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are is that here, in this country, in the United
States of America, we don’t just reach for our
own dreams, we try to help others do the same.
This is a country that gives all its daughters and
all of its sons a fair chance, a chance to make the
most of their lives and fulfill their God-given
potential.

And I'm absolutely confident that if all of our
students here at Masterman and across this
country keep doing their part, if you guys work
hard and you're focused on your education and
you keep fighting for your dreams and then you
help each other reach each other’s dreams, then
you're not only going to succeed this year,
you're going to succeed for the rest of your

lives. And that means America will succeed in
the 21st century.

So my main message to all of you here today:
I couldn’t be prouder of you. Keep it up. All of
you, I know, are going to do great things in the
future. And maybe some time in the 21st centu-
ry, it’s going to be one of you that’s standing up
here speaking to a group of kids as President of
the United States.

Thank you. God bless you, and God bless the
United States of America. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Kelly Ca, student body
president, Julia R. Masterman Laboratory and
Demonstration School.

Statement on the Iranian Government’s Release of Sarah Shourd

September 14, 2010

I am very pleased that Sarah Shourd has
been released by the Iranian Government and
will soon be united with her family. All Ameri-
cans join with her courageous mother and fami-
ly in celebrating her long-awaited return home.
We are grateful to the Swiss, the Sultanate of
Oman, and other friends and allies around the
world who have worked tirelessly and admirably
over the past several months to bring about this
joyous reunion.

While Sarah has been released, Shane Bau-
er and Josh Fattal remain prisoners in Iran
who have committed no crime. We remain
hopeful that Iran will demonstrate renewed

compassion by ensuring the return of Shane,
Josh, and all the other missing or detained
Americans in Iran. We salute the courage and
strength of the Shourd, Bauer, and Fattal fam-
ilies, who have endured the unimaginable ab-
sence of their loved ones. We have gained
strength from their resolve and will continue
do everything we can to secure the release of
their loved ones.

NOTE: The statement referred to Nora Shourd,
mother of Sarah Shourd, an American citizen
detained by Iranian authorities since July 31,
20009.

Statement on Senate Action on Small-Business Legislation

September 14, 2010

Today’s vote brings us one step closer to end-
ing the months-long partisan blockade of a small-
business jobs bill that was written by both Dem-
ocrats and Republicans. This is a bill that would
cut taxes and help provide loans to millions of
small-business owners, who create most of the
new jobs in this country. It is fully paid for, it
won’t add to the deficit, and small businesses
across the country have been waiting for Wash-
ington to act on this bill for far too long. I am
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grateful to Senators Reid, Baucus, and Landrieu
for their leadership on this issue, as well as the
two Republican Senators who put partisanship
aside and joined Democrats in overcoming this
filibuster. T urge all Members of the Senate to
support final passage as soon as possible.

NOTE: The statement referred to Sens. George
V. Voinovich and George S. LeMieux. The state-
ment also referred to H.R. 5297.
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Memorandum on the Accountable Government Initiative

September 14, 2010
Memorandum for the Senior Executive Service
Subject: Accountable Government Initiative

When I first campaigned for President, I said
I wanted to change the way Washington works
so that it works for the American people. That is
why my Administration has undertaken the Ac-
countable Government Initiative—to cut waste
and make Government more open and respon-
sive to the American public.

This is not just about lines on a spreadsheet
or numbers in a budget. When Government
does not work like it should, it has a real effect
on people’s lives—on small business owners
who need loans, on young people who want to
go to college, on the men and women in our
Armed Forces who need the best resources
when in uniform and deserve the benefits they
have earned after they have left.

As the most senior managers in the Federal
Government, you know how essential the work
you and your colleagues do is to the Nation. You
also are aware what happens when your best ef-

Remarks on Small-Business Legislation
September 15, 2010

Good afternoon, everybody. I just met with
my Cabinet and members of my economic
team, and I wanted to speak about a few devel-
opments concerning our ongoing efforts to
strengthen the economy and the middle class.

After months of partisan blockade in the Sen-
ate, we are finally on the verge of passing a
small-business jobs bill that will cut taxes and
provide loans for millions of small-business
owners across America.

And while T am grateful for this progress, it
should not have taken this long to pass this bill.
At a time when small-business owners are still
struggling to make payroll and they’re still hold-
ing off hiring, we put together a plan that would
give them some tax relief and make it easier for
them to take out loans. It’s a bill that’s paid for;

forts are thwarted by outdated technologies and
outmoded ways of doing business. You under-
stand the consequences of accepting billions of
dollars in waste as the cost of doing business
and of allowing obsolete or under-performing
programs to continue year after year.

Working together, we can change that, and
the attached memo gives you an update on
those efforts.

I have tasked our Chief Performance Officer,
Jeff Zients, with leading the Accountable Gov-
ernment Initiative, and I have asked him to give
me regular updates about our progress in mak-
ing Government more efficient and effective. I
know the Office of Management and Budget
will be looking to you for feedback on how our
efforts are faring, and what more we can do to
cut waste and modernize Government.

Thank you for your work on this initiative and
for your service to our country.

BARACK OBAMA

and Tax Reform

it won’t add a dime to the deficit. It’s a bill that
was written by both Democrats and Republi-
cans.

But for months, the Republican leadership in
the Senate has said no. For months, theyve
used legislative maneuvers to prevent this bill
from even coming up for a vote. And all the
while, small-business owners kept waiting for
help. They kept putting off plans to hire more
workers and grow their businesses.

Now, thankfully, two Republican Senators—
Senators George Voinovich and George
LeMieux—have refused to support this block-
ade any longer. And because of their decision,
this small-business jobs bill will finally pass. And
I want to thank them for their efforts, because
they understand that we simply don’t have time
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