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people who are disabled that they had designed
from scratch because they had seen a friend of
theirs who was disabled and not had the equip-
ment that he needed. And they didn’t have a lot
of money in the school, so they actually sold ta-
males to finance this project. First time they
had ever been on a plane was actually to fly to
the competition that they ended up doing so
well on.

And then the last person I met—and there
were others who were doing unbelievable
stuff—but the last young woman I met, she was
16 years old. In her freshman year, she had tak-
en biology, had gotten interested in the life sci-
ences, was particularly interested in cancer
treatment. So she decided, between her fresh-
man and sophomore year, to teach herself
chemistry in the summer because she was so
anxious to get started on learning more about
cancer treatments.

And she decided as a science project to try to
invent a new cancer drug, because right now
there are clinical trials and experimental treat-
ments where you inject the drug into the can-
cer, and then it’s activated by light, and it poten-
tially will just kill the cancer cells without killing
the healthy cells, unlike chemotherapy or radia-
tion treatments.

And so—but apparently, the ones that are
being tested right now by all the big laborato-
ries, they only can be used for skin cancer or
places where the light can penetrate fairly close
to the surface.

So she literally designed a new drug, won the
international science competition, and now is
being contacted by all these laboratories around
the world who are working on this—these types

of drugs. She’s very smart. [Laughter] She’s 16
years old. She hasn’t graduated from high
school yet.

Here’s the point: When you talk to these
young people, you felt so optimistic about
America. You felt like there’s nothing that can
stop us. If we can just harness that energy and
that ingenuity, and if we’re investing in those
kids and we’re giving them a chance and they’re
able to start their own businesses and their own
engineering firms, and if they’re in the class-
room teaching younger kids that same sense of
wonder and excitement, there’s nothing we
can’t do.

And I think that’s important to remember
because we’ve gone through a very difficult
time over the last couple years. But there are
kids like that all across the country. And if we
create the right conditions for them, they will
make sure that the 21st century is the American
century just like the 20th was.

Thank you so much, everybody. Appreciate
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:01 a.m. at the
Foss residence. In his remarks, he referred to
White House Trip Director Marvin Nicholson;
and White House science fair participants Mi-
kayla Nelson of Billings, MT, Mathilda Lloyd of
Kingston, TN, Samuel Snodgrass and Sonja Sol-
omon of Oak Ridge, TN, Diego Vazquez and
Antonio Hernandez of Phoenix, AZ, and Amy
Chyao of Plano, TX. He also referred to his sis-
ter Maya Soetoro-Ng. A portion of these re-
marks could not be verified because the audio
was incomplete.

Remarks at a Rally for Senator Patricia L. Murray in Seattle
October 21, 2010

The President. Thank you, Huskies! It is great
to see all of you. Look, I’m not going to give a
long speech now because then you’ll be listen-
ing to two long speeches. I just wanted to—the
main reason I wanted to come out, because I
thought it would be cool to run through the tun-
nel. [Laughter] I liked doing that.

But I also wanted to come out and just say
thank you to all of you because there are a lot of
you who worked on our campaign, there are a
lot of you who voted, some for the very first
time, because you realized that we’re at a cross-
roads in history right now. America is the great-
est country on Earth, but we didn’t get here
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because it was preordained. We got here be-
cause our parents and our grandparents and our
great-grandparents. They were all willing to roll
up their sleeves and work, to work on behalf of
freedom, to work on behalf of opportunity.

A lot of our parents, grandparents, great-
grandparents came here from other countries to
start a new life because they realized that if they
worked hard here in America, then there was
nothing that could stop them, and that there
was a unique legacy in this Nation of being able
to live out your dreams.

And over the last decade, some of those
dreams felt like they were slipping away. People
felt as if the economy was only for those at the
very top and that no matter how hard you
worked, you were treading water. And people
were having trouble making ends meet and pay-
ing for health care and paying for college educa-
tions. And I think a lot of young people started
feeling that maybe the 21st century wouldn’t be
the American century like the 20th century was.

And what our campaign was about in 2008
was reminding everybody that there is nothing
we can’t do when we join together as citizens
from every walk of life, that there is nothing we
can’t accomplish when we dream big dreams
and are willing to work for them.

And over the last 2 years, as difficult as things
have been, as big as the problems that we inher-
ited were, I have been so inspired because I’ve
had the opportunity to work with people like
Patty Murray to make sure that every American
has decent health care, to make sure that an
economy that was shrinking is growing again, to
start putting people back to work, to make sure
we’ve got equal pay for equal work, to make
sure that we’ve got a couple of wonderful wom-
en on the Supreme Court, to make sure that
young people can afford a college education, to
make sure that we brought back 100,000 troops
from Iraq, to make sure that we’re respected
around the world once again, to start investing
in research and development so that our econo-
my can thrive, to make sure that we’re investing
in clean energy so that we’re at the forefront,

not only of growing our economy, but of saving
the planet.

