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Statement on Congressional Passage of Tribal Law and Order Legislation

July 21, 2010

Today’s passage of the “Tribal Law and Or-
der Act” is an important step to help the Feder-
al Government better address the unique pub-
lic safety challenges that confront tribal com-
munities. The fact is, American Indians and
Alaska Natives are victimized by violent crime
at far higher rates than Americans as a whole.
Native communities have seen increased gang
and drug activity, with some tribes experiencing
violent crime rates at more than 10 times the
national average. And one in three Native wom-
en will be the victim of rape in her lifetime.

The Federal Government’s relationship with
tribal governments, its obligations under treaty
and law, and our values as a nation require that
we do more to improve public safety in tribal

communities. And this act will help us achieve
that. It will strengthen the relationship between
the Federal Government and tribal govern-
ments. It will improve our ability to work with
tribal communities in the investigation and
prosecution of crime, and it authorizes resourc-
es for tribes to fight crime more effectively.
While many Members helped pass this bill, I es-
pecially want to applaud Senators Dorgan, Bar-
rasso, and Kyl and Representatives Herseth
Sandlin, Kildee, Cole, Conyers, Scott, Rahall,
Simpson, and Pastor for their leadership on this
issue. I look forward to signing the act into law.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 725.

Statement on Senate Passage of Unemployment Insurance Extension

Legislation
July 21, 2010

Tonight the United States Senate finally
overcame weeks of parliamentary roadblocks by
a partisan minority and voted to restore desper-
ately needed unemployment insurance assis-
tance to 2% million Americans who lost their
jobs in the recession. Americans who are work-
ing day and night to get back on their feet and
support their families in these tough economic
times deserve more than obstruction and parti-
san game-playing that happens too often here in
Washington. I thank the Members of the Sen-

ate who stood on the side of these working fam-
ilies today and urge Members of the House to
pass this extension so I can quickly sign it into
law. T also call on Congress to act on more pro-
posals that support our economic recovery, in-
cluding passing critical aid to our States and
support to small businesses to create new pri-
vate sector jobs.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 4213.

Remarks on Signing the Improper Payments Elimination and Recovery Act of

2010
July 22, 2010

Morning, everybody. Thank you. Thank you.
Everybody, please have a seat. Welcome to the
White House. I am pleased that you could all
join us today as I sign this bill, the Improper
Payments Elimination and Recovery Act,
which, translated into English, means cutting
down on waste, fraud, and abuse and ensuring
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that our Government serves as a responsible
steward for the tax dollars of the American peo-
ple.

Now, this is a responsibility we’ve been work-
ing to fulfill from the very beginning of this ad-
ministration. Back when 1 first started cam-
paigning for office, I said I wanted to change
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