
across India, across this vast nation, leads peo-
ple to board crowded trains and set out to forge
their futures in this city of dreams. And that is
the shared determination of India and the Unit-
ed States, two partners that will never waver in
our defense of our people or the democratic
values that we share.

For just as your first Prime Minister said the
day that the father of your nation was taken from
you, we shall never allow that torch of freedom
to be blown out, however high the wind or
stormy the tempest. We believe that in America,
and we know you believe it here in India.

God bless you, and thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. at the
Taj Mahal Palace and Tower Hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to hotel manager Karambir
Singh Kang. 

The President’s Weekly Address
November 6, 2010

This week, Americans across the country cast
their votes and made their voices heard. And
your message was clear. You’re rightly frustrat-
ed with the pace of our economic recovery. So
am I. You’re fed up with partisan politics and
want results. I do too.

So I congratulate all of this week’s winners:
Republicans, Democrats, and Independents.
But now the campaign season is over, and it’s
time to focus on our shared responsibilities to
work together and deliver those results: speed-
ing up our economic recovery, creating jobs,
and strengthening the middle class so that the
American Dream feels like it’s back within
reach.

That’s why I’ve asked to sit down soon with
leaders of both parties so that we can have an
extended discussion about what we can do to-
gether to move this country forward. And over
the next few weeks, we’re going to have a
chance to work together in the brief upcoming
session of Congress. 

Here’s why this lame duck session is so im-
portant. Early in the last decade, President

Bush and Congress enacted a series of tax cuts
that were designed to expire at the end of this
year. What that means is, if Congress doesn’t
act by New Year’s Eve, middle class families
will see their taxes go up starting on New Year’s
Day.

But the last thing we should do is raise taxes
on middle class families. For the past decade,
they saw their costs rise, their incomes fall, and
too many jobs go overseas. They’re the ones
bearing the brunt of the recession. They’re the
ones having trouble making ends meet. They’re
the ones who need relief right now.

So something’s got to be done, and I believe
there’s room for us to compromise and get it
done together.

Let’s start where we agree. All of us want cer-
tainty for middle class Americans. None of us
want them to wake up on January 1 with a high-
er tax bill. That’s why I believe we should per-
manently extend the Bush tax cuts for all fami-
lies making less than $250,000 a year. That’s 98
percent of the American people. 
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