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store the energy it generates for later use, even
at night, and it will generate enough clean, re-
newable energy to power 70,000 homes.

The second company is Abound Solar manu-
facturing, which will manufacture advanced so-
lar panels at two new plants, creating more than
2,000 construction jobs and 1,500 permanent
jobs. A Colorado plant is already underway, and
an Indiana plant will be built in what’s now an
empty Chrysler factory. When fully operational,
these plants will produce millions of state-of-
the-art solar panels each year.

These are just two of the many clean energy
investments in the Recovery Act. Already, I’ve
seen the payoff from these investments. I’ve
seen once-shuttered factories humming with
new workers who are building solar panels and
wind turbines, rolling up their sleeves to help
America win the race for the clean energy econ-
omy.

So that’s some of what we’re doing. But the
truth is, steps like these won’t replace all the
jobs we’ve lost overnight. I know folks are strug-
gling. I know this Fourth of July weekend finds
many Americans wishing things were a bit easi-
er right now. I do too.

But what this weekend reminds us, more
than any other, is that we are a nation that has
always risen to the challenges before it. We’re a
nation that, 234 years ago, declared our inde-
pendence from one of the greatest empires the
world had ever known. We’re a nation that mus-
tered a sense of common purpose to overcome
depression and fear itself. We’re a nation that
embraced a call to greatness and saved the
world from tyranny. That is who we are, a na-
tion that turns times of trial into times of tri-
umph, and I know America will write our own
destiny once more.

I wish every American a safe and happy
Fourth of July. And to all our troops serving in
harm’s way, I want you to know you have the
support of a grateful nation and a proud Com-
mander in Chief. Thank you, God bless you,
and God bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 8:45 a.m. on July 2 in the Roosevelt
Room at the White House for broadcast on July
3. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on July 2, but was
embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on July 3.
The Office of the Press Secretary also released a
Spanish language transcript of this address.

Statement on the 10th Anniversary of the Community of Democracies
July 3, 2010

Today Foreign Ministers from around the
world gather in Krakow to mark the 10th anni-
versary of the Community of Democracies. The
United States was a leader in the formation of
the Community of Democracies and remains
firmly committed to supporting its efforts to ad-
vance democratic values and institutions.

Its founding document, the Warsaw Declara-
tion, stands as a powerful expression of our
shared commitment to universal values and
democratic principles. Ten years ago, 106 na-
tions affirmed their dedication to respecting
and upholding core democratic values including
the right of citizens to choose their representa-
tives through regular, free, and fair elections
with universal and equal suffrage; to equal pro-
tection under the law; and to freedom of opin-

ion and expression, peaceful assembly and asso-
ciation, and freedom of thought, conscience,
and religion. The Warsaw Declaration also rec-
ognizes a core lesson that the United States
draws from our own democratic journey: Trans-
parent, participatory, and accountable demo-
cratic institutions are essential for protecting
and upholding these universal values.

The Community of Democracies reflects our
determination to work together to promote and
strengthen democracy around the world. This
means focusing on what each of our countries
can do to strengthen our own democratic prac-
tices and institutions. As I have said many times,
there is no more powerful tool for advancing
democracy and human rights than our own
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example. We promote our values by living our
values at home.

This forum also challenges us to act collec-
tively, as a community of democratic nations, to
support countries undergoing democratic tran-
sitions and to push back against threats to dem-
ocratic progress. For instance, the United
States is particularly concerned about the
spread of restrictions on civil society, the grow-
ing use of law to curb rather than enhance free-
dom, and widespread corruption that is under-
mining the faith of citizens in their govern-
ments. As people around the world confront
these challenges, they have tools that could not
have been imagined 10 years ago, including new
technologies that provide unique and powerful

opportunities for advancing human rights and
democracy.

I commend Lithuania for its leadership of
the Community and its efforts to focus the
group’s work on today’s pressing challenges in-
cluding growing threats to civil society, the em-
powerment of women, and the linkages be-
tween poverty, democracy, and development.

I welcome this celebration of the Communi-
ty’s first 10 years and believe that its role in fos-
tering strong and effective cooperation among
the world’s democracies is essential for con-
fronting the challenges ahead. Working togeth-
er in partnership, we can advance the dignity of
all human beings and the rights that are univer-
sal.

Remarks at an Independence Day Celebration
July 4, 2010 

The President. Good evening, everybody. On
behalf of Michelle and myself and the girls and
Bo—[laughter]—welcome to the White House,
and happy Fourth of July.

All across our great country today, folks are
coming together, decked out in their red and
white and blue, firing up the grill, having a good
time with family, just like here today. Now, of
course, I’ll admit that the backyard is a little
bigger here. [Laughter] But it’s the same spirit.
And Michelle and I couldn’t imagine a better
way to celebrate America’s birthday than with
America’s extraordinary men and women in
uniform and your families.

Now, we decided to let you leave your uni-
forms at home for today. Although, I have to
say, I met a young corporal here who was wear-
ing a black suit. And I said, “Man, it’s hot here.”
He said, “I’m sorry, sir. I know you’re my Com-
mander in Chief, but my grandma told me I had
to wear a suit.” [Laughter] I can’t—you can’t ar-
gue with grandma. [Laughter]

But we do want all of you to relax and have
some fun today. And that also goes for the lead-
ers who are joining us here today, including
Deputy Secretary of Defense Bill Lynn, the
vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen-
eral Jim “Hoss” Cartwright, Navy Secretary Ray
Mabus, Air Force Secretary Mike Donley,

Coast Guard Commandant Admiral Robert
Papp, and the many outstanding senior enlisted
officers who are here today.

I want to acknowledge that my Vice Presi-
dent, Joe Biden, and his wonderful wife Dr. Jill
Biden aren’t with us because they’re spending
the Fourth of July with our troops in Iraq. And I
would add that because of the honor and hero-
ism of our troops, we are poised to end our
combat mission in Iraq this summer, on sched-
ule. That’s thanks to so many of you.

Now, this is the day when we celebrate the
very essence of America and the spirit——

Audience member. [Inaudible]—bring the
boys home!

The President. They’re coming. [Laughter]
This is the day when we celebrate the very es-
sence of America and the spirit that has defined
us as a people and as a nation for more than two
centuries. Even now, all these years later, we
still look in awe at the small band of patriots
who stood up and risked everything and defied
an empire to declare “that these united Colo-
nies are, and of right ought to be free and inde-
pendent States.”

We’re amazed at the debt to a founding gen-
eration that gave their blood to give meaning to
those words, pledging to each other their lives,
their fortunes, and their sacred honor. And we
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