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the region. Because of outstanding work by Co-
lombian security forces, they were able to em-
bark on a mission that resulted in the death of
the leader of FARC.

The people of Colombia have been plagued
by this terrorist insurgency for a very long time,
and as a consequence of the success of Colom-
bian security forces, I think we now have the
chance to see continued stability in Colombia
and in the region. And that will create the pros-
pects for peace and development under Presi-
dent Santos’s leadership. So we want to con-
gratulate him.

The friendship between our two countries is
extraordinarily important to us. We are working
not just in dealing with things like drug interdic-
tion, but we’re also interested in figuring out
how we can continually improve our economic
cooperation, our political cooperation, and our
people-to-people exchanges so that we continu-
ally deepen these bilateral ties.

And I think that President Santos also likes to
boast about the fact that his Kansas Jayhawks
have won a number of championships in basket-
ball. And I was a little disappointed with them
last year because I bet on them winning it all,
and they lost. [Laughter] But he’s already apol-
ogized to me for that. [Laughter]

So I want to welcome the President. Again,
congratulations on a great start. We are confi-
dent that you’re going to do well and we’ll be
able to strengthen the cooperation between our
two nations.

President Santos. Thank you. 
President Obama. Thank you.
President Santos. All right, I want to thank

President Obama for his warm welcome and his
generous words. We value in Colombia very

much our very special relations with the United
States. We’re coming, ourselves, into a new era.
Now that the security problem is more or less
solved, we can now turn to a more progressive
agenda. Social development, the prosperity of
our people, climate change, the environment,
those are the type of issues that we can now in-
clude in our agenda. And we want to enhance
our relation to a true partnership where Colom-
bia and the U.S. can work together in the region
and outside the region for our mutual benefit.

I am proud of being a graduate from the Uni-
versity of Kansas. [Laughter] As President
Obama knows that we are very good in basket-
ball. But I told him, when he called me, what
the Republicans say about my education, that I
was—afterwards, I went to Harvard. And they
say I was educated in Kansas and corrupted in
Harvard. [Laughter] And I think that’s some-
thing that we both are—also graduated from
Harvard, and I’m sure that that’s only a Repub-
lican point of view, not a Democratic one.
[Laughter]

President Obama. Well, actually, they all—
they think I was corrupted somewhere. [Laugh-
ter]

Welcome. Thank you so much.
President Santos. Thank you very much.
President Obama. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:26 p.m. at the
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Victor Julio Suarez Rojas, chief of mil-
itary operations of the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia (FARC), who was killed by
Colombian military forces on September 23.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released a
Spanish language transcript of these remarks.

Remarks at a United States-Association of Southeast Asian Nations Leaders
Meeting in New York City
September 24, 2010

President Obama. Well, good afternoon, every-
one. To all the leaders who are here as well as the
delegations, welcome. I want to thank my fellow
leaders for being here and for making this the first
U.S.-ASEAN leaders meeting to take place in the

United States. This reflects ASEAN’s growing im-
portance and the unprecedented cooperation be-
tween ASEAN and the United States.

As a Pacific nation, the United States has an
enormous stake in the people and the future of
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Asia. The region is home to some of our largest
trading partners and buys many of our exports,
supporting millions of American jobs. We need
partnerships with Asian nations to meet the
challenges of our growing economy, preventing
proliferation, and addressing climate change.

As President, I’ve therefore made it clear
that the United States intends to play a leader-
ship role in Asia. So we’ve strengthened old alli-
ances, we’ve deepened new partnerships, as we
are doing with China, and we’ve reengaged with
regional organizations, including ASEAN.

Last year in Singapore, I was proud to be-
come the first American President to meet with
all 10 ASEAN leaders. Today I’m pleased to
host our second meeting as we elevate our part-
nership to meet the shared challenges and op-
portunities of the 21st century.

We’ll focus on creating sustainable economic
growth. Our trade with ASEAN countries is
growing. In fact, America exports to ASEAN
countries are growing twice as fast as they are to
other regions, so Southeast Asia will be impor-
tant to reaching my goal of doubling American
exports.

Through APEC and initiatives like the Trans-
Pacific Partnership, we’re pursuing trade rela-
tionships that benefit all our countries. And we
will continue to support ASEAN’s goal of creat-
ing a more effective and integrated community
by 2015, which would advance regional peace
and stability.

We’ll also focus on deepening our political
and security cooperation. ASEAN countries are
increasingly playing a leadership role in the re-
gion, and ASEAN itself has the potential to be a
very positive force in global affairs. That is why
the United States has accepted ASEAN’s invita-
tion to join the East Asia summit, which will
help us meet regional and global challenges to-
gether. And I look forward to attending the East
Asia summit in Jakarta next year.

So again, I want to thank my fellow leaders
for being here. And I look forward to sustaining
our momentum on my visits in November to In-
donesia, Korea, and Japan, where we’ll work to-
gether at the APEC summit to ensure strong,
sustainable, and balanced economic growth.

With that, I’d invite President Triet of Viet-
nam, the ASEAN chair this past year, to offer a
few words as well. And during that time, I sus-
pect that lunch will be served.

