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cane procedures, it wasn’t an obsession with the
trivial or the obscure; it reflected a profoundly
noble impulse, a recognition of a basic truth
about this country that we are not a nation of
men, we are a nation of laws. Our way of life
rests on our democratic institutions. Precisely
because we are fallible, it falls to each of us to
safeguard these institutions, even when it’s in-
convenient, and pass on our Republic more per-
fect than before.

Considering the vast learning of this self-
taught Senator—his speeches sprinkled with
the likes of Cicero and Shakespeare and Jeffer-
son—it seems fitting to close with one of his fa-
vorite passages in literature, a passage from
“Moby Dick”:

And there is a Catskill eagle in some souls
that can alike dive down into the blackest
gorges, and soar out of them again and be-
come invisible in the sunny spaces. And even
if he forever flies within the gorge, that gorge

is in the mountains; so that even in his lowest
swoop the mountain eagle is still higher than
any other bird upon the plain, even though
they soar.

Robert Byrd was a mountain eagle, and his
lowest swoop was still higher than the other
birds upon the plain.

May God bless Robert C. Byrd. May he be
welcomed kindly by the Righteous Judge, and
may his spirit soar forever like a Catskill eagle,
high above the Heavens. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
1:09 p.m. at the West Virginia State Capitol. In
his remarks, he referred to Mona Byrd Fatemi
and Marjorie Byrd Moore, daughters of Sen.
Byrd; Victoria R. Kennedy, wife of former Sen.
Edward M. Kennedy; and Rep. Nick J. Rahall
II. The transcript released by the Office of the
Press Secretary also included the remarks of
Vice President Joe Biden. 

Message on the Observance of Independence Day, 2010
July 2, 2010

Today we celebrate the 234th anniversary of
the signing of the Declaration of Independence
and the beginning of a great experiment, Amer-
ican democracy. In every corner of our country,
we recall the valor and vision of patriots from
Thirteen Colonies who declared independence
from a powerful empire and gave birth to a new
Nation. We gather in town centers and wave
flags in parades not only to recall this history we
share, but also to honor the vibrant and endur-
ing spirit of America established on this day. 

For those gallant first Americans, such a Na-
tion as ours may have seemed like an unattain-
able dream. Their concept was revolutionary: a
government of, by, and for the people. Yet our
Founders’ tenacity, resolve, and courage in the
face of seemingly impossible odds became the
bedrock of our country. That essence has per-
meated our land and inspired generations of
Americans to explore, discover, and redefine
the outer reaches of our infinite potential. It has
become the foundation of the American dream. 

This dream has not come without tremen-
dous cost. From the farmers and tradesmen
who served in militias during our American
Revolution to the present day women and men
protecting our Nation around the world, the
sacrifices of our Armed Forces have been ex-
traordinary. Today we pay tribute to our ser-
vicemembers, many of whom have paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice. We also acknowledge the contri-
butions and sacrifices of their loving families. It
is their heroism that has paved the remarkable
path of freedom’s march. 

Just as this day serves as a reminder of the
immeasurable bravery of those who have made
America what it is today, it also renews in us the
solemn duty we share to ensure our Nation lives
up to its promise. We must not simply com-
memorate the work begun over two and a quar-
ter centuries ago; we are called to join together,
hoist their mantle upon our shoulders, and car-
ry that spirit of service into tomorrow. 

America again faces a daunting set of chal-
lenges, yet our history shows these are not
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insurmountable. We need only to draw upon
the perseverance of those before us—our
Founders who declared and fought for their
ideals; our ancestors who emigrated here and
struggled to build a better future for their
children; and our pioneers and entrepreneurs
who blazed trails that have continually ex-
panded our horizons. Their spirit—our spir-
it—will guide our Nation now and in our
bright future. 

On our Nation’s birthday, may we come to-
gether in the enduring spirit of America to be-
gin that work anew. I wish you all the best for a
happy Fourth of July. May God Bless all those
who serve, and may God Bless the United
States of America. 

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this message.

The President’s Weekly Address
July 3, 2010

This week, I spent some time in Racine, Wis-
consin, talking with folks who are doing their
best to cope with the aftermath of a brutal re-
cession. And while I was there, a young woman
asked me a question I hear all the time: “What
are we doing as a nation to bring jobs back to
this country?”

Well, on Friday we learned that after 22
straight months of job loss, our economy has
now created jobs in the private sector for 6
months in a row. That’s a positive sign. But the
truth is, the recession from which we’re emerg-
ing has left us in a hole that’s about 8 million
jobs deep. And as I’ve said from the day I took
office, it’s going to take months, even years, to
dig our way out, and it’s going to require an all-
hands-on-deck effort.

In the short term, we’re fighting to speed up
this recovery and keep the economy growing by
all means possible. That means extending un-
employment insurance for workers who lost
their job. That means getting small businesses
the loans they need to keep their doors open
and hire new workers. And that means sending
relief to States so they don’t have to lay off thou-
sands of teachers and firefighters and police of-
ficers.

Still, at a time when millions of Americans
feel a deep sense of urgency in their own lives,
Republican leaders in Washington just don’t get
it. While a majority of Senators support taking
these steps to help the American people, some
are playing the same old Washington games and
using their power to hold this relief hostage, a

move that only ends up holding back our recov-
ery. It doesn’t make sense.

But I promised those folks in Wisconsin, and
I promise all of you, that we won’t back down.
We’re going to keep fighting to advance our re-
covery. And we’re going to keep competing ag-
gressively to make sure the jobs and industries
of the future are taking root right here in Amer-
ica.

That’s one of the reasons why we’re acceler-
ating the transition to a clean energy economy
and doubling our use of renewable energy
sources like wind and solar power, steps that
have the potential to create whole new indus-
tries and hundreds of thousands of new jobs in
America. In fact, today I’m announcing that the
Department of Energy is awarding nearly $2
billion in conditional commitments to two solar
companies.

The first is Abengoa Solar, a company that
has agreed to build one of the largest solar
plants in the world right here in the United
States. After years of watching companies build
things and create jobs overseas, it’s good news
that we’ve attracted a company to our shores to
build a plant and create jobs right here in Amer-
ica. In the short term, construction will create
approximately 1,600 jobs in Arizona. What’s
more, over 70 percent of the components and
products used in construction will be manufac-
tured in the U.S.A., boosting jobs and commu-
nities in States up and down the supply chain.
Once completed, this plant will be the first
large-scale solar plant in the U.S. to actually
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