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Statement on California’s Health Benefits Exchange Legislation
October 1, 2010

I want to congratulate Governor Schwar-
zenegger, Speaker Perez, President Pro Tempo-
re Steinberg, and the members of the California
State Legislature for passing and signing the bi-
partisan California Health Benefits Exchange
legislation. They are taking an important early
step toward reforming our private insurance
marketplace so that California families and small

businesses will have high-quality and affordable
health insurance choices in 2014, when reform
is fully implemented. I look forward to continu-
ing to work with and provide resources and sup-
port for all States as we work toward creating a
new competitive health insurance system that
lowers costs for consumers and businesses, in-
creases quality, and reduces our deficits.

Statement on the 50th Anniversary of the Founding of Cyprus
October 1, 2010

The people of the United States join the peo-
ple of the Republic of Cyprus in celebrating its
50 years of independence today. This year also
marks the 50th anniversary of bilateral relations
between our countries, which are united by ties
of kinship and common ideals. Our partnership
is strengthened by the long history of friendship
between our peoples and the many contribu-
tions Americans of Cypriot ancestry have made
to our Nation. We look forward to deepening
our relationship and strengthening cooperation
in our many areas of mutual interest.

On this occasion, we recognize not just this
history, but also the hopes for future security
and prosperity. We applaud the determined ef-
forts to achieve a comprehensive Cyprus settle-
ment and support the reunification of the island
as a bizonal, bicommunal federation. The Unit-
ed States is confident that a resolution meeting
the aspirations of both communities is attain-
able.

We congratulate the people of the Republic
of Cyprus on this historic anniversary.

Statement on Thad W. Allen’s Service as Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill
Incident Commander
October 1, 2010

I am profoundly grateful to Admiral Thad
Allen for his years of dedicated service to
America and particularly his outstanding lead-
ership of the BP oil spill response effort. At a
time when he could have enjoyed a well-
deserved retirement from the United States
Coast Guard, Admiral Allen stepped up to the
plate and served his country when his skills
and experience were urgently needed. This
unprecedented response effort simply could
not have succeeded without Admiral Allen at

the helm, and the Nation owes him a debt of
gratitude. As we continue to help the people of
the Gulf Coast return to their lives and liveli-
hoods, my administration’s work will continue
to benefit from Admiral Allen’s selfless service
and dedicated leadership. I wish him well in all
of his future endeavors.

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language version of this
statement.
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