
Oct. 2 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2010

1504

Secretary on October 1, but was embargoed for
release until 6 a.m. on October 2. The Office of

the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address.

Statement on the 20th Anniversary of the Reunification of East and West
Germany
October 2, 2010

On Sunday, October 3, the people of the
United States join with the people of the Feder-
al Republic of Germany in celebrating the Day
of German Unity and the 20th anniversary of
the unification of East and West Germany. This
was an historic achievement, as Germans peace-
fully reunited and advanced our shared vision of
a Europe, whole and free, anchored in the Eu-
ro-Atlantic institutions of NATO and the Euro-
pean Union. The United States commemorates
today that spirit and the many accomplishments
of Germany, one of our closest allies and great-
est friends. We pay tribute to the countless con-
tributions Germans have made to our own his-
tory and society. We honor the courage and

conviction of the German people that brought
down the Berlin Wall, ending decades of pain-
ful and artificial separation. It unleashed a spirit
of hope and joy and opened the door to unprec-
edented freedom throughout the European
Continent and around the world. The American
people are proud of our role in defending a free
Berlin and in supporting the German people in
their quest for human dignity. We remain
proud of our partnership with our German al-
lies to advance freedom, prosperity, and stabili-
ty around the world. We congratulate the peo-
ple of Germany on this national day, and we ex-
press our gratitude for our vital friendship.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report Related to
Afghanistan and Pakistan 
September 30, 2010

Dear __________:

In response to the requirement of section
1117 of the Supplemental Appropriations Act,
2009 (Public Law 111–32, the “Act”), and in or-
der to keep the Congress fully informed, I am
providing the attached report related to Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan. This is the second re-
port submitted under section 1117 of the Act
and follows my March 2010 submission.

As I wrote in March, my Administration com-
pleted a thorough policy review last November,
and I announced a new approach at West Point
on December 1, 2009. As you are aware, I
named and the Senate approved General David
Petraeus to lead our military efforts in Afghani-
stan. Beyond that change, we are continuing to
implement the policy as described in December
and do not believe further adjustments are re-
quired at this time. Consistent with the Act and
given the time necessary to accumulate data,

the attached report covers the period ending
June 30, 2010. To the extent possible, the re-
port provides an update on our assessment
since that date.

As the Congress continues its deliberations
on the way ahead in Afghanistan and Pakistan, I
want to continue to underscore our Nation’s in-
terests in the successful implementation of this
policy.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Vice Presi-
dent Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the Sen-
ate; Senate Majority Leader Harry M. Reid;
Senate Minority Leader A. Mitchell McCon-
nell; Daniel K. Inouye, chairman, and W. Thad
Cochran, vice chairman, Senate Committee on
Appropriations; Carl Levin, chairman, and John
S. McCain III, ranking member, Senate Com-



Administration of Barack Obama, 2010 / Oct. 4

1505

mittee on Armed Services; John F. Kerry, chair-
man, and Richard G. Lugar, ranking member,
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations; Jo-
seph I. Lieberman, chairman, and Susan M.
Collins, ranking member, Senate Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs;
Patrick J. Leahy, chairman, and Jefferson B.
Sessions III, ranking member, Senate Commit-
tee on the Judiciary; Diane Feinstein, chairman,
and Christopher S. “Kit” Bond, vice chairman,
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence;
Speaker of the House of Representatives Nancy
Pelosi; House Majority Leader Steny H. Hoyer;
House Republican Leader John A. Boehner;
David R. Obey, chairman, and Jerry Lewis,
ranking member, House Committee on Appro-

priations; Isaac N. “Ike” Skelton IV, chairman,
and Howard P. “Buck” McKeon, ranking mem-
ber, House Committee on Armed Services;
Howard L. Berman, chairman, and Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen, ranking member, House Committee
on Foreign Affairs; Bennie G. Thompson, chair-
man, and Peter T. King, ranking member,
House Committee on Homeland Security; John
Conyers, Jr., chairman, Lamar S. Smith, ranking
member, House Committee on the Judiciary;
and Silvestre Reyes, chairman, and Peter Hoek-
stra, ranking member, House Permanent Select
Committee on Intelligence. This letter was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on
October 4.

Remarks in a Discussion With the President’s Economic Recovery Advisory
Board and Business Leaders
October 4, 2010

The President. Have a seat, everybody. Good
afternoon. Before we begin today’s meeting of
my economic advisory board, I wanted to say a
few words about one of the topics that we’ll be
discussing, and something that’s one of our
most important economic issues of our time:
the skills and education of our workforce, be-
cause every business leader in this room knows
that the single most important predictor of
America’s success in the 21st century is how
well our workers can compete with workers all
around the world.

All of our education institutions, from our
preschools to our universities, have a critical
role to play here. But one of our most underval-
ued assets as a nation is our network of commu-
nity colleges. These colleges don’t just serve as a
gateway to good jobs for millions of middle class
Americans, community colleges also serve as a
pool of talent from which businesses can draw
trained, skilled workers. Unfortunately, because
of the burden the recession has placed on State
and local budgets, community colleges have
been forced to cap enrollments and scrap cours-
es. And even in the best of times, they receive
far less funding than 4-year colleges and univer-
sities.

Not only is that not right, I think it’s not
smart. Not at a time when so many Americans
are still looking for work. And not at a time when
so many other nations are trying to outeducate
us today so they can outcompete us tomorrow.
We need to be doing more, not less, to equip
our workers with the skills and training they
need in the 21st century. It’s an economic im-
perative.

And so I’ve said that by the year 2020, I want
to see an additional 5 million community col-
lege degrees and certificates in America. To
reach this goal, we’re making an unprecedented
investment in our community colleges, upgrad-
ing them, modernizing them, and challenging
these schools to pursue innovative, research-
oriented approaches to education. And I’ve
asked Dr. Jill Biden, a community college edu-
cator for more than 17 years, who’s with us here
today, to help promote community colleges
around the country and lead the first-ever
White House Summit on Community Colleges,
which will be taking place tomorrow. And I’ve
asked this economic advisory board to reach out
to employers across the country and come up
with new ways for businesses, community
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