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Statement on World Day Against Child Labor

June 11, 2010

Childhood is a time that should be spent in
classrooms and on playgrounds, but for 215
million children around the world, it is a time
spent working, often in dangerous and deplor-
able conditions. And while reports indicate
that child labor continues to decline, much
work remains to be done.

I applaud my Secretary of Labor, Hilda So-
lis, who has helped increase our efforts to ad-
dress child labor abroad and here at home. My
administration is committing $60 million this
year to support efforts to reduce child labor
around the world. The Department of Labor
has also taken steps to improve protections for
child workers in the United States, and we
have dramatically increased our child labor law
enforcement efforts. And this week, the De-

The President’'s Weekly Address
June 12, 2010

More than a decade ago, Congress set up a
formula that governs how doctors get paid by
the Medicare program. The intent was to slow
the growth of Medicare costs, but the result
was a formula that has proposed cutting pay-
ments for America’s doctors year after year af-
ter year. These are cuts that would not only
jeopardize our physicians’ pay but our seniors’
health care.

Since 2003, Congress has acted to prevent
these pay cuts from going into effect. These
votes were largely bipartisan, and they suc-
ceeded when Democrats ran Congress and
when Republicans ran Congress, which was
most of the time.

This year, a majority of Congress is willing
to prevent a pay cut of 21 percent, a pay cut
that would undoubtedly force some doctors to
stop seeing Medicare patients altogether. But
this time, some Senate Republicans may even
block a vote on this issue. After years of voting
to defer these cuts, the other party is now will-
ing to walk away from the needs of our doctors
and our seniors.
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partment of State and the Department of La-
bor jointly hosted a conference on child labor
that demonstrated our intention to take a
whole-of-Government approach to this issue.
Participants from multiple Federal agencies
and the National Security Council, alongside
NGOs and multilateral organizations, all reaf-
firmed a commitment to take action against
child labor in the year ahead. We must address
the root causes of child labor by ensuring ac-
cess to education for all children and helping
families to secure sustainable livelihoods and
to overcome the poverty that contributes to
child labor. On this World Day Against Child
Labor, all of us must recommit ourselves to
creating a world where our children have a
brighter future, free of exploitive labor.

Now, I realize that simply kicking these cuts
down the road another year is not a long-term
solution to this problem. For years, I've said
that a system where doctors are left to wonder
if they’ll get fairly reimbursed makes absolute-
ly no sense. And I am committed to perma-
nently reforming this Medicare formula in a
way that balances fiscal responsibility with the
responsibility we have to doctors and seniors.
In addition, we’re already taking significant
steps to slow the growth of Medicare costs
through health insurance reform, not by tar-
geting doctors and seniors, but by eliminating
50 percent of the waste, fraud, and abuse in
the system by 2012. This not only strengthens
Medicare, it saves taxpayer dollars.

I'm absolutely willing to take the difficult
steps necessary to lower the cost of Medicare
and put our budget on a more fiscally sustain-
able path. But I'm not willing to do that by
punishing hard-working physicians or the mil-
lions of Americans who count on Medicare.
That’s just wrong. And that’s why in the short
term, Congress must act to prevent this pay
cut to doctors.



If they don’t act, doctors will see a 21-per-
cent cut in their Medicare payments this week.
This week, doctors will start receiving these
lower reimbursements from the Medicare pro-
gram. That could lead them to stop participat-
ing in the Medicare program, and that could
lead seniors to lose their doctors.

We can’t allow this to happen. We have to fix
this problem so that our doctors can get paid for
the lifesaving services they provide and keep
their doors open. We have to fix this problem to
keep the promise of Medicare for our seniors so
that they get the health care they deserve. So I
urge Republicans in the Senate to at least allow
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a majority of Senators and Congressmen to stop
this pay cut. I urge them to stand with Ameri-
ca’s seniors and America’s doctors.

Thanks.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:15 p.m. on June 11 in the Lower Cross
Hall at the White House for broadcast on June
12. The transcript was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on June 11, but
was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on June
12. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Small-Business Legislation

June 12, 2010

Dear

We are at a critical juncture on our nation’s
path to economic recovery. I know that each of
you is committed to continuing our efforts to
help America’s families and businesses turn the
comer on the deepest and most painful reces-
sion America has experienced since the Great
Depression. While our efforts over the past 18
months have helped break the freefall and re-
store growth, it is essential that we continue to
explore additional measures to spur job creation
and build momentum toward recovery, even as
we establish a path to long-term fiscal disci-
pline.

Given the urgency of the continued econom-
ic challenges we face, I am writing to urge swift
action on several critical priorities that will give
our Nation’s small businesses added impetus to
hire and grow and address the devastating eco-
nomic impact of budget cuts at the state and lo-
cal levels that are leading to massive layoffs of
teachers, police and firefighters.

As you know, America’s small businesses are
key drivers of job creation. They have been at
the forefront of the dramatic change in the tra-
jectory of private sector job growth we have ex-
perienced over the past eighteen months. At
the beginning of 2009, our economy was losing
over 700,000 jobs per month. Through the first
five months of 2010, nearly 500,000 private sec-
tor jobs have been created. While this is good

news for those who have found work and for
businesses large and small that are once again
beginning to expand and add more workers, it is
cold comfort for the millions of others who
want to get back to work.

This is why the extenders legislation being
considered in the Senate is so important. It in-
cludes provisions like tax cuts to keep research
and development jobs in the United States and
extends lending programs through the Small
Business Administration so that our Nation’s
small business owners have access to the capital
they need to grow their businesses and create
jobs.

The small business legislation that I have
called for includes a new lending initiative to
help creditworthy firms access loans through
community banks and innovative state partner-
ships. It also calls for the complete elimination
of capital gains on small business investments so
that small business owners have even greater in-
centives to expand and create good jobs in their
communities. Also important are proposals to
bolster our infrastructure and create clean en-
ergy jobs here in the United States, including
the Home Star program of rebates for home
improvements and additional tax credits for
clean energy manufacturing here in America,
both of which have the potential to unlock pri-
vate sector investment. All of these targeted,
temporary measures are directed at spurring
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