And I’ve been inspired by you, because
wherever I go, traveling across this country, es-
pecially when I meet young people, I am re-
minded of your energy and your drive and your
imagination. And for all the problems, we’re go-
ing through right now, we still have the best
workers on Earth; we’ve got the finest universi-
ties on Earth; we’ve got the best entrepreneurs
on Earth; we’ve got the freest, most vibrant
economy on Earth——

Audience member. And the best President on
Earth!

The President. Well, I won’t say that, but
we’ve got a pretty good President. I—and so—
[applause]—but here’s what I need from you
now, and this is the point that Patty was making.
Look, Patty has worked so hard on behalf of
Washington, worked so hard on behalf of this
institution, worked so hard on behalf of you.
I’ve got to have Patty as a partner in Washing-
ton.

So I am here to deliver one simple message:
If you have not voted yet, you’ve got to get that
ballot and put it in the mail. Don’t delay. Do it
right after this rally. You’ve got to then talk to
your friends. You’ve got to talk to your neigh-
bors. You’ve got to make phone calls. You’ve got
to knock on doors. You have to make sure that
you are as fired up and as excited now as you
were 2 years ago, because the work is not yet
done. And I have to have Patty Murray back in
the United States Senate.

Can I get that promise from you guys? Are
you going to vote? I need Patty Murray back in
the United States Senate. And you need to send
her there. If you do, I guarantee you, we’re go-
ing to continue to work to make sure the Amer-
ican Dream is not just here for this generation,
but for generations to come.

Thank you, everybody. God bless you. God
bless the United States of America. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:42 a.m. at the
University of Washington.
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The President. Hello, Huskies! Thank you!
Woof, woof! Give it up for Patty Murray! I am
thrilled to be back in Seattle. It is great to be
back in the State of Washington.

We’ve got some great friends here that I
want to make sure everybody acknowledges.
The Governor, Chris Gregoire, is here. Repre-
sentative Jim McDermott is in the house. Rep-
resentative Norm Dicks is here. Representative
Joe [Jay]* Inslee is here. King County Executive
Dow Constantine is here. And your great Unit-
ed States Senator, Patty Murray, is in the house.

Audience member. We love you!
The President. I love you back.
When this State sent Patty to the Senate, she

wasn’t one of those lifelong politicians who
wanted the job for the fancy title or the nice of-
fice. She was the mom in tennis shoes who was
just looking to help a few people and solve a few
problems. All these years later, that’s exactly
what she has done. That’s exactly what she’s
done. She’s helped a lot of people. She’s solved
a lot of problems. And now she needs our help
so she can keep on fighting for you in the Unit-
ed States Senate.

And, Washington, you know Patty Murray.
You know what she’s made of. You’ve seen her
go to bat to keep Boeing jobs and aerospace
jobs right here in Washington. You’ve seen her
fight for clean energy jobs and new infrastruc-
ture jobs. You’ve seen her fight to make sure
that this Nation keeps faith with our veterans
because it is a sacred trust. This is a Senator
who still flies across the country every weekend
to come home. When we were in the Senate to-
gether, I used to think, poor Patty. [Laughter] I
mean, I got my little hour-and-a-half flight to
Chicago. And she had a lot longer way to go.

But she knew how important it was to come
home and listen to the cares and concerns of
her constituents. That’s the kind of leader you
need at a time like this, somebody who knows
your lives.

So look, if you haven’t already voted for Patty
Murray, let me be clear. You need to go right
after this rally, fill out that ballot, and mail it
in—today. Not tomorrow, not the next day, but
today.

Let’s get this done. Let’s get Patty Murray
back into the United States Senate.

Look, we need you fired up. We need you
fired up, Seattle, because in just a few days your
decision in this election is going to set the direc-
tion of this State and of this country for years to
come.

And there are a lot of folks out there in
Washington, DC—not in Washington State, but
in Washington, DC—who are saying, you know
what, it can’t be done, just like they said in
2008. You can’t—what they’re saying is that you
can’t say no to the special interests, that you
can’t overcome the cynicism in politics.

Audience members. Yes, we can!
The President. That you can’t overcome the

millions of dollars in negative ads.
Audience members. Yes, we can!
The President. That you can’t elect a Black

guy with a funny name, Barack Obama.
Audience members. Yes, we can!
The President. That’s what they always say.
Audience members. Yes, we can! Yes, we can!

Yes, we can!
The President. They’re always telling us what

we cannot do, and you just keep on coming
back and saying, yes, we can.

Now, look, let’s be honest. There’s no doubt
this is a difficult election. And it’s because we
have been through an incredibly difficult time
as a nation. And it didn’t just happen a year ago
or 2 years ago. For most of the last decade, mid-
dle class families saw their incomes fall. Be-
tween 2001 and 2009, which corresponds to
when the Republicans were in charge, middle
class incomes of families fell. Job growth was
actually more stagnant than any time since
World War II. Jobs were disappearing overseas.
In the meantime, the costs of everything from
health care to college tuition were going up. * White House correction.
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