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of the Press Secretary on October 8, but was
embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on October 9.
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The Office of the Press Secretary also released a
Spanish language transcript of this address.

Statement on the International Civil Aviation Organization’s Declaration on

Aviation Security
October 9, 2010

I commend the International Civil Aviation
Organization for adopting yesterday’s declara-
tion on aviation security, which forges a historic
new foundation for aviation security that will
better protect our world from evolving terrorist
threats. Following the attempted December
25th terrorist attack, at my direction, the De-
partment of Homeland Security has worked
with ICAO, our international partners, and rep-
resentatives ranging from airline CEOs to avia-

tion industry trade associations in an unprece-
dented effort to strengthen international avia-
tion security. The extraordinary global collabo-
ration demonstrated by the nearly 190 ICAO
countries during the ICAO General Assembly
in Montreal has helped to bring about a truly
21st-century international aviation security
framework that will make air travel safer and
more secure than ever before.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Rally in Philadelphia,

Pennsylvania
October 10, 2010

The President. Hello, Philadelphial

Audience members. Yes, we can! Yes, we can!
Yes, we can!

The President. Thank you. Thank you. Oh,
this is—thank you. Joe, this is a good-looking
crowd, man. This is a beautiful crowd on a
beautiful day. It’s good to be back here in Penn-
sylvania.

Vice President Joe Biden. And they’re all the
way back in the parking lot. They can’t even see
you.

The President. Tt is good to be back in Penn-
sylvania, good to be back in Philly. I know part
of the reason you're fired up is because you've
just heard from one of the finest Vice Presi-
dents we will ever see in this country’s history,
Joe Biden. Plus, Joe looks cool in those glasses
too, doesn’t he?

You know, I want you to know, when I was
still campaigning, right after I selected Joe, I—
we went out and we were doing some events
and small town hall meetings. And everywhere
we went with Joe, some woman would come by
and say, you know, I think Joe’s kind of cute.
Can you introduce me to Joe? [Laughter] That

was true. And I had to inform this woman that
Joe is married to a wonderful Jill Biden.

In addition to hearing from Joe, I know
you've heard from Governor Ed Rendell. Sena-
tor Arlen Specter’s in the house. Senator Bob
Casey is in the house. State Treasurer Rob Mc-
Cord is here. Congressman Chaka Fattah is
here. Congressman Joe Sestak is here. Con-
gressman Bob Brady is here. Mayor Michael
Nutter is in the house. And we’ve got Allegheny
County Executive Dan Onorato is here. I want
to thank Pastor Kevin Johnson for the invoca-
tion. D] Diamond Kuts, and give it up for the
Roots.

Now, I'm glad to see that this crowd is fired
up. Are you fired up?

Audience members. Fired up!

The President. Are you ready to go?

Audience members. Ready to go!

The President. I've got to make sure you stay
fired up. I promise you'll be out of here to catch
the Phillies and the Eagles. I don’t want to get
between Philly fans and their sports teams.

Now, Philadelphia, 2 years ago, you defied
the conventional wisdom in Washington. They
said, no, you can’t. They said, no, you can’t
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overcome the cynicism of politics. No, you can’t
overcome the special interests and the big mon-
ey. No, you can’t take on the big challenges of
our time. No, you can't elect a skinny guy with a
funny name to the Presidency of the United
States. What did you say?

Audience members. Yes, we can! Yes, we can!
Yes, we can!

The President. That's what you said.

But, Philly, I've got this message for you to-
day. I want everybody to understand, our victo-
ry in that campaign, that wasn’t the end of the
road. That was just the beginning of the road.
That was just the start of the journey. By itself,
it does not deliver the change that we need. I
know a lot of you thought, just because of elec-
tion night and the Inauguration, everybody was
having fun and Beyonce was singing and Bono,
and so everybody thought, boy, this is it.

But that was just the start, because we under-
stood what we were going up against. The only
thing that the election did was, it gave us the
chance to make change happen. It made each of
you a shareholder in the mission of rebuilding
our country and reclaiming our future. And
Philly, I'm back here 2 years later because our
job is not yet done, and the success of our mis-
sion is at stake right now. On November 2, I
need you as fired up as you were in 2008, be-
cause we've got a lot of work ahead of us.

After that last election, it was my hope that
we could pull together, Democrats and Repub-
licans, to confront the worst economic crisis
since the Great Depression. I hoped that we
could get beyond the divisions of red States and
blue States. That's what we thought. Because
although we are proud to be Democrats, we are
prouder to be Americans, and I know there are
plenty of Republicans out there in this country
who feel the exact same way.

But when we arrived in Washington, the Re-
publicans in Congress, they had a different idea.
They knew it would take more than 2 years to
climb out of this recession. They knew that by
the time of this election, people would still be
out of work. They knew people would still be
frustrated. And so what they figured was, if we
just sat on the sidelines, if Republicans just op-

posed everything we said we could do, if they
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rejected every compromise we offered, if they
spent all their time attacking Democrats instead
of attacking problems, they figured they might
be able to do well in the polls.

So they sent—they spent the last 20 months
saying no, even to policies that they had sup-
ported in the past. They said no to middle class
tax cuts. They said no to help for small business-
es. They said no to a bipartisan deficit reduction
commission that they had once cosponsored. If
I said the sky was blue, they said no. If T said
there were fish in the sea, they said no. They
figured, if Obama fails, then we win. Am I
wrong, Joe? That’s exactly what they said.

Now, they made a—they may have thought
that playing political games would help them
win an election, but T knew it wouldn't get
America through the crisis. So I made some dif-
ferent decisions. I took whatever steps were
necessary to stop the economic freefall, to stop
a second depression, even if those decisions
were not popular, even if they were not easy.
Because you didn’t elect me to do what was
easy. You elected me to do what was right.
That’s why you sent me to Washington. You
didn’t send me to Washington to put my finger
to the wind and figure out which way the wind
was blowing, to spend all my time reading the
polls. You sent me there to solve problems.

And 20 months later, we no longer face the
possibility of a second depression. Our economy
is growing again. The private sector created jobs
9 months in a row now. There are 3 million
Americans who would not be working today if
not for the economic plan that Joe and I put in-
to place. That’s the truth.

Now, what’s also the truth is we’ve still got a
long way to go. The hole we're climbing out is
so deep, the Republicans messed up so bad, left
a—such a big mess, that there are still millions
of Americans without work. I want everybody to
understand this, just in case there’s still some
undecideds out there. Before I was inaugurated
and before Joe was inaugurated, we had lost 4
million jobs in the 6 months before that. We
lost almost 800,000 jobs the month I was sworn
in, 600,000 the month after that, 600,000 the
month after that. Before any of our economic
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