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reinvested, we retooled, and we rebuilt. It’s in
those times that we recaptured the ingenuity
and the resilience that makes us a great people
and makes this a great country.

And that’s the spirit that we’ve got to recap-
ture and unleash once again, a spirit of opti-
mism and confidence and hope that has made
America the most dynamic country in the
world. And standing here with all of you, I am
absolutely convinced that there are going to be
brighter days ahead for America, an America
where businesses like this one are leading our
economy forward and workers like all of you are
rewarded for the work that you do, where our
middle class is growing again and investment is
being made here in the United States again and
the American Dream is back within the reach

for all who are willing to work for it, where
we’re forging our future the way you forge your
steel right here, with hard work and sweat, with
American know-how and ingenuity, cooperating
together, working together. That’s how the folks
who came before us built the first American
century in plants just like this one. That’s how
we’re going to make sure that the 21st century
is an American century as well.

So thank you very much, everybody. God
bless you. God bless America. Bob and Patricia,
thanks for the great work that you do. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:42 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Robert B. Gawne, chief
executive officer, Stromberg Metal Works, Inc.

Remarks on Explosive Devices Found Aboard Flights Bound for the United
States
October 29, 2010

Good afternoon, everybody. I want to briefly
update the American people on a credible ter-
rorist threat against our country and the actions
that we’re taking with our friends and our part-
ners to respond to it.

Last night and earlier today, our intelligence
and law enforcement professionals, working
with our friends and allies, identified two suspi-
cious packages bound for the United States,
specifically, two places of Jewish worship in
Chicago. Those packages have been located in
Dubai and East Midlands Airport in the United
Kingdom. An initial examination of those pack-
ages has determined that they do apparently
contain explosive material.

I was alerted to this threat last night by my
top counterterrorism adviser, John Brennan. I
directed the Department of Homeland Security
and all our law enforcement and intelligence
agencies to take whatever steps are necessary to
protect our citizens from this type of attack.
Those measures led to additional screening of
some planes in Newark and Philadelphia.

The Department of Homeland Security is al-
so taking steps to enhance the safety of air trav-
el, including additional cargo screening. We will

continue to pursue additional protective mea-
sures for as long as it takes to ensure the safety
and security of our citizens.

I’ve also directed that we spare no effort in
investigating the origins of these suspicious
packages and their connection to any additional
terrorist plotting. Although we are still pursuing
all the facts, we do know that the packages orig-
inated in Yemen. We also know that Al Qaida in
the Arabian Peninsula, a terrorist group based
in Yemen, continues to plan attacks against our
homeland, our citizens, and our friends and al-
lies.

John Brennan, who you will be hearing from,
spoke with President Salih of Yemen today
about the seriousness of this threat, and Presi-
dent Salih pledged the full cooperation of the
Yemeni Government in this investigation.

Going forward, we will continue to strength-
en our cooperation with the Yemeni Govern-
ment to disrupt plotting by Al Qaida in the Ara-
bian Peninsula and to destroy this Al Qaida af-
filiate. We’ll also continue our efforts to
strengthen a more stable, secure, and prosper-
ous Yemen so that terrorist groups do not have
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the time and space they need to plan attacks
from within its borders.

The events of the past 24 hours underscores
the necessity of remaining vigilant against ter-
rorism. As usual, our intelligence, law enforce-
ment, and homeland security professionals have
served with extraordinary skill and resolve and
with the commitment that their enormous re-
sponsibilities demand. We’re also coordinating
closely and effectively with our friends and our
allies, who are essential to this fight.

As we obtain more information, we will keep
the public fully informed. But at this stage, the

American people should know that the counter-
terrorism professionals are taking this threat
very seriously and are taking all necessary and
prudent steps to ensure our security. And the
American people should be confident that we
will not waver in our resolve to defeat Al Qaida
and its affiliates and to root out violent extrem-
ism in all its forms.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:22 p.m. in the
James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at the
White House. 

Remarks at a Rally for Representative Thomas S.P. Perriello in Charlottesville,
Virginia
October 29, 2010

The President. Hello, Cavaliers! Thank you!
Are you fired up? Oh, it is good to be back in
Charlottesville. Good to be back.

I want to thank Mayor Dave Norris for his
hospitality. UVA, thank you. I was in the neigh-
borhood and thought I’d stop by just to make
sure you get out and vote on Tuesday for one of
the best Congressmen Virginia has ever had,
Tom Perriello.

Audience member. I love you!
The President. Now—I love you back. It’s

great to see you. Thank you.
Now, look, I am here for one reason. I’m not

here because Tom votes with me on every issue.
Sometimes he disagrees with me. There are
times where I know that his first allegiance is
not to party labels, it’s not to the Democratic
Party; it is to the people of his district and the
people of Virginia.

The reason I am here is because in this day
and age, let’s face it, political courage is hard to
come by. The easiest thing to do, especially
when you’re a first-term Congressman, the easi-
est thing to do is make your decisions based on
the polls. You put your fingers up to the wind,
you check which way the political wind is blow-
ing before you cast every vote. That’s how a lot
of folks think they should do their jobs in Wash-
ington.

And that’s not who Tom is. He did not go to
Washington—he didn’t go to Washington to do
what was easy, to do what was popular. He went
to do what was right.

Audience members. Go, Tom, go! Go, Tom,
go! Go, Tom, go!

The President. Go, Tom, go! Go, Tom, go!
Go, Tom, go!

Tom went to help make the tough decisions
necessary to save this economy from a second
depression. He went to fight for jobs in Virginia.
And in the last 6 months, this district has seen
the announcement of over 2,000 new jobs, in-
cluding new clean energy jobs right here in this
district.

Tom Perriello went—Tom went to Washing-
ton to make college more affordable for stu-
dents and families. We got any students here to-
day? The first bill Tom wrote was a $2,500 tu-
ition tax credit that is now the law of the land,
helping you.

Tom went to Washington to take on the in-
surance companies and the credit card compa-
nies and the Wall Street banks, to make sure
they can’t take advantage of his constituents or
the American people. That’s what Tom Perriel-
lo is about.

So Tom Perriello went to Washington to do
what’s hard. He went to do what is right. And
now the lobbyists and the special interests are
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