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co. It is only by coordinating our efforts that we
can really defeat this epidemic that has become
overwhelming to all of our countries. And what-
ever we can do from the supply side, as you
said, or the demand side, will be of great signifi-
cance for the safety and security of our people.

Other issues, like you said, related to clean
energy, we’re working on that in the Dominican
Republic with wind energy and with the poten-
tial production of ethanol in our country. We’ll
move on also with trade. We have a free trade
agreement between both of our countries, of
which we have not benefited fully because of
the global financial crisis and how it has affected
trade. But we can look into the future hopefully
that we will increase our trade activities and

more investment coming from the U.S. into the
Dominican Republic.

So once again, Mr. President, I thank you for
your friendship, I thank you for your vision, for
your leadership, and for your commitment to
the region and the Dominican Republic.

President Obama. Thank you very much.
Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to David “Big Papi” Americo Ortiz,
designated hitter, Boston Red Sox. The Office
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish
language transcript of these remarks. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives Transmitting Fiscal
Year 2011 Budget Amendments
July 12, 2010

Dear Madam Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the enclosed
amendments to Fiscal Year (FY) 2010 proposals
in my FY 2011 Budget for the Department of
Commerce. 

Included are amendments that would sup-
port efforts to reduce backlogs in processing
patent applications—by spurring innovation
and reforming U.S. Patent and Trademark Of-
fice operations to make them more effective—
and assure the continuation of efforts to admin-
ister and oversee grants awarded under the
Broadband Technology Opportunity Program.

The amounts requested for these amendments
would be fully offset by a proposed cancellation
of FY 2010 unobligated balances from within
the Department of Commerce’s Census Bu-
reau. The proposed budget authority totals for
FY 2010 in my FY 2011 Budget would not be
affected by these amendments. 

The details of this request are set forth in the
enclosed letter from the Director of the Office
of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

Remarks on the Nomination of Jacob J. “Jack” Lew To Be Director of the
Office of Management and Budget
July 13, 2010

Good afternoon. Before I begin, I just want
to note a breakthrough that we’ve had on our
efforts to pass the most comprehensive reform
of Wall Street since the Great Depression.
Three Republican Senators have put politics
and partisanship aside to support this reform,
and I’m grateful for their decision, as well as all
the Democrats who’ve worked so hard to make

this reform a reality, particularly Chairman
Dodd and Chairman Barney Frank. 

What members of both parties realize is that
we can’t allow a financial crisis like this one that
we just went through to happen again. This re-
form will prevent that from happening. It will
prevent a financial crisis like this from happen-
ing again by protecting consumers against the
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