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company found an unintentional error in your
paperwork. And because Americans with dis-
abilities are living longer and more indepen-
dently, this law will establish better long-term
care choices for Americans with disabilities as a
consequence of the CLASS Act, an idea Ted
Kennedy championed for years. 

Equal access, equal opportunity, the freedom
to make our lives what we will—these aren’t
principles that belong to any one group or any
one political party. They are common princi-
ples. They are American principles. No matter
who we are—young, old, rich, poor, Black,
White, Latino, Asian, Native American, gay,
straight, disabled, or not—these are the princi-
ples we cherish as citizens of the United States
of America. 

They were guaranteed to us in our founding
documents. And one of the signers of those doc-
uments was a man named Stephen Hopkins. He
was a patriot, a scholar, a nine-time Governor of
Rhode Island. It’s also said he had a form of pal-
sy. And on July 4, 1776, as he grasped his pen to
sign his name to the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, he said, “My hand trembles, but my

heart does not.” My hand trembles, but my
heart does not. 

Life, liberty, the pursuit of happiness: words
that began our never-ending journey to form a
more perfect Union, to look out for one anoth-
er, to advance opportunity and prosperity for all
of our people, to constantly expand the meaning
of life, liberty, the pursuit of happiness, to move
America forward. That’s what we did with the
ADA, that is what we do today, and that’s what
we’re going to do tomorrow, together.

So thank you. God bless you, and God bless
the United States of America. Let me sign this
order.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:26 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to actor Robert D. Hall, who
introduced the President; Rep. Patrick J. Ken-
nedy and Edward M. Kennedy, Jr., sons of for-
mer Sen. Edward M. Kennedy; former Sen.
Elizabeth H. Dole and her husband, former
Sen. Robert J. Dole; and former Rep. Anthony
L. Coelho. He also referred to his brother-in-
law Craig M. Robinson. The related proclama-
tion and Executive order are listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Congressional Leaders
July 27, 2010

Good afternoon, everybody. I just concluded
a productive discussion with the leaders of both
parties in Congress. This was one of a series of
regular meetings that I called for in the State of
the Union because I think it’s important for us
to come together and speak frankly about the
challenges we face and to work through areas
where we don’t agree; hopefully, find some ar-
eas where we do.

Our conversation today focused on an issue
that’s being discussed every day at kitchen ta-
bles across this country, and that’s how do we
create jobs that people need to support their
families. 

I believe that starts with doing everything we
can to support small businesses. These are the
stores, the restaurants, the startups, and other
companies that create two out of every three

new jobs in this country and that grow into the
big businesses that transform industries here in
America and around the world.

But we know that many of these businesses
still can’t get the loans and the capital they need
to keep their doors open and hire new workers.
That’s why we’ve proposed steps to get them
that help: eliminating capital gains taxes on in-
vestments, making it easier for small lenders to
support small businesses, expanding successful
SBA programs to help these businesses access
the capital that they need. 

This is how we create jobs, by investing in the
innovators and entrepreneurs that have always
driven our prosperity. These are the kind of
commonsense steps that folks from both parties
have supported in the past, steps to cut taxes
and spur private sector growth and investment.



Administration of Barack Obama, 2010 / July 27

1101

And I hope that in the coming days, we’ll once
again find common ground and get this legisla-
tion passed. We shouldn’t let America’s small
businesses be held hostage to partisan politics
and certainly not at this critical time.

We also talked about the need to move for-
ward on energy reform. The Senate is now
poised to act before the August recess, advanc-
ing legislation to respond to the BP oil spill and
create new clean energy jobs. 

That legislation is an important step in the
right direction, but I want to emphasize it’s only
the first step. And I intend to keep pushing for
broader reform, including climate legislation,
because if we’ve learned anything from the
tragedy in the Gulf, it’s that our current energy
policy is unsustainable. 

And we can’t afford to stand by as our depen-
dence on foreign oil deepens, as we keep on
pumping out the deadly pollutants that threaten
our air and our water and the lives and liveli-
hoods of our people. And we can’t stand by as
we let China race ahead to create the clean en-
ergy jobs and industries of the future. We
should be developing those renewable energy
resources and creating those high-wage, high-
skill jobs right here in the United States of
America. That’s what comprehensive energy
and climate reform would do. And that’s why I
intend to keep pushing this issue forward.

I also urged the House leaders to pass the
necessary funding to support our efforts in Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan. I know much has been
written about this in recent days as a result of
the substantial leak of documents from Afghani-
stan covering a period from 2004 to 2009. 

While I’m concerned about the disclosure of
sensitive information from the battlefield that
could potentially jeopardize individuals or oper-
ations, the fact is, these documents don’t reveal
any issues that haven’t already informed our
public debate on Afghanistan. Indeed, they
point to the same challenges that led me to con-
duct an extensive review of our policy last fall.

So let me underscore what I’ve said many
times: For 7 years, we failed to implement a
strategy adequate to the challenge in this re-
gion, the region from which the 9/11 attacks
were waged and other attacks against the Unit-

ed States and our friends and allies have been
planned. 

