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I have great confidence in the interest of
both President Hu and Premier Wen to contin-
ue on the path of cooperation and mutually
beneficial policies. T look forward to seeing
them at the G=20 and APEC this fall. And I'm
looking forward, hopefully, to the possibility of
President Hu visiting us for an official state visit
some time in the near future.

So, Premier Wen, to you and your delega-
tion, welcome. And let me once again express
on behalf of the American people our desire to
continue to build a growing friendship and
strong relationship between the peoples of Chi-
na and the United States.

Premier Wen. It’s a great pleasure to meet
President Obama and all our American friends
here. I always believed that China-U.S. rela-
tionship has gone beyond the bilateral scope
and has important influence internationally.

Our common interests far outweigh our differ-
ences. In spite of the disagreements of one kind
or another between our two countries, I believe
these differences can be well resolved through
dialogue and cooperation. So the China-U.S. re-
lationship will always forge ahead. I have confi-
dence in this.

Just now, you, Mr. President, referred to a
host of areas where our two countries have co-

operated, and I have come to the United States
with such a cooperative spirit too. Our two
countries can have cooperation on a series of
major international issues and regional hotspot
issues. We have cooperation on tackling the fi-
nancial crisis and meeting the climate chal-
lenge. China and the United States can also em-
brace an even closer and bigger relationship in
the fields of public finance, financial industry,
and economic cooperation and trade.

I have come to this meeting with President
Obama with a candid and constructive attitude.
In the past couple of days here in my stay in
New York, I have been saying such a message
far and wide, that is, 'm sure I'm going to have
a wonderful discussion with the President.

And T think our meeting today will also
achieve the result that we will foster favorable
conditions for the visit to the United States by
President Hu Jintao at an appropriate time next
year.

[Inaudible]—I want to thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent, for taking time.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:27 a.m. at
United Nations Headquarters. Premier Wen
Spoke in Chinese, and his remarks were trans-
lated by an interpreter.
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Good afternoon, everybody. I have already
subjected you to one long speech today, so I will
not do it again. But I do want to, as the Presi-
dent of the host country, the United States,
thank all of you for your participation. And I
want to thank Secretary-General Ban for host-
ing us. To all my fellow delegates and all the
distinguished guests who are with us today,
thank you for your leadership.

Mr. Secretary-General, I especially want to
thank you for your dedication to pursuing
peace, expanding security, protecting human
rights, and advancing democracy and develop-
ment.
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Standing here, I am reminded of something
President Franklin Roosevelt said shortly be-
fore the United Nations was founded. He said,
“Peace can endure only so long as humanity re-
ally insists upon it and is willing to work for it
and sacrifice for it.” Over the last 2 years, our
nations have come together in that spirit. We've
shown the possibilities of working together in
common purpose, from responding to terrible
earthquakes in Haiti and floods in Pakistan, to
carrying out peacekeeping missions, to focusing
the world’s attention on the upcoming referen-
da in Sudan.

But as we all know, our work is far from over.
And in the months and years ahead, the chal-



lenges we face will require the work of all na-
tions and all peoples. That's how real change
happens. It will require the leadership of every-
body in this room, because despite our differ-
ences, our people, I believe, share common as-
pirations: to live in security free from fear, to
live in dignity free from want, to provide for our
families, and to realize a better tomorrow. And
as leaders, each of us has a responsibility to an-
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swer those aspirations and to leave our children
a better world.

And so I want to propose a toast to Secretary-
General Ban and to the spirit that brings us
here today; that we insist not only upon peace
and progress, but that we are also willing to
work for it and to sacrifice for it.

Cheers.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:58 p.m. at
United Nations Headquarters.
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President Obama. Thank you, everybody.
Thank you. Please have a seat. Well, T am
thrilled to be here. I want to thank President
Clinton for the kind, although protocol-busting,
introduction. [Laughter] And I want to thank
him for inviting me back to join you at this
year’s meeting.

It was an extraordinary pleasure to be here at
CGI last year. It’s a pleasure to be back today,
not only because of my highest regard for Presi-
dent Clinton personally, not just because of my
gratitude to him for putting up with long hours
away from our Secretary of State—][laughter]

Former President William J. Clinton. Thank
you for being grateful, though.

President Obama. 1 am grateful. [Laughter]
But also because of the tremendous work he’s
doing through GCI [CGI].

For the past 5 years, President Clinton has
applied the full force of his energy and his influ-
ence—and it is formidable—to the work of this
initiative. And with that passion and with that
determination and that charm of his that makes
it so darn hard to say no, he has marshaled $57
billion worth of commitments from folks like
you, and that’s bringing hope and opportunity
to more than 200 million people around the
world. It’s a remarkable record of achievement.

But I'm not just here today to sing President
Clinton’s praises or to commend all of you for
the terrific work that each of you have done, al-

* White House correction.

though I am grateful for that. I am here to play
an even more important role, and that is to in-
troduce my better half: my extraordinary wife,
and America’s extraordinary First Lady, Mi-
chelle Obama.

Now, Bill Clinton understands where I'm
coming from here. [Laughter] He knows what
it’s like to be married to somebody who’s smart-
er—{laughter]—somebody who’s better look-
ing—[laughter]l—somebody who’s  just all
around a little more impressive than you are.
[Laughter] Right? It's—this is not news to peo-
ple. [Laughter]

Since Michelle and T first started dating 22
years ago, pretty much everybody I know who’s
met her at some point comes up to me and says,
“You know, Barack, you're great and all, I like
you, but your wife, now, she’s really something.”
[Laughter] And I, of course, agree. They're
right. And I feel grateful that Michelle so far, at
least, has not run for any offices I've been run-
ning for. [Laughter] She would beat me thor-
oughly.

Fortunately for me, as much as she cares
deeply about public service, she hasn’t shown
much interest in the political chatter. She
doesn’t think about who’s winning or losing,
what the polls say, or who gets the best headline
in the papers. No matter what the issue, there’s
only one thing that she wants to know, and
that’s: Who are we helping? That’s what she
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