President Nguyen Minh Triet of Vietnam.
Your Excellency, President Obama, Excelleni-
cies, ASEAN leaders, on behalf of my fellow
colleagues from ASEAN countries, I want to
thank Your Excellency President Obama for in-
viting us to the second ASEAN-U.S. leaders
meeting in New York. And thank you so much
for giving us the wonderful hospitality.

Over the years, and especially recently, the
relations between ASEAN and the U.S. have
been growing very well. And I remember the
first meeting in Singapore in November 2009,
and we come up with a lot of important out-
comes to create favorable conditions for the
growing of the relations between ASEAN and
the U.S. And this time, I believe this a great op-
portunity for us to share the views and exchange
our views on how to enhance the dialogue part-
nership between ASEAN and the U.S. in the
coming years.

Your Excellencies, the relations between
ASEAN and U.S. plays a very important role to
the security, peace, and development in the re-
gion. Vietnam and ASEAN always support the
deepening of the relations between ASEAN
and the U.S., bilaterally and multilaterally. And
we want to take our relations to the next level to
greater comprehensiveness and more suste-
nance for the peace, stability, and development
of our region.

I look forward to very fruitful and productive
discussions that we are going to have today in
order to bring about great benefits and to lay
the foundation for the growing of the relations
and cooperation between our two sides.

Thank you so much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:08 p.m. at the
Waldorf Astoria Hotel. President Triet spoke in
Vietnamese, and his remarks were translated by
an interpreter. A portion of these remarks could
not be verified because the audio was incom-
plete.
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Joint Statement of the Second United States-Association of Southeast Asian
Nations Leaders Meeting
September 24, 2010

1. We, the heads of State/Government of
Brunei Darussalam, the Kingdom of Cam-
bodia, the Republic of Indonesia, the Lao
People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia,
the Union of Myanmar, the Republic of
Philippines, the Republic of Singapore,
the Kingdom of Thailand and the Socialist
Republic of Viet Nam, the Member States
of the Association of Southeast Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN), and the United States
(U.S.), held our Second ASEAN-U.S.
Leaders’ Meeting on September 24 in
New York. The Meeting was co-chaired
by H.E. Nguyen Minh Triet, President of
Viet Nam, in his capacity as Chairman of
ASEAN, and H.E. Barack Obama, Presi-
dent of the United States of America. The
Secretary-General of ASEAN was also in
attendance.

2. ASEAN appreciated the United States’
sustained engagement at the highest level
with ASEAN Member States. We reaf-
firmed that U.S. participation in the annu-
al Post Ministerial Conference (PMC)
meetings, the ASEAN Regional Forum
(ARF), the upcoming ASEAN Defense
Ministers Meeting Plus (ADMM Plus)
process, sustained engagement through
the U.S.-ASEAN Trade and Investment
Framework Arrangement (TIFA), U.S.
accession to the Treaty of Amity and Co-
operation in Southeast Asia (TAC), and
the establishment of a permanent Mission
to ASEAN have all demonstrated the
United States’ firm commitment to con-
tinue to strengthen comprehensive rela-
tions with ASEAN. We welcomed the ap-
pointment of the first resident U.S. Am-
bassador to ASEAN in Jakarta.

3. We recognized these elements of greater
engagement between ASEAN and the
United States. We agreed to further deep-
en our current partnership in order to
provide the framework for continued

growth in ASEAN-U.S. relations and to
expand the significant contributions our
cooperation already has made to peace,
stability and prosperity in Southeast Asia
and the broader East Asia region. We wel-
comed the idea to elevate our partnership
to a strategic level and will make this a pri-
mary focus area of the ASEAN-U.S. Emi-
nent Persons Group and will task it to de-
velop concrete and practical recommen-
dations to that end by 2011. We also
looked forward to the adoption of the new
five-year Plan of Action for 2011–2015.

4. ASEAN Leaders welcomed the United
States’ support for ASEAN Community
and Connectivity. We will strengthen co-
operation with the United States in ad-
dressing issues related to human rights,
trade and investment, energy efficiency,
agriculture, educational, cultural and peo-
ple-to-people exchanges, interfaith dia-
logue, science and technology, disaster
risk management and emergency re-
sponse, health and pandemic diseases, en-
vironment, biodiversity conservation, cli-
mate change, combating illicit trafficking
in persons, arms and drugs and other
forms of transnational crimes. We re-
solved to deepen cooperation against in-
ternational terrorism under the frame-
work of the ASEAN-U.S. Joint Declara-
tion for Cooperation to Combat Interna-
tional Terrorism.

5. We discussed the growing efforts to pro-
mote regional cooperation in East Asia
and reaffirmed the importance of ASEAN
centrality in the EAS process. ASEAN
welcomed the U.S. President’s intention
to participate in the East Asia Summit
(EAS) beginning in 2011 and Secretary
Clinton’s attendance as a guest of the
chair at the Fifth EAS meeting on Octo-
ber 30, 2010 in Ha Noi. ASEAN and the
United States expect to continue to
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