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Mayor Gayle Oberst of Panama City Beach, FL;
Mayor Scott Clemons of Panama City, FL; and
Special Master for TARP Executive Compensa-

tion Kenneth R. Feinberg, in his capacity as ad-
ministrator of the BP Deepwater Horizon oil
spill compensation fund. 

Remarks at ZBB Energy Corporation Manufacturing Facility in Menomonee
Falls, Wisconsin
August 16, 2010

Thank you very much. Everybody, please
have a seat. Thank you very much. It is wonder-
ful to be at ZBB Energy. And thanks for your
hospitality, and thanks for helping to build a fu-
ture.

I’ve got a couple of people I want to acknowl-
edge. First of all, your wonderful Governor and
first lady, Jim and Jessica Doyle, are here.
Please give them a big round of applause. We
got somebody who is fighting on behalf of Wis-
consin families each and every day, Russ Fein-
gold, your wonderful U.S. Senator, a great
friend and somebody who has been really doing
great work over her first couple of years in Con-
gress, Congresswoman Gwen Moore. Please
give her a big round of applause. And thank
you, Eric, for the wonderful tour that you pro-
vided to us. Please give Eric Apfelbach a big
round of applause, CEO of ZBB. 

Now, it is great to be here. I just had a
chance to see some of the batteries that you’re
manufacturing and talk to a few of the men and
women who are building them. And the reason
I’m here today is because at this plant, you’re
doing more than just making high-tech batter-
ies; you’re pointing the country towards a
brighter economic future.

Now, that’s not easy. We’ve been through a
terrible recession, the worst that we’ve seen
since the Great Depression. And this recession
was the culmination of a decade that fell like a
sledge hammer on middle class families. For
the better part of 10 years, people were seeing
stagnant incomes and sluggish growth and sky-
rocketing health care costs and skyrocketing tu-
ition bills, and people were feeling less secure
economically.

And few parts of the economy were hit hard-
er than manufacturing. Over the last 10 years,
the number of people working in manufactur-

ing shrank by a third. And that left millions of
skilled, hard-working Americans sitting idle,
just like their plants were sitting idle. That was
before the recession hit. Obviously, once the re-
cession took hold, millions more were strug-
gling in ways that they never imagined. And
there’s nobody here who hasn’t been touched in
some way by this recession. And certainly a
State like Wisconsin or my home State of Illi-
nois can tell a lot of stories about how badly hit
manufacturing was, particularly in the Midwest.

Now, there’s some who suggest this decline is
inevitable. But I don’t see it that way, and I
know neither do you. Yes, times are tough, but
we’ve been through tough times before, and
we’ve made it through because we are resilient.
Americans are resilient. We don’t give in to pes-
simism. We don’t give in to cynicism. We fight
for our future. We work to shape our own desti-
ny as a country.

And that’s what we’ve been trying to do since
I took office. We’ve been fighting on all
fronts—inch by inch, foot by foot, mile by
mile—to get this country moving forward again
and going after every single job we can create
right here in the United States of America.

So we’re investing in 21st-century infrastruc-
ture, roads and bridges, faster Internet access,
high-speed railroads, projects that will lead to
hundreds of thousands of private sector jobs but
will also lay the groundwork so that our kids and
our grandkids can keep prospering.

We’ve cut taxes for small businesses that hire
unemployed workers. In fact, I’ve signed seven
other small-business tax cuts so that entrepre-
neurs can help expand and buy new equipment
and add more employees. We’ve taken emer-
gency steps to prevent layoffs of hundreds of
thousands of teachers and firefighters and po-
lice officers and other critical public servants in
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our communities. And I think that Governor
Doyle will testify that we have made progress in
part because everybody has pulled together.
There was a great danger of even greater layoffs
all across this State for vital services that would
affect our kids and our families. These folks
would have otherwise lost their jobs because of
State and local budget cuts.

And at the same time, what we’ve been trying
to do—and that’s why I’m here at ZBB—is to
jump-start a homegrown clean energy industry,
building on the good work of your Governor
and others in this State. That’s why I’m here to-
day. Because of the steps we’ve taken to
strengthen the economy, ZBB received a loan
that’s helping to fund an expansion of your op-
erations. Already it’s allowed ZBB to retain
nearly a dozen workers. And over time, the
company expects to hire about 80 new workers.
And this is leading to new business for your sup-
pliers, including MGS Plastics and other manu-
facturers here in Wisconsin.

And ZBB is also planning to take advantage
of a special tax credit to build another factory in
southeastern Wisconsin, so we can create even
more jobs and more opportunity. And Eric’s
confident that you can expand because you’re
seeing rising demand for advanced batteries.
And all this is part of steps we’ve taken in clean
energy, steps that have led to jobs manufactur-
ing wind turbines and solar panels, building hy-
brid and electric vehicles, modernizing our
electric grid so that we have more sources of re-
newable energy, but we can also use it more ef-
fectively.

We expect our commitment to clean energy
to lead to more than 800,000 jobs by 2012. And
that’s not just creating work in the short term;
that’s going to help lay the foundation for last-
ing economic growth. I just want everybody to
understand, just a few years ago, American
businesses could only make 2 percent of the
world’s advanced batteries for hybrid and elec-
tric vehicles—2 percent. In just a few years,
we’ll have up to 40 percent of the world’s capac-
ity.

Here at ZBB, you’re building batteries to
store electricity from solar cells and wind tur-
bines. And you’ve been able to export batteries

around the globe, and that’s helping lead this
new industry. For years, we’ve heard about
manufacturing jobs disappearing overseas.
Well, companies like this are showing us how
manufacturing’s—can come back right here in
the United States of America, right back here to
Wisconsin. 

Now, obviously, we’ve got a lot more work to
do. The damage that was done by this recession
was enormous. Eight million people lost their
job; 750,000 lost jobs the month I was sworn in-
to office; 3 million had lost their jobs by the
time we took office, and several more million in
those first few months of 2009. So too many of
our family members and our friends and our
neighbors are still having a tough time finding
work. And some of them have been out of work
a long time.

And I’ve said before and I’ll say it again: My
administration will not rest till every American
who is willing to work can find a job, and a job
that pays decent wages and decent benefits to
support a family.

But what’s clear is that we’re headed in the
right direction. A year and a half ago, this econ-
omy was shrinking rapidly. The economy is now
growing. A year and a half ago, we were losing
jobs every month in the private sector. We’ve
now added private sector jobs for 7 months in a
row. And that means the worst mistake we
could make is to go back to doing what we were
doing that got us into the mess that we were in.
We can’t turn back. We’ve got to keep going
forward. We’ve got to keep going forward.

Now, I’ll be honest with you, there’s going to
be a big debate about where we go. There are
folks in Washington right now who think we
should abandon our efforts to support clean en-
ergy. They’ve made the political calculation that
it’s better to stand on the sidelines than work as
a team to help American businesses and Ameri-
can workers.

So they said no to the small-business tax cuts
I talked about. They said no to rebuilding infra-
structure. And they said no to clean energy
projects. They even voted against getting rid of
tax breaks for shipping jobs overseas so we
could give those tax breaks to companies that
are investing right here in Wisconsin.
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And my answer to people who’ve been play-
ing politics the past year and a half is, they
should come to this plant. They should go to
any of the dozen new battery factories or the
new electric vehicle manufacturers or the new
wind turbine makers or to the solar plants that
are popping up all over this country, and they
should have to explain why they think these
clean energy jobs are better off being made in
Germany or China or Spain, instead of right
here in the United States.

See, when folks lift up the hoods on the cars
of the future, I want them to see engines
stamped “Made in America.” When new batter-
ies to store solar power come off the line, I want
to see printed on the side “Made in Ameri-
ca.” When new technologies are developed and
new industries are formed, I want them made
right here in America. That’s what we’re fight-
ing for. That’s what this is about.

So, ZBB, you’re part of that process. You
guys are at the cutting edge. You’re how we’re
going to strengthen this economy.

These have been a couple of very hard years
for America, and we’re not completely out of
the woods yet. There are going to be some more
tough days ahead. It would be a mistake to pre-
tend otherwise. But we are headed in the right

direction. You’re pointing us in the right direc-
tion. And I am confident about our future be-
cause of what I have seen at this plant and what
I see when I talk to workers like all of you, what
I’ve seen all across this country. When the chips
are down, it’s always a mistake to bet against the
American worker; it’s a mistake to bet against
American businesses; it’s a mistake to bet
against the American people.

This is the home to the most skilled, hard-
working people on Earth. There’s nothing we
cannot achieve when we set our minds to it. All
we’ve got to do is harness the potential that’s al-
ways been central to our success. That’s not just
how we’re going to come through the storms
we’ve been in recently; that’s how we’re going
to emerge even stronger than before.

So I want to say thank you to Eric. I want to
thank ZBB for hosting us. More importantly, I
want to thank all of you for setting a model for
how we’re going to create the kind of lasting
economy that’s going to be good not just for this
generation, but for the next generation.

Thank you very much, everybody. God bless
you. God bless America. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:08 a.m.

Remarks at a Rally for Gubernatorial Candidate Thomas M. Barrett in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
August 16, 2010

Thank you. Hello, Milwaukee! Thank you
very much. Everybody, please have a seat. Have
a seat. It is good to be back in Milwaukee, good
to be back in the Midwest. Good to be out of
Washington once in a while. [Laughter] Good
to be in the great State of Wisconsin. 

And looking out at this crowd, I know that so
many of you did so much on behalf of my cam-
paign. You were with us when we were up; you
were with us when we were down. So if it
weren’t for so many of you, I would not be
standing here as President today. And I am
grateful to all of you. So thank you very much. 

We’ve got a few special guests that I want to
acknowledge: Your outstanding Governor and

wonderful first lady, Jim and Jessica Doyle, are
in the house; one of the finest Senators we have
and a pretty good owner—although he talks a
lot of smack about the Bucks versus the Bulls—
[laughter]—we’re going to see this year—Sena-
tor Herb Kohl; and a wonderful Member of
Congress, Congresswoman Gwen Moore is
here. 

Now, as your President, it is my honor to
stand here—where I understand Al McGuire
won the championship with Marquette a while
back—[applause]—see, just the smattering of
applause shows that I’m getting older—[laugh-
ter]—because I vividly remember that champi-
onship and about half of you don’t. [Laughter]
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