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rights. But we also recognize that throughout
our history, there has been a noble Republican
vision as well of what this country can be. It was
the vision of Abraham Lincoln, who set up the
first land-grant colleges and launched the trans-
continental railroad; the vision of Teddy Roos-
evelt, who used the power of Government to
break up monopolies; the vision of Dwight
Eisenhower, who helped build the Interstate
Highway System; and yes, the vision of Ronald
Reagan, who, despite his aversion to Govern-
ment, was willing to help save Social Security
for future generations, working with Demo-
crats. 

These were serious leaders for serious times.
They were great politicians, but they didn’t
spend all their time playing games or scoring
points. They didn’t always prey on people’s
fears and anxieties. They made mistakes, but
they did what they thought was in the best in-
terests of their country and its people.

And that’s what the American people expect
of us today—Democrats, Independents, and
Republicans. That’s the debate they deserve.
That’s the leadership we owe them. 

I know that folks are worried about the fu-
ture. I know there’s still a lot of hurt out here.
And when times are tough, I know it can be
tempting to give in to cynicism and fear and

doubt and division and just settle our sights a
little bit lower, settle for something a little bit
less. But that’s not who we are, Ohio. Those are
not the values that built this country.

We are here today because in the worst of
times, the people who came before us brought
out the best in America, because our parents and
our grandparents and our great-grandparents were
willing to work and sacrifice for us. They were
willing to take great risks and face great hard-
ship and reach for a future that would give us
the chance at a better life. They knew that this
country is greater than the sum of its parts, that
America’s not about the ambitions of any one
individual, but the aspirations of an entire peo-
ple, an entire nation. 

That’s who we are. That is our legacy. And
I’m convinced that if we’re willing to summon
those values today and if we’re willing to choose
hope over fear and choose the future over the
past and come together once more around the
great project of national renewal, then we will
restore our economy and rebuild our middle
class and reclaim the American Dream for the
next generation. 

Thank you. God bless you, and may God
bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:06 p.m.

Statement on the Terrorist Attack in Vladikavkaz, North Ossetia
September 9, 2010

The United States strongly condemns the
terrorist bombing that occurred today in Vladi-
kavkaz, North Ossetia. Our hearts go out to the
people of North Ossetia, who have already suf-
fered so much from horrific acts of terrorism.
We offer our deepest condolences and stand

with the people of Russia in this time of trage-
dy. This bombing further underscores the re-
solve of the United States and Russia to work
together in combating terrorism and protecting
our people.

Statement on the Observance of Eid al-Fitr
September 9, 2010

As Ramadan comes to an end, Michelle and I
extend our best wishes to Muslims in the Unit-
ed States and around the world on the occasion
of Eid al-Fitr. For Muslims all over the world,
Eid al-Fitr marks the end of a holy month of

fasting and prayer. It is a time of self-reflection
focusing on the values that Muslims and people
of all faiths share: charity, community, coopera-
tion, and compassion. This year’s Eid is also an
occasion to reflect on the importance of
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religious tolerance and to recognize the positive
role that religious communities of all faiths, in-
cluding Muslims, have played in American life.

On this Eid, those devastated by the recent
floods in Pakistan will be on the minds of many
around the world. To help in the tremendous
relief, recovery, and reconstruction effort for

the floods, all Americans can participate by do-
nating to the Pakistan Relief Fund at
www.state.gov.

On behalf of the American people, we con-
gratulate Muslims in the United States and
around the world on this blessed day. Eid
Mubarak.

The President’s News Conference
September 10, 2010

The President. Have a seat, everybody. Good
morning. Before I take your questions, I just
want to talk a little bit about our continuing ef-
forts to dig ourselves out of this recession and to
grow our economy.

As I said in Cleveland on Wednesday, I ran
for President because I believed the policies of
the previous decade had left our economy
weaker and our middle class struggling. They
were policies that cut taxes, especially for mil-
lionaires and billionaires, cut regulations for
corporations and for special interests, and left
everyone else pretty much fending for them-
selves. They were policies that ultimately culmi-
nated in a financial crisis and a terrible reces-
sion that we’re still digging out of today.

We came into office with a different view
about how our economy should work. Instead of
tax cuts for millionaires, we believe in cutting
taxes for middle class families and small-busi-
ness owners. We’ve done that. 

Instead of letting corporations play by their
own rules, we believe in making sure that busi-
nesses treat workers well and consumers friend-
ly and play by the same rules as everyone else.
So we’ve put in place commonsense rules that
accomplish that.

Instead of tax breaks that encourage corpora-
tions to create jobs overseas, we believe in tax
breaks for companies that create jobs right here
in the United States of America. And so we’ve
begun to do that. 

We believe in investments that will make
America more competitive in the global econo-
my, investments in education and clean energy,
in research and technology. And we’re making
those investments.

So these are the principles that have guided
us over the last 19 months. And these are the
principles that form the basis of the additional
economic proposals that I offered this week.
Because even though the economy is growing
again and we’ve added more than 750,000 pri-
vate sector jobs this year, the hole the recession
left was huge, and progress has been painfully
slow. Millions of Americans are still looking for
work. Millions of families are struggling to pay
their bills or the mortgage. And so these pro-
posals are meant to both accelerate job growth
in the short term and strengthen the economy
in the long run.

These proposals include a more generous,
permanent extension of the tax credit that goes
to companies for all the research and innovation
that they do here in America. And I’ve pro-
posed that all American businesses should be al-
lowed to write off all the investments they do in
2011. This will help small businesses upgrade
their plants and equipment and will encourage
large corporations to get off the sidelines and
start putting their profits to work in our econo-
my.

We also announced a 6-year plan to rebuild
America’s roads and railways and runways. Al-
ready our investments in infrastructure are put-
ting folks in the construction industry back to
work. And this plan would put thousands more
back to work, and it would help us remain com-
petitive with countries in Europe and Asia that
have already invested heavily in projects like
high-speed railroads.

But one thing we can do next week is end a
month-long standoff on a small-business jobs
bill that’s been held up in the Senate by a parti-
san minority. I realize there are plenty of issues
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