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No matter what you do, no matter where you
end up, you will always know in your heart what
it means to be the best there is at what you do.
You'll always know what it’s like to set a goal
and then reach it, what it feels like to hit your
limit and then go beyond it, to get to the top
and turn around and give others a hand.

In other words, you're always going to know
what it means to compete and what it means to
be a champion. That’s something that nobody
will ever be able to take away from you. And
that is something that you should be extraordi-
narily proud of.

So I'm thrilled to have a chance to meet all of
you. You guys don’t just make your communi-
ties proud, but you make America proud. God
bless you. God bless the United States of Amer-
ica.

Thank you very much, everybody. Thank

you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:46 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Matthew Szczur, wide re-
ceiver, Villanova University football team.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Fiscal

Year 2011 Budget Amendments
September 13, 2010

Dear Madam Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the enclosed
Fiscal Year (FY) 2011 Budget amendments for
the Department of the Interior. Overall, the
discretionary budget authority proposed in my
FY 2011 Budget would not be increased by
these requests.

These amendments are necessary to strength-
en oversight of offshore oil and gas operations,
address deficiencies in mineral revenue collec-

tion, and facilitate the reorganization of the Bu-
reau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation,
and Enforcement—formerly known as the Min-
erals Management Service.

The details of these requests are set forth in
the enclosed letter from the Acting Director of
the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

Remarks at Julia R. Masterman Laboratory and Demonstration School in

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
September 14, 2010

Thank you. Well, hello, Philadelphia, and
hello, Masterman. It is wonderful to see all of
you. What a terrific introduction by Kelly. Give
Kelly a big round of applause. I was saying
backstage that when I was in high school, I
could not have done that. [Laughter] I would
have muffed it up somehow. [Laughter] So we
are so proud of you and everything that you've
done. And to all the students here, I'm thrilled
to be here.

Now, we've got a couple introductions I want
to make. First of all, you've got the outstanding
Governor of Pennsylvania, Ed Rendell, in the
house. The mayor of Philadelphia, Michael
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Nutter, is here. Congressman Chaka Fattah is
here. Congresswoman Allyson Schwartz is here.
Your own principal, Marge Neff, is here. The
school superintendent, Arlene Ackerman, is
here and doing a great job. And the Secretary of
Education, Arne Duncan, is here.

And I am here. And I am thrilled to be here.
I am just so excited. I've heard such great things
about what all of you are doing, both the stu-
dents and the teachers and the staff here.

Today is about welcoming all of you and all of
America’s students back to school, even though
I know you've been in school for a little bit now.
And I can’t think of a better place to do it than
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