
Administration of Barack Obama, 2010 / Sept. 23

1413

This future will not be easy to reach. It will
not come without setbacks, nor will it be quickly
claimed. But the founding of the United Na-
tions itself is a testament to human progress.
Remember, in times that were far more trying
than our own, our predecessors chose the hope
of unity over the ease of division and made a
promise to future generations that the dignity
and equality of human beings would be our
common cause.

It falls to us to fulfill that promise. And
though we will be met by dark forces that will
test our resolve, Americans have always had
cause to believe that we can choose a better his-
tory, that we need only to look outside the walls
around us. For through the citizens of every
conceivable ancestry who make this city their
own, we see living proof that opportunity can be

accessed by all, that what unites us as human
beings is far greater than what divides us, and
that people from every part of this world can
live together in peace.

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:01 a.m. at
United Nations Headquarters. In his remarks,
he referred to Joseph Deiss, President, 65th
Session of the U.N. General Assembly; Secre-
tary-General Ban Ki-moon of the United Na-
tions; Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of
Israel; President Mahmoud Abbas of the Pales-
tinian Authority; and former President Alvaro
Uribe Velez of Colombia. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Premier Wen Jiabao of China in New York
City
September 23, 2010

President Obama. I want to welcome Pre-
mier Wen to the United States and once again
say what an outstanding partner he’s been over
the last 21 months since I’ve been in office.

Along with President Hu, Premier Wen, I
think, has exhibited extraordinary openness and
cooperation with us as we try to strengthen the
relationship between our two countries, a rela-
tionship that is based on cooperation, on mutual
interest, on mutual respect.

We have worked together on a whole range
of issues. Obviously, one of the most important
issues has been to deal with the financial crisis
and the recession that traveled around the
world over the last several years. In the G–20,
our cooperation, I think, has been absolutely
critical.

I should probably actually let somebody
translate now. [Laughter]

[At this point, an interpreter translated Presi-
dent Obama’s initial remarks.]

Even as we’ve stabilized the world economy
so that it is growing again and trade is growing
again, we’ve also been working on a host of oth-

er issues that are of common interest. For ex-
ample, we’ve cooperated extensively on issues
of nuclear nonproliferation, and we have also
had very frank discussions and cooperated on is-
sues of climate change.

Obviously, we continue to have more work to
do. On the economic front, although the world
economy is now growing again, I think it’s going
to be very important for us to have frank discus-
sions and continue to do more work coopera-
tively in order to achieve the type of balance
and sustained economic growth that is so im-
portant and that we both signed up for in the
context of the G–20 framework.

And we also, I think, have to work coopera-
tively together in order to achieve regional
peace and stability, because the world looks to
the relationship between China and the United
States as a critical ingredient on a whole range
of security issues around the world.

Fortunately, the Strategic and Economic Di-
alogue that we’ve set up provides an excellent
forum for us to work through a range of bilater-
al as well as multilateral issues.
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I have great confidence in the interest of
both President Hu and Premier Wen to contin-
ue on the path of cooperation and mutually
beneficial policies. I look forward to seeing
them at the G–20 and APEC this fall. And I’m
looking forward, hopefully, to the possibility of
President Hu visiting us for an official state visit
some time in the near future.

So, Premier Wen, to you and your delega-
tion, welcome. And let me once again express
on behalf of the American people our desire to
continue to build a growing friendship and
strong relationship between the peoples of Chi-
na and the United States.

Premier Wen. It’s a great pleasure to meet
President Obama and all our American friends
here. I always believed that China-U.S. rela-
tionship has gone beyond the bilateral scope
and has important influence internationally.

Our common interests far outweigh our differ-
ences. In spite of the disagreements of one kind
or another between our two countries, I believe
these differences can be well resolved through
dialogue and cooperation. So the China-U.S. re-
lationship will always forge ahead. I have confi-
dence in this.

Just now, you, Mr. President, referred to a
host of areas where our two countries have co-

operated, and I have come to the United States
with such a cooperative spirit too. Our two
countries can have cooperation on a series of
major international issues and regional hotspot
issues. We have cooperation on tackling the fi-
nancial crisis and meeting the climate chal-
lenge. China and the United States can also em-
brace an even closer and bigger relationship in
the fields of public finance, financial industry,
and economic cooperation and trade.

I have come to this meeting with President
Obama with a candid and constructive attitude.
In the past couple of days here in my stay in
New York, I have been saying such a message
far and wide, that is, I’m sure I’m going to have
a wonderful discussion with the President.

And I think our meeting today will also
achieve the result that we will foster favorable
conditions for the visit to the United States by
President Hu Jintao at an appropriate time next
year.

[Inaudible]—I want to thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent, for taking time.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:27 a.m. at
United Nations Headquarters. Premier Wen
Spoke in Chinese, and his remarks were trans-
lated by an interpreter.

Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon of the
United Nations in New York City
September 23, 2010

Good afternoon, everybody. I have already
subjected you to one long speech today, so I will
not do it again. But I do want to, as the Presi-
dent of the host country, the United States,
thank all of you for your participation. And I
want to thank Secretary-General Ban for host-
ing us. To all my fellow delegates and all the
distinguished guests who are with us today,
thank you for your leadership.

Mr. Secretary-General, I especially want to
thank you for your dedication to pursuing
peace, expanding security, protecting human
rights, and advancing democracy and develop-
ment.

Standing here, I am reminded of something
President Franklin Roosevelt said shortly be-
fore the United Nations was founded. He said,
“Peace can endure only so long as humanity re-
ally insists upon it and is willing to work for it
and sacrifice for it.” Over the last 2 years, our
nations have come together in that spirit. We’ve
shown the possibilities of working together in
common purpose, from responding to terrible
earthquakes in Haiti and floods in Pakistan, to
carrying out peacekeeping missions, to focusing
the world’s attention on the upcoming referen-
da in Sudan.

But as we all know, our work is far from over.
And in the months and years ahead, the chal-
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