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Remarks on Election Spending Disclosure Legislation
July 26, 2010

Good afternoon, everybody. Tomorrow there’s
going to be a very important vote in the Senate
about how much influence special interests
should have over our democracy. Because of the
Supreme Court’s decision earlier this year in
the Citizens United case, big corporations, even
foreign-controlled ones, are now allowed to
spend unlimited amounts of money on Ameri-
can elections. They can buy millions of dollars’
worth of TV ads, and worst of all, they don’t
even have to reveal who’s actually paying for the
ads. Instead, a group can hide behind a name
like “Citizens for a Better Future,” even if a
more accurate name would be “Companies for
Weaker Oversight.” And these shadow groups
are already forming and building war chests of
tens of millions of dollars to influence the fall
elections. 

Now, imagine the power this will give special
interests over politicians. Corporate lobbyists
will be able to tell Members of Congress if they
don’t vote the right way, they will face an on-
slaught of negative ads in their next campaign.
And all too often, no one will actually know
who’s behind those ads. 

So the House has already passed a bipartisan
bill that would change all this before the next
election. The “DISCLOSE Act” would simply
require corporate political advertisers to reveal
who’s funding their activities. So when special
interests take to the airwaves, whoever is run-
ning and funding the ad would have to appear
in the advertisement and claim responsibility
for it, like a company’s CEO or the organiza-
tion’s biggest contributor. And foreign-con-
trolled corporations and entities would be re-
stricted from spending money to influence
American elections, just as they were in the
past. 

Now, you’d think that making these reforms
would be a matter of common sense, particular-
ly since they primarily involve just making sure
that folks who are financing these ads are dis-
closed so that the American people can make
up their own minds. Nobody is saying you can’t
run the ads; just make sure that people know

who in fact is behind financing these ads. And
you’d think that reducing corporate and even
foreign influence over our elections would not
be a partisan issue, but of course, this is Wash-
ington in 2010. And the Republican leadership
in the Senate is once again using every tactic
and every maneuver they can to prevent the
“DISCLOSE Act” from even coming up for an
up-or-down vote, just like they did with unem-
ployment insurance for Americans who’d lost
their jobs in this recession, just like they’re do-
ing by blocking tax credits and lending assis-
tance for small-business owners. On issue after
issue, we are trying to move America forward,
and they keep on trying to take us back. 

Now, at a time of such challenge for America,
we can’t afford these political games. Millions of
Americans are struggling to get by, and their
voices shouldn’t be drowned out by millions of
dollars in secret, special interest advertising.
The American people’s voices should be heard. 

A vote to oppose these reforms is nothing less
than a vote to allow corporate and special inter-
est takeovers of our elections. It is damaging to
our democracy. It is precisely what led a Re-
publican President named Theodore Roosevelt
to tackle this issue a century ago. 

Back then, President Roosevelt warned of
the dangers of limitless corporate spending in
our political system. He actually called it “one
of the principal sources of corruption in our po-
litical affairs.” And he proposed strict limits on
corporate influence in elections, not because he
was opposed to them expressing their views in
the halls of democracy, but he didn’t want ev-
erybody else being drowned out. 

He said, “Every special interest is entitled to
justice, but no one is entitled—not one is enti-
tled to a vote in Congress or a voice on the
bench or to representation in any public office,”
because he understood those weren’t individual
voters; these are amalgams of special interests.
They have the right to hire their lobbyists. They
have the right to put forward their view. They
even have the right to advertise. But the least
we should be able to do is know who they are. 
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So on Tuesday, we face the sort of challenge
that Teddy Roosevelt talked about over a centu-
ry ago. We’ve got a similar opportunity to pre-
vent special interests from gaining even more
clout in Washington. This should not be a Dem-
ocratic issue or a Republican issue. This is an is-
sue that goes to whether or not we’re going to
have a Government that works for ordinary
Americans, a Government of, by, and for the
people.

That’s why these reforms are so important,
and that’s why I urge the Senate to pass the
“DISCLOSE Act.” 

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:49 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to H.R. 5175. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

Remarks on the 20th Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act
July 26, 2010

The President. Thank you. Good evening, ev-
erybody. Thank you so much. Well, we have a
gorgeous day to celebrate an extraordinary
event in the life of this Nation. Welcome, all of
you, to our White House. And thank you, Rob-
ert, for the wonderful introduction. It is a plea-
sure and honor to be with all of you on the 20th
anniversary of one of the most comprehensive
civil rights bills in the history of this country, the
Americans with Disabilities Act. 

I see so many champions of this law here to-
day. I wish I had time to acknowledge each and
every one of you. I want to thank all of you. But
I also want to thank our Cabinet Secretaries and
the members of my administration here today
who are working to advance the goals of the
ADA so that it is not just the letter of the law,
but the spirit of the law that’s being applied all
across this country.

I want to thank the Members of Congress in
attendance who fought to make ADA possible
and to keep improving it throughout the years. I
want to acknowledge Dick Thornburgh, who
worked hard to make this happen as Attorney
General under President George H.W. Bush.

And by the way, I had a chance to speak to
President Bush before I came out here, and he
sends heartfelt regards to all of you. And it’s—
he’s extraordinarily proud of the law that was
passed. He was very humble about his own role,
but I think it’s worth acknowledging the great
work that he did. 

We also remember those we’ve lost who
helped make this law possible, like our old
friend Ted Kennedy—and I see Patrick here—

and Justin Dart, Jr., a man folks call the father
of the ADA, whose wife Yoshiko is here. Yoshi-
ko, so nice to see you.

I also notice that Elizabeth Dole is here, and
I had a chance to speak to Bob Dole as well and
thank him for the extraordinary role that he
played in advancing this legislation. 

Let me also say that Congressman Jim Lan-
gevin wanted to be here today, but he’s current-
ly presiding over the House Chamber, the first
time in our history somebody using a wheel-
chair has done so. 

Now, today, as we commemorate what the
ADA accomplished, we celebrate who the ADA
was all about. It was about the young girl in
Washington State who just wanted to see a
movie at her hometown theater, but was turned
away because she had cerebral palsy; or the
young man in Indiana who showed up at a
worksite able to do the work, excited for the op-
portunity, but was turned away and called a
cripple because of a minor disability he had al-
ready trained himself to work with; or the stu-
dent in California who was eager and able to at-
tend the college of his dreams and refused to let
the iron grip of polio keep him from the class-
room—each of whom became integral to this
cause. 

And it was about all of you. You understand
these stories because you or someone you loved
lived them. And that sparked a movement. It
began when Americans no longer saw their own
disabilities as a barrier to their success and set
out to tear down the physical and social barriers
that were. It grew when you realized you
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