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holding a clinic as part of Michelle’s “Let’s
Move!” initiative to help our young people live
healthy and active lives.

So I want to thank all of you guys for your ex-
traordinary service as well as your champion-
ship spirit. And I want to thank you for setting a
wonderful example, because I live with three
tall, good-looking women—[laughter]—who
are quite competitive and push me around un-
der the boards all the time. [Laughter] But I
want Malia and Sasha to know that there is ab-
solutely no contradiction between women who
are beautiful and healthy and contributing, and

good athletes and competitive. And when they
see you guys every day, that helps them in a way
that—I think if you heard from Michelle, some-
times she feels like when she was coming up she
didn’t always have that. And I think that is just
so important to everybody.

So, as a basketball fan, I congratulate you on
your second championship. As a father, I thank
you for being great role models. And good luck
with the rest of the season. All right.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:43 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. 

Statement on United Nations Accreditation of the International Lesbian and
Gay Human Rights Commission
July 19, 2010

I welcome this important step forward for
human rights as the International Lesbian and
Gay Human Rights Commission (ILGHRC)
will take its rightful seat at the table of the Unit-
ed Nations. The U.N. was founded on the
premise that only through mutual respect, di-
versity, and dialogue can the international com-

munity effectively pursue justice and equality.
Today, with the more full inclusion of the Inter-
national Lesbian and Gay Human Rights Com-
mission, the United Nations is closer to the ide-
als on which it was founded and to values of in-
clusion and equality to which the United States
is deeply committed.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Former Liberian Regime of Charles Taylor
July 19, 2010

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal
Register and transmits to the Congress a notice
stating that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accordance
with this provision, I have sent the enclosed no-
tice to the Federal Register for publication stat-
ing that the national emergency and related
measures dealing with the former Liberian re-
gime of Charles Taylor are to continue in effect
beyond July 22, 2010.

The actions and policies of former Liberian
President Charles Taylor and other persons, in
particular their unlawful depletion of Liberian

resources and their removal from Liberia and
secreting of Liberian funds and property, con-
tinue to undermine Liberia’s transition to de-
mocracy and the orderly development of its po-
litical, administrative, and economic institutions
and resources. These actions and policies con-
tinue to pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the foreign policy of the United States.
For this reason, I have determined that it is
necessary to continue the national emergency
with respect to the former Liberian regime of
Charles Taylor.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
July 19, 2010.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.
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Remarks at PBS’s “A Broadway Celebration: In Performance at the White
House”
July 19, 2010

Well, welcome to the White House. I am just
thrilled, and I know Michelle is thrilled, to host
the sixth in a series of evenings celebrating the
music that helped to shape America.

Now, so far we have heard from some of the
biggest names in jazz, in country, in Latin, clas-
sical, and the music of the civil rights move-
ment. And tonight we are honored to be joined
by some of the biggest and brightest stars on
Broadway.

And I notice—I should just point out that I
see a lot of members of the New York delega-
tion here. [Laughter] They take great pride in
Broadway. I want to start by thanking George
C. Wolfe and Margo Lion for making this event
possible. So please give them a big round of ap-
plause. And I want to thank all of tonight’s per-
formers for sharing their gifts with us. They are
just so generous with their time, and this will be
a wonderful evening.

I also want to recognize my outstanding Sec-
retary of Labor, Hilda Solis, who is in the house.
Here she is right here. As well as the other
members of the administration—thank you
guys for the hard work you do each and every
day. Thank you to the National Endowment for
the Arts and the President’s council on the arts
and the humanities for their continued support.
And I finally want to recognize Jerry Mitchell
and everybody who participated in the dance
workshop earlier this afternoon and helped in-
spire the next generation of performers—as
well as my wife—to do a few dances. [Laughter]
She was showing off backstage.

Now, as we’re about to see this evening,
there’s nothing quite like the power and the
passion of Broadway music. At its heart, it’s the
power of a story: of love and of heartbreak, of
joy and sorrow, singing witches, dancing ogres.
Musicals carry us to a different time and place,
but in the end, they also teach us a little bit of
something about ourselves. It’s one of the few
genres of music that can inspire the same pas-

sion in an 8-year-old that it can an 80-year-old,
and make them both want to get up and dance.
It transcends musical tastes, from opera and
classical to rock and hip-hop. And whether we
want to admit it or not, we all have the lyrics to a
few Broadway songs stuck in our heads.
[Laughter]

In many ways, the story of Broadway is also
intertwined with the story if America. Some of
the greatest singers and songwriters Broadway
has ever known came to this country on a boat
with nothing more than an idea in their head
and a song in their heart. And they succeeded
the same way that so many immigrants have
succeeded, through talent and hard work and
sheer determination.

Over the years, musicals have also been at
the forefront of our social consciousness, chal-
lenging stereotypes, shaping our opinions about
race and religion, death and disease, power and
politics.

But perhaps the most American part of this
truly American art form is its optimism. Broad-
way music calls us to see the best in ourselves
and in the world around us, to believe that no
matter how hopeless things may seem, the nice
guy can still get the girl, the hero can still tri-
umph over evil, and a brighter day can be wait-
ing just around the bend.

As the great Mel Brooks once said, musicals
“blow the dust off your soul.” So to everyone
watching, both here and at home, here’s a taste
of Broadway to help us do just that.

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:15 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to George C. Wolfe, private mem-
ber, and Margo Lion, cochair, President’s Com-
mittee on the Arts and the Humanities; Broad-
way theater director and choreographer Jerry
Mitchell; and entertainer Mel Brooks.
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