That’s why we’ve substantially increased our
commitment there, insisted upon greater ac-
countability from our partners in Afghanistan
and Pakistan, developed a new strategy that can
work, and put in place a team, including one of
our finest generals, to execute that plan. Now
we have to see that strategy through. 

And as I told the leaders, I hope the House
will act today to join the Senate, which voted
unanimously in favor of this funding, to ensure
that our troops have the resources they need
and that we’re able to do what’s necessary for
our national security.

Finally, during our meeting today, I urged
Senator McConnell and others in the Senate to
work with us to fill the vacancies that continue
to plague our judiciary. Right now we’ve got
nominees who’ve been waiting up to 8 months
to be confirmed as judges. Most of these folks
were voted out of committee unanimously or
nearly unanimously by both Democrats and Re-
publicans. Both Democrats and Republicans
agreed that they were qualified to serve. Never-
theless, some in the minority have used parlia-
mentary procedures time and again to deny
them a vote in the full Senate. 

Now, if we want our judicial system to work,
if we want to deliver justice in our courts, then
we need judges on our benches. And I hope
that in the coming months, we’ll be able to work
together to ensure a timelier process in the Sen-
ate. 

Now, we don’t have many days left before
Congress is out for the year. And everyone un-
derstands that we’re less than 100 days from an
election. It’s during this time that the noise and
the chatter about who’s up in the polls and
which party is ahead threatens to drown out just
about everything else. 

But the folks we serve—who sent us here to
serve—they sent us here for a reason. They sent
us here to listen to their voices. They sent us
here to represent their interests, not our own.
They sent us here to lead. And I hope that in
the coming months, we’ll do everything in our
power to live up to that responsibility. 

Thanks very much.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 12:30 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gen. David H. Petraeus,
USA, commander, NATO International Securi-

ty Assistance Force, Afghanistan. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks in Edison, New Jersey
July 28, 2010

Well, I just had a terrific meeting with these
small-business owners here at Tastee Sub Shop.
And I want to thank Dave and Carl for hosting
us here today. And I highly recommend every-
body buy a sandwich while you’re here. Al-
though, as I said before, I can’t eat a 12-inch
these days, now that I’m 49—well, I will be in a
week.

We talked about some of the difficulties that
people have had making payroll and turning a
profit during this recession. And we talked
about what we can do to make it easier for small
businesses to grow. 

All of these folks here know why that’s im-
portant. Small businesses create two out of ev-
ery three jobs in this country, so our recovery
depends on them. And if we want to keep
America moving forward, we need to keep in-
vesting in our small businesses. 

This is, by the way, more than—is more im-
portant than just our economy. It’s also about
who we are as a people, because America has al-
ways been a place where if you’ve had a good
idea and you’re willing to really work hard for it,
you can see it through and you can succeed.
That’s what gives the worker the courage to
leave her job to become her own boss. It’s what
propels people to risk their savings on an idea
that they believe might just change the world. I
was hearing from Tom, here, about how he was
having trouble finding work 30, 40 years ago
and decided that he would take over a business
that only had two employees. And now he’s an
employer for a whole bunch of folks, and he’s
going to be passing on his business to his family.
And that’s the American story.

This town, Edison, is named after somebody
who was not only one of history’s greatest inven-
tors, but also a pretty savvy small-business own-
er. And the small-businesspeople who are here
with me today exemplify that same entrepre-

neurial spirit. And all these companies have
seen their share of challenges. All of these
small-business owners have had to improvise
and adapt over the years, especially in tough
times, and that includes over the last couple
years.

So Tom and Catherine Horsburgh were tell-
ing me that they got through the downturn. In
order to do so, they had to market their prod-
ucts to types of businesses that they hadn’t sold
to before. Brian Bovio’s company had to let
some people go when the recession hit. But in
the 2 years since, he’s transformed his business,
and now he’s making people’s homes more en-
ergy efficient to save money on their utility bills,
and he’s been able to start hiring again. He is
very interested in making sure that the Home
Star proposal that we’ve put into Congress actu-
ally passes, because not only will that help to ex-
pand his business, but it’s also going to help
Americans save energy, not only in this part of
the country but all across the country.

Now, all of this hasn’t been easy. The reces-
sion hasn’t—has meant that folks are spending
less. It means that small businesses have had a
tougher time getting credit and getting loans.
And that’s why when I took office, we put in
place an economic plan specifically to help
small businesses. And we were guided by a sim-
ple idea: Government can’t guarantee success,
but it can knock down barriers that keep entre-
preneurs from opening or expanding. For ex-
ample, the lack of affordable credit, that’s
something the Government can do something
about. Government can’t replace the millions of
jobs that we lost in the recession, but it can cre-
ate the conditions for small businesses to hire
more people through steps like tax breaks. 

That’s why we’ve cut taxes for America’s
small businesses eight times—eight times have
we cut taxes for small businesses all across the
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