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possibility of visiting the United States for the
United Nations General Assembly. So I will be
considering it then.

President Obama. Thank you so much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:25 p.m. at the
Metro Toronto Convention Centre. Prime Min-
ister Kan spoke in Japanese, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter. 

Statement on the Death of Senator Robert C. Byrd
June 28, 2010

I was saddened to hear this morning that the
people of West Virginia have lost a true champi-
on, the United States Senate has lost a venera-
ble institution, and America has lost a voice of
principle and reason with the passing of Robert
C. Byrd.

Senator Byrd’s story was uniquely American.
He was born into wrenching poverty, but edu-
cated himself to become an authoritative schol-
ar, respected leader, and unparalleled champi-
on of our Constitution. He scaled the summit of
power, but his mind never strayed from the
people of his beloved West Virginia. He had the
courage to stand firm in his principles, but also
the courage to change over time.

He was as much a part of the Senate as the
marble busts that line its chamber and its corri-
dors. His profound passion for that body and its
role and responsibilities was as evident behind
closed doors as it was in the stemwinders he
peppered with history. He held the deepest re-
spect of members of both parties, and he was
generous with his time and advice, something I
appreciated greatly as a young Senator.

We take solace in the fact that he is reunited
with his wife of nearly 69 years, Erma, and our
thoughts and prayers are with their daughters,
their grandchildren, and great-grandchildren,
and all the people of West Virginia who loved
Robert C. Byrd.

Statement on the New National Space Policy
June 28, 2010

Over the past 50 years, America has led the
world in space exploration, broadening humani-
ty’s horizons and our understanding of the uni-
verse. And our achievements have in turn led to
incredible technological advances that have im-
proved our lives and transformed our economy.
We can point to satellites orbiting hundreds of
miles overhead that can identify our location
within inches or communications systems that
allow information to flow around the world as
never before. In part, what has made this prog-
ress possible was a commitment by our Nation
to scientific discovery and technological innova-
tion and an unyielding faith in the future, even
during difficult times.

That is why each President since Dwight
Eisenhower has defined a national space policy:
to ensure that as we confront the pressing issues
of the day, we continue to press forward in the
pursuit of new frontiers. Today my administra-
tion is continuing in this tradition. We are re-
leasing a new national space policy, designed to

strengthen America’s leadership in space while
fostering untold rewards here on Earth. For
even as we continue our relentless focus on the
serious challenges we face at home and abroad,
our long-term success and leadership as a na-
tion demands that we do not lose sight of the
promise of the future.

Our policy reflects the ways in which our im-
peratives and our obligations in space have
changed in recent decades. No longer are we
racing against an adversary; in fact, one of our
central goals is to promote peaceful cooperation
and collaboration in space, which not only will
ward off conflict, but will help to expand our ca-
pacity to operate in orbit and beyond. In addi-
tion, this policy recognizes that as our reliance
on satellites and other space-based technologies
increases, so too does our responsibility to ad-
dress challenges such as debris and other haz-
ards. No longer is space just a destination to
reach; it is a place where we must be able to
work in ways that are responsible, sustainable